

















¢ Sanday School Gimmes 


Copyright, 1912, by The Sunday School Times Co 








v 





The Appearances 
1 Cor. 15: 1-11 


Lesson for April 7. 
of the Risen Lord. 


Philadelphia, March 23, 1912 


Vol. Fifty-four, No, 12 


$1.50 a year; in clubs, $1 -00 
See page 193 








Principal Contents This Week 


Notes on Open Letters ; 





When Our Joy Fails. . ooo eek ee 
When the Lord's Easter joy Floods a Life ....... 181 
Were Abraham's Foes Petty Sheiks of the.Desert? By 

Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D... . . . 182 
A Cobbler’s Lilies. By Ada E. Ferris ......... 183 
Plans and ams for Mothers’ Associations. . ... . 184 
‘The Hour Before Dawn. By Frederick Hall. .... . 185 
General Lesson Helps . . eae 
For Family Worship. B John “Timothy Stone, D.D. . 190 
Parents’ Problems. By Patterson DuBois ..... . .190 
For Children at Home. . . . I9t 


The Young People's Prayer-Meeting. By Robert E. ‘Speer. 192 
Quegiens ‘in the Prayer Life. Considered by mony W. 


Fro + + + +193 
The Heat of the Battle. By John ‘Marvin Dean. |. . . 104 


% 


Lesson Calendar 
Golden Text for the Quarter: I am not come to destroy, but 
to fulfil.— Matt. 5: 17. 


s. April + pave my Appearances of the Risen canes (Easter 
ary Pare ee eee 1 Cor. 15% i-t6 


Or, Missionar SM .5) <4 a 0 350 Isaiah 2 : 2 2=45 On: i-9 
2. April 14.—The Use of the Sabbath. ..... Mark 2 > 23 to 3: 
3. April 21.—The Appointment of the 

PUEEOO oo 01 oe b 442 00 © Mark 3: 7-19; Matt. 5 : 13-16 

4- April 28.—The Beatitudes.;, ........-54.4 Matt. 5: 1-12 
5. May 5.—Poverty and Riches. ..... Luke 6 : 20-26; 16:1 
6. May 12.—The Jaw of Love. . Luke 6 : 27-38; ‘Romans 13: 

May 19.—The Old Law and the New Life . Matt. 5: .17- 1 
$ May 26.—Truthfulness . Matt: 5: 33-37; Jas..3: 1-12; 5:42 

9. June 2.—Hypocrisy and Sincerity re tee yer fate. 6: 1-18 

Or, The Gik of the Holy Spirit (Pentecost: Lesson) . Acts 2: 1-11 
zo. June 9.— Hearing and Doing, .....,..+. Luke 6 : 39-49 


ar, June 16.—Christ’s Witness to John the Baptist , , Matt. 11 : 2-19 


oe 


Rise ! 
By Amos R. Well: 


ISE from thoughts of shame and 
sin, 
From passions fierce that burn within ; 
Rise! a better life begin, 

All free from hate and scorning. 
Rise! from weakness into might ; 
Rise! from wrong to joyous right ; 
Rise ! from darkness to the light 

Of Easter in the morning. 


Rise, for royal heralds call, 
Angel songs that soar and fall, 
Golden glories over all, 

Earth and skies adorning. 
Rise, for inner voices plead: 
Rise from lower thought and deed, 
Follow where the angels lead 

On Easter in the morning. 


Rise!. for soon you may not rise ; 
Soul unheeding dwarfs and dies; 
Not for aye may one be wise: 
For To-day the warning ! 
Lo! the range of endless years, 
Other lives and other spheres, 
Your eternity appears 
At Easter in the morning. 








Discouragement’s Defeat 
Discouragement is impossible to one who is trust- 


ing in Christ. For discouragement is the fear or the 
admission of failure; and failure and Christ cannot 
go together. If we are discouraged, it means one of 
two things : either we have been trusting in some- 


thing else than Christ, which has failed us,—like our- 
selves, or our health, or our resources, of our friends 





—or, having trusted in Christ, we have now come to 
believe him unequal to our need. If we believe the 
latter, then we have ceased to trust him. But if we 
recoil from that admission, then let us frankly admit 
that we were mof trusting him, and that that was the 
only cause of our discouragement. It matters not how 
completely we have failed, or others have failed us, 
or plans and hopes have ‘‘ gone wrong’’: if we have 
Christ left, we not only have more than all that we 
have lost, but we have undefeatable success pledged 
to us by the covenanted word of the Son of God our 
Saviour. Is that enough? Shall we hold on to our 
discouragement, or shall we trust him ? 


x 
The Danger of “ Breadth” 


Breadth of religious views is sometimes ‘claimed 
as a virtue when it may represent little but intellectual 
and spiritual indolence. As President King says in 
‘* The Moral.and Religious Challenge of Our Times,"’ 
many a man prides himself on his breadth and 
tolerance, when ‘his breadth only means that he has 
put all ideals practically on a level, and his tolerance 
is not true tolerance at all, but only an indifference 
undisturbed by conviction.’ The one who is proud 
of his religious breadth needs to be very sure that, at 
the same time, he has a depth of earnest conviction 
that holds him to essentials with an unceasing grasp. 
Otherwise his life will become not broad merely, but 
thin and weak. Let us cultivate depth cf conviction, 
and.-not that ability, which is based on no solid con- 
viction, of agreeing with everybody. 

>A 
Unknown in Christ’s Service 

It is wholly unimportant that you should be 
known as the one through whom Christ has done a 
certain piece of work. It is supremely important that 
the work should be well done, and that Christ should 


be known as the one in charge.’ In many dictated 
business letters there may be noticed, in a corner of 


. 


< 


the sheet, two sets of initials, the one designating the 
writer of the letter, the other the stenographer to 
whom it was dictated, The identity of the stenographer 
usually has no significance or value to the one who 
receives the letter ; the identity of the writer may be 
vital. So in the Kingdom's work. Whether Christ's 
achievements are wrought through this or that work- 
man is a matter that concerns only Christ and the 
workman, not the public. The workman's initials 
may be needed as a matter of office reference for the 
records in Heaven, but that is all. Crist is the real 
doer, not we; and gladly should we be overlooked, 
ignored, forgotten, as he uses us to bless others and 
cause them to rejoice in him, The more completely 
we thus die in his service, the more steadily and 
blessedly can he use us to cause men to honor his 
name, Wecan have no greater glory than to be un- 
known in order that Christ shall be better known. 


x. 


The Promise in Suffering 

Exceptionally heavy chastening is only and 
always God's offer of exceptionally rich blessing. A 
certain congregation has been deprived of its beloved 
and efficient minister by his prolonged and severe 
illness. It has been a long-drawn out time of testing 
for both minister and people, But an associate min- 
ister through whom God has been blessing this church 
reminds them, ‘‘God must have great things in store 
for us, or he would not have required of us so great a 
test, nor set before us so costly an example.’’. Is God 
seeking to show you how great things he has in store 
for you through a test that seems bitter just now ? 
Then how you may rejoice in this fresh evidence of 
his trusting love! For he will make the blessing 
known to you, more richly than you can ask or think, 
if you will let him do so by trusting him when all life 
seems empty of blessing. ‘‘For I reckon that the 
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be revealed,’’ not 
only hereafter; but here. 
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Why the Resurrection of the Body ? 


MAN, deeply interested in science, and advanced 
in years, was talking with a younger friend who 
was urging upon him his acceptance of the 

Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour. In rejecting the 
offer, the older man gave some of his reasons, and 
among others said, ‘*Of course, no scientist believes 
in the resurrection of the body."’ 

Now it happened that the younger Christian, while 
he believed firmly in Christ as his personal Saviour, 
was by no means as cléar as he would have liked to 
be on that very question. He did not, liké his scien- 
tific friend, disbelieve in the resurrection of the body; 
if that resurrection was a fact in Christ's case, and was 
to be a fact in our case, as the New Testament seemed 
to teach, he was perfectly ready and able to accept it, 
along with everything else that God ordered. . But he 
had had to admit to himself that he did not really see 
why the resurrection of-the- body should be a necessity 
atall. And why should it be such a pivotal and vital 
thing as the New Testament made it? It was really 
a matter of indifference to him what became of his 
own body after death ; for he knew that his eternal 
future was assured by Christ.. Why could not Christ 
have saved the world just as well without His risen 
and restored body as. with it? 

The resurrection of Christ was, indeed, a blessed 
comfort and a great object-lesson to the disciples and 
to the world ; but if only their faith had been equal 
to believing in their immortal and all-conquering Lord 
without such a sign, could not the redemption of the 
world have been achieved as well by Christ in the 


spirit as by Christ in a risen body? Why this tre- 
mendous importance attached everywhere. to the 
actual restoration of this flesh-and-blood tenement 
of ours, whereby. it is to become incorruptibly trans- 
formed? Why would. not all of God's children 
be just as well off throughout eternity in a form 
of spirit existence only, after their bodies of. this life 
had permanently perished? Would a single vital 
truth and fact of .God’s love and Christ’s salvation 
and our welfare. be really impaired if there were no 
resurrection of the body? 

Such questions as these were more or less in the 
mind of that. younger Christian, as probably they have 
been in the minds of many others, young and old, 

Yet the resurrection of the body seems to have a ° 
place of central importance in the New Testament, 
and it seems also to have been an instant stumbling 
block to unbelievers then, as in the present-day case 
of the man of scientific interests. When Paul, in try- 
ing to tell the Athenians of the gospel, came to the 
point ‘‘when they heard of the resurrection of the 
dead, some mocked.’’ ‘When, under trial, Paul an- 
nounced that the point at issue was his declaration of 
the hope and resurrection of the dead, the council 
that ‘he faced was thrown into an uproar. When:men 
whom Paul called profane babblers erred concérning 
the truth and overthrew the faith of some, they said 
that ‘‘the resurrection is past already'’; that is, as 
Professor Clow suggests, ‘that: it consisted only of a 
renewed spirit in “the. present, earthly life of Jesus’ 
disciples, -And Paul said. of these’ men that their 
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‘*word will eat as doth a e."". For the early 
, Christians not only did ot alight the resufrection : 
‘ft essed it home as a vital foundation stone of 
_ the oe. f ; 

We must remember what is meant by resurrection, 

_ It refers not only to the life beyond the grave: it 
- means the restoring of life towhat went into the grave. 
The word ‘ resurrection "’ means literally a rising or 
standing up, a being raised again ; and body as well 
as spirit is included in the experience which the word 
stands for. 

This bodily resurrection is what Jesus and the New 
Testament writers over and over again put forward as 

_ part of the heart-center of the Good Tidings of life in 
Christ. Jesus held up the recompense that should 
come to the just at their resurrection, as an assurance 
to those who served unselfishly, He spoke of those 
who were ‘‘ accounted worthy to attain to that world, 
and the resurrection from the dead,"’ as being ‘‘ equal 
unto the angels ; and are sons of God, being sons of 
the resurrection.’’ One of the most comforting words 
tiat ever came from the heart of our Lord to a sor- 
rowing friend who mourned her dead was, ‘‘ J am the 
resurrection, and the life.’ Not only eternal life to 
the released spirit, but eternal life to the dead body, 
restored, were contained in Christ. The apostle 
Paul rejoiced that he might know Christ, ‘‘and the 
power of his resurrection, ,. . becoming conformed 
unto his death ; if by any means I may attain unto 
the resurrection from the dead.’’ This triumph of 
Christ over the death of the dody was to Paul one of 
the great facts in Christ's power, and one of the great 
privileges to be shared in. So also we find named 
among ‘‘the first principles of Christ... resurrec- 
tion of the dead."’ 

In that great passage of the Scriptures on the resur- 
rection, the fifteenth chapter of First Corinthians, 
Paul summarizes the gospel message ‘‘ wherein ye 
stand,"’. ‘*by which also ye are saved,’’ ‘if ye 
hold fast the word," ‘‘except ye believed in vain."’ 
Then he devotes four-fifths of the chapter to the ques- 
tion of the resurrection, because he has learned 

‘that some of the Christian believers have come to 
deny it; If this denial is sound, he says, the whole 
structure of their Christian faith, hope, life, crumbles. 

Why is that so? The inspired writers of the New 
Testament would not not united in making the res- 
toration and glorifying of the physical body a vital con- 
dition and fact of Christianity, except by the direction 
of the Holy Spirit. Must we unreasoningly and gladly 
Accept it as essential because it is there, or can we also 
see reasons for it that shall satisfy our minds while 
they rejoice our hearts? 

The final, absolute reason, as seen by God, awaits 
that day when the mystery of sin and death shall be 
unveiled, The mysterious relation between body and 
spirit, which seems to unite them, after all, indissol- 
ubly, we may not hope to compass by our human 
understanding. Yet there would seem to be another 
reason that we can understand, and that is abundantly 
found in this triumphant resurrection chapter of First 
Corinthiams, taken together with the teaching of the 
rest of the Bible about sin and death. 

Death is an enemy of God. There is no death in 
God: only eternal and undefeatable life is in him. 
Death is known only to those who have broken with 
God; and not only-the eternal death of the spirit, 
but the temporal death of the body, is the result of 
all such breaking with God, or sin. But God in 
Christ came into the world to save his people from 
their sins, and to do away also with all the results of 
sin in those who should receive his life. 

Now God does things completely. If he offers to 
save, it is to save to the uttermost. The physical 
death of his children, whom he had given a body 
originally made in the image of himself, was brought 
about through their breaking with his love and his 
law, and serving his enemy, Satan, Thus Satan, by 
man's disobedience, was given the power of death 
over man. But God in Christ is able to undo the 
work of Satan, and freely offers to do so. for all who 
will let him. He is able to undo af the work of 
Satan—not most of it—in any one who receives Christ. 

Suppose, then, God should let stand for all eternity, 
against the lives of his saved and redeemed children, 
a partof the destruction that had been caused in them 
by Satan. Suppose their physical bodies, wrecked by 
sin and Satan. into corruption and death, were permitted 
to continue in corruption and death forever, unclaimed, 
unrestored, unredeemed. What mannerof God would 
this be? What sort of Saviour should we have? A 
partial Saviour; his victory incomplete ; not all their 
enemies conquered for those who had trusted in him. 
The bodies of God's own children, which God had 
made, would, if not restored to incorruptible perfection, 
forever stand for God's partial helplessness before 
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' Satan in the livés'of those who had committed them- 


selves absolutelyto God, And throughouteternity God 
would have to say, ‘‘I cannot undo for you all the 
evil that Satan wrought’’ A limited God, & partial 


successful, forever, over Christ's eemed ! 


That is not our God, not our Christ. ‘ For he 


must reign, till he hath put all his enemieS under his ~ 


feet. The last enemy that shall be abolished is death,"’ 
Death of both sorts, death spiritual and death phys- 
ical, eternal and temporal, must be conquered by our 
Christ-for those who receive him, - Death indeed is 
permitted for those who to the end reject God's love 
in Christ : death of both body and soul, along with 
the death of Satan. But.for those whose life is hid with 
Christ in God, the death of the body is as unthinkable 
as the death of the spirit, ‘‘ For this corruptible 
must put on. incorruption, and this mortal must put 
on immortality... . Then shall come to pags the saying 
that is written, ot 

Death is swallowed up in Victory.”’ 

It is an inexpressibly wonderful changé that shall 
come to pass in the bodies of ‘all God’s redeemed 
children. ‘Blessed and holy is he that hath part in 
the first resurrection: over these the second death 
hath no power.’’ On that day our bodies ‘‘ shall be 

livered from the bondage of corruption into the 
iberty of the glory of the children of God,’’ And if 
God has such plans in store for us, it is not strange 
that heasks us to recognize that even now and here ‘‘our 
bodies are members of Christ.’’ 
the Spirit-revealed ‘‘riches’of the gloty of this mys- 
tery, . .. which is Christ in you,’’ and accept God's 
word that Christ has taken us, bodily as well as 
spiritually, into present, literal, organic, indissolu- 
ble union with himself, so that, as the vine and the 
branch are one being, one life, Christ and . we are. 
one body and one spirit, he in us and we in him,— 
then it is that we commence to know the fulness of 
that Easter life of victory over sin. For as ‘‘ Christ be- 
ing raised from the dead dieth no more ; death no 
more hath dominion over him . . . even so‘reckon ye 
also yourselves to be dead unto sin, but alive unto 
God in Christ Jesus.’’ With body. and spirit in liv- 
ing union with: the risen Christ we may present our- 
selves unto God even now as aliv~ from the dead, and 
our members as instruments of righteousness unto God. 

Completeness of life and. of victory in- him is the 
Easter offer of our risen Saviour and Christ. Have 
we accepted his Easter gift, his Easter life, in its ful- 
ness? Are we living that risen life of sustained vic- 
tory that makes him knowfi to the world as he would 
be known? Has the law of the spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus made us free from the law of sin and of death? 

Thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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When Our Joy Fails 

That ‘‘the joy of the Lord”’ is one of God’s most 
precious blessings given to man needs no proof to 
those who have experienced it. One needs but to 
read such letters as are given on the page facing this 
to see that here is a superhuman gift of God, beyond 
man’s control, yet granted when man meets certain 
conditions, But there are dangers connected with 
this experience, as with all of God’s blessings, and 
baffling and distressing experiences are met with. 
Can we get light on our need at such times? 

Two readers, replying to the editorial request for 
personal experiences in Christian joy, state typical 
experiences. One writes from North Carolina : 

I think it my duty to write about this most blessed experi- 
ence, although to my great sorrow I must confess that I do not 
al present possess it. 

He then tells of the years immediately following 
his conversion, and the faith-restoring message that 
was given to him, at a time of doubt, by an aged 
preacher. Continuing, he writes : 

Going home in the most happy mood, | felt that the Lord 
himself had come, not as a mere joy, but a second being be- 
sides myself or my own mind,—a live principle that was pure 
and oly. I had no need asking about it ; the Lord himself 
was making it known and calling it perfect love. I under- 
stood now what ‘‘we will come and make our abode with 
him "’ meant ; no temptation could come from within ; it could 
only come from without. I realized now what it was to live a 
holy life. 

But the time came when my wife had some words with a 


neighbor, and I, being warned of the Lord, just wanted to say 
a few words to make matters plain. I said more than | should 


eternity! Satan partly ' 


" ifs place, and I cried out of the 


As we enter into. 
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have said, ‘the Lord took his departure. I did not feel 1 
should ake restoration at cnen hat displeased. or 
murmuring, and del ; and when I h myself later 
before the Lord, 1 forgiveness. But the joy in the Lord’s 


presence has not , although I pray and and am 
active in church an. it ac anger less my work,— 
because I know it is right, and gospel truth is very precious 


to me. 
Could you give me any advice or encou mt? May the 


good Lord bless you and The Sunday School ‘Times more 
and more is my prayer. 

An experience of another sort is described in the 
following letter from a Massachusetts reader : 

Some years ago, while in my study reading the promises ot 
God, my soul was overpowered with joy utterly inex- 
pressible, I realized then the actualness of the promises, 
which was the occasion of this unutterable joy. I saw as never 
before that the blessed truths of the Bible were God's truths, 
and consequently then and there I entered into resé.. | cov- 
eted no man’s silver or gold, houses or. lands or position ; I 
was satisfied with my condition. 1 believed that God was my 

rtion ; I needed nothing more. It.seems to me that the 

ys of heaven will not exceed the joy of that hour. 

In a short time the abounding joy d and distress took 
{ epth of my soul, ‘‘O God, 
why hast thou forsaken me?” 

‘These experiences have been my portion for fifty-eight years 
of Christian life. If one can live consiantly in ecstatic joy, 
please give us the Bible facts. . 


In the one case, joy was lost 2fter conscious wrong- 
doing. In the other, joy was followed by distress 
without any apparent reason for the change. 

Let us face clearly two or three vital truths which 
enter into that life of abiding in Christ in which he 
wants his joy to be in us, our joy to be made full. 

To begin with, joy first came to each of these lives, 
as to every life, when they completely ¢rusted God. 
That trust carried with it.complete surrender of their 
lives to God. In the one case the doubter found his 
doubts dissolved as he trusted Christ absolutely for 
his salvation. In the other case, the Bible reader 
accepted the promises of God as real, actual, true. 
And in both cases this entire abandonment of self to 
God .let Ged flood the life with His own joy. 

While, in the first. case, this trust and surrender 
continued,—the sustained surrender consisting simply 
of a life of continued obedience to God's will, that 
obedience being:made possible by complete faith in 
Christ's power to hold one in obedience,—the joy 
continued, When God's will was consciously dis- 
obeyed, the joy of course was lost. But the Lord did 
not take his departure. ‘‘ Lo, 1 am with you always,”’ 
was Jesus’ promise. He did not condition that prom- 
ise on our sinlessness, nor on our feelings. Christ 
was with that man just as much while he sinned, and 
after he sinned, as before he sinned.. Christ was 
eager and longing to bring about an instant restora- 
tion of the broken relationship and unhindered joy, 
had the man but let him do so by instant confession 
and instant trust. 

But joy is never to be made a chief desire or goal 
of our life ; and it is probably safe to say that those 
know it best and most continuously who are entirely 
willing to do without it. It seems‘to be a by-product 
of that trust in Christ which gladly renounces every- 
thing but Christ himself. 

In the other case recorded in these letters, the joy 
departed without a known cause, But God had not 
forsaken this one. Perhaps no man can know just 
how or why the joy had passed just then ; it may 
have been through some subtle sin, or unconscious 
distrust ; it may have been that God permitted Satan 
to afflict the soul, as he did Job, in order to test the 
believer's trust. But whatever the cause, at such a 
time there are two things to do : ask God to show us 
whether any sin, of omission or commission, is the 
cause, and sensitively listen for and instantly obey his 
answer ; at the same time to renew our faith in Christ 
as not only our Saviour, but as constituting our life 
and real condition even in our distress. ‘* Not what 
my feeling or lack of feeling is, but what Christ is, I 
am,’’ may be the unshaken declaration of every one 


who has been crucified with Christ, and who no 
longer lives, but. Christ liveth in him. 
With this surrendered belief in Christ, turning 


utterly away from our own worthlessness, our dis- 
tressed or jangling, discordant feelings, to Him who 
is our life, as we also ask for and do his will at any 
cost, joy willbe ours. It may not be that eestatic, 
highly emotional form that we have known at certain 
times. Joy is more and better and surer than ecstasy 
or emotion. But it will be a deep, assured peace 
that knows whom we believed, and that rejoices, in a 
trust which cannot be shaken, in a Lord and’ Saviour 
who has literally substituted himself for us, and re- 
placed us with himself. As you thus accept Christ 
as your life, not because you /ee/ it, but because you 
have his covenanted word that it is so, then ‘‘ your 
heart shall rejoice, and your joy no one taketh away 
from you.”’ 




















’ LESSON FOR’ APRIL 7 (1 Cor. 15: 1-11) 





After Years of Waiting.—After years of discipline and 
suffering, almost wholly spiritual, I have been led out into. 
a wealthy place and am filled with the unspeakable joy of 
realizing Christ’s indwelling life as Master and Lord, 
‘* bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of 
Christ,’’ and the even greater joy of discovering that he is 
working through me as a quickening spirit to others: tak- 
ing poor, weak utterances and giving them power to reveal 
Christ to r souls; taking simple, natural daily living 
and making it a message of salvation ; continually revealing 
himself through me, while I am absorbed only in the glory 
of his fellowship and in committing myself to be led mo- 
mently in obedience to his will. 

Words are entirely inadequate to express the abiding joy 
of this experience and its triumph over every device of the 
enemy to depress and annoy. 


His Constant! Control.—The first step in bringing joy 
—the unconditional surrender—occurred with me-finally as 
a result of a revival where I lived, but much reading led up 
to it. From that time, thirty-three years ago, there has 
been no time in my experience when I had any lessening 
of this letting my Saviour control things for me, and thereby 

roving for myself the truth that God’s control is all joy. 
f believe it has been largely due to the continual prayer I 
have made, both in private and public, that my Father 
would not hesitate to teach me and jead the as he saw I 
needed, even though the experiences that. enabled me to 
learn his lessons were very trying and painful. I wanted 
this. oneness with him and his will, more. than I wanted 
anything else; I knew he knew it, but I wanted to hear 
myself say so to him, and to let others know that whatever 
came to me, however hard the lesson, I entered into it 
with gladness as a pupil undertakes the solving of a difficult 
problem under the direction of a loved teacher. 


Released from Sin,—I. lived a sinner’s life for some 
forty-eight years, and therefore know a great deal of the 
awfulness of it. .At the age of forty-eight, I came to the 
place where I realized fully that I was a lost man, and my 
sins bore heavily on me. Shortly after this an evangelist 
started a series of special servicesin my town. I attended 
two of these Services at the request of my wife. When 
sabbath came, I attended the morning service; the morn- 
ing was a dark, dismal one with torrents of rain falling 
from the sky besides the clouds of rain hanging in the sky; 
clouds of sin were over me, and it seemed as if all the host 
of hell was wrestling with me, 

The evangelist preached a strong evangelical sermon, 
to a dozen or more ; and on the invitation, ‘* Who wants 
eternal life?’’ I sprang to my feet. Two or three ef the 
church leaders shook hands with me at the close of the 
service, and I started formy home. On going about fifteen 
rods something stopped me as quick as lightning, and on 
turning to the southwest and throwing up my arms jn full 
surrender to my Master, the glory of God shone. around 
me and my weight of sin seemed to roll away like a moun- 
tain. ‘ 

I walked home rejoicing, as happy a man as ever walked 
the earth. My desire then and always has been, and is 
to-day, to save souls for Christ. I have been a happy man 
ever since, and find that the closer'I live to my Lord, and 
the more determination to conquer self, the: more joy I 
have in his service. 


An Engineer’s Story.—By occupation I am a loco- 
motive engineer. I was wonderfully converted about 
thirteen years ago, and for the first four or five months I 
was so blessed and joyful that everything seemed to be 
new to me. I was so full of joy it seemed to me I could 
do anything for Jesus Christ. 

But one morning I awoke from my sleep and found that 
my joy was all gone, My besetting sin was to get out of 
patience, and get angry, and I would almost go crazy and 
do things that I would be sorry for after I had done them. 
Well, this morning I was late getting up, and the enemy 
told me I could keep my religion and tell my wife that it 
was her fault we were late getting up; but I bit my lip and 
said nothing. 1 hurried to my work, only to find that 
some one had stolen part of my tools, and again the devil 
told me I could have religion and tell the dispatcher some 
things ; but I held my peace. 

When we got the engine ready, the conductor, having 
had some words with the yardmaster, began to take his 
spite out on me by abusing me. Again the devil wanted 
me to tell him a few things, but I held back until, in going 
about my work, it seemed that every signal that conductor 
gave me was a curse, and I could stand it no longer. The 
devil kept saying to me, ‘*‘ Go and give him a piece of your 
mind,’’ and finally I called the fireman to come and take 
the engine, and I got down with the intention of having a 
regular fight with the conductor. But the Spirit of the 
Lord got hold of me, and I ran to the river bank, which 
was about two rods away; and there, under the trunk of a 
tree that was lying under the bank, I hid myself and cried 
my heart out to the Lord. He heard my cry and began to 
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When the Lord’s Easter Joy Floods a Life 


“ Children of the heavenly King may speak their joys abroad ” 


. There-is a joy known only to those whose life is 
hid with Christ-in God. It is a tingling, vibrant, ra- 
diant, dynamic. thing, this joy of the Lord; and 
Christ plainly wants all -his disciples to have it as 
- an tbiding- experience. The letters on this page 
bear a-very wonderful witness to the joy of the 
life:that-is Christ,and show something of the path- 
way into. it. : 

Other letters from readers which illustrate the 
dangers and difficulties that beset the life of joy 
are editorially discussed on the facing page. For 
we must remember. that even this joy of the Lord 
is never to be made a goal of our life, nor our chief 
desire. We cannot attain it-that way; we shall lose 
it, even after attaining: it, if it becomes our chief 

' interest. The Christian’s joy comes as a free-will 
gift from God, and it is assured only to those who 
are entirely willing to forego it forever, and who 
seck Christ and his will, not joy, as their goal, their 
life, and their sufficiency. 





talk to me, and I began to consecrate my life to him: my 
wife, my children, my position, my talents, my money, my 
time, myself, all to the glory of God; and when the con- 
secration was complete there came into my soul a peace 
and a joy which was **unspeakable and full of giory,’’ 
and ever since that time, in every test, and in every trial, 
amid persecution and tribulation, this joy has remained. 

Sometimes it manifests itself in praises to God until I 
feel this old world cannot hold me long ; and again, when 
the devil is raging, it comes in a calm rest that makes me 
feel that my Christ is able to make a way for me where 
there is no way; and all the time I have this joy which is 
my strength welling up in my soul. 

The Word says, *‘The kingdom of God is not meat and 
drink, but righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost.’’ Praise the Lord forever. Yes, and the Lord 
took care of my job while I was settling it. It took me 
about two hours to settle it and make a complete conse- 
cration, but God took care of my interests while I was 
doing it. 

While I write, the thought of God’s love and mercy to 
me makes me to rejoice and feel safe in his hands. 


In Answered Prayer.— About two months ago, I 
asked the prayers of the church for ‘two things | wanted 
very much. No one, except the kind pastor and myself, 
knows who asked, but the response was warm and sympa- 
thetic, 

Before I left the room, one request was granted. On 
my way home, there came suddenly a thrill of joy that 
was almost pain, I felt, there surely is a God and he has 
answered, will answer. I could understand how it is 
possible for God to take away the fear of death, for nothing 
seemed to matter but the love of God. 1 felt surrounded 
by it.- It was like my joy when first I found my Saviour. 

That joy is still mine, not so exuberant, but real. It 
was unexpected and unasked for. 


Caliing God, Father.—Although a Christian for some 
years, I was conscicus of a lack of something in my life, 
and knew that if I were to be in harmony with God I 
must be able to say at all times, God’s will be done. At 
times I could say it, at other times there wouid be rebellion, 
and so the struggle continued. Over and over again I 
sought to come to this place, until at last I almost gave up, 
thinking it could not be for me, yet still determined not to 
rest until I found it. 

Then came the time, although I cannot tell the day or 
hour, when a still small voice began to whisper these 
words: ‘*Abba, Father.’”? . My own heart echoed the 
words, until, from the depths of my being, a great cry went 
up as if in unison with the other voice, and the cry was 
** Abba, Father.’’ 

I did not at once realize the greatness of the meaning, 
not thinking that this was the way God was giving me what 
I had sought so long, but the Scriptures began to have a 
new meaning to me, and one day I read these two passages 
which made clear to me the great mystery: ‘* Because ye 
are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, Abba, Father.’”’ ‘*Ye received the spirit 
of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.*’ 

Then I saw how these Scriptures were fulfilled in my 
own life, and I began to know what the joy of the Lord 
was; for is it not the greatest joy that can come to any 
life to know that we can truly call God, Father, and to 
know that the wonderful love he sheds abroad in our 
hearts can meet his own great love in this word, *‘ Father ’’; 
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to know that I am made one with Christ, that all my needs 
are supplied in him? If I lack anything, I find it in his 
fulness. It is great joy to know that these things are re- 
vealed to us not by human wisdom, but by the wonderful 
word and Spirit of God—the Spirit of grace and supplica- 
tion, who teaches us to pray according to the will of the 
Father, and the Intercession of Christ and the Spirit’s 
breathing in us, 

“‘Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, 
and ye shall receive, that your joy may be made full,’’ 
‘In that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and 
ye in me, and lin you.’’ Is this abiding? Only as we 
abide in him; for self and sin can come between me and 
the Father’s presence ; but the soul that has known this 
glory of God will say, with each failuce and in every trial, 
and at all times: ‘*Cast out self and cleanse me from all 
sin ; let Christ be all, and me nothing.”’ 

This is to me the joy of the Lord—the joy that is 
strength, 


Serving One Master.— Words fail me when I try to ex- 
ge or explain the joy I have felt, and still do feel, in the 
ife I am endeavoring to devote to God and to his guid- 
ance, This joy is surely an experience indescribable to 
those who do not know God as their life. I have expe- 
rienced in a rich and satisfying way something of the joy 
of and in the Lord, which came to me when I fully sur- 
rendered my will to his, and served him alone instead of 
trying to serve two masters as I had done heretofore. 

It came about through revival meetings heldin our town, 
through witnessing, and through a song called, ‘‘ Dare to 
stand like Joshua.’’ God spoke to me through the words 
of that song as plainly as ever he spoke to his servants of 
old. During those same meetings I had an experience of 
a revelation from God which to me in this twentieth cen- 
tury was as marvelous as the revelation which Paul experi- 
enced on his way to Damascus, Year by year is revealing 
to me what that meant. It is too long a story to write, 
and I fear words would fail me if I tried to seein 

I have been thus sustained in the joy of the Lord simply 
by trusting as a little child, endeavoring to be obedient to 
his will, and loving him and putting him first above all 
earthly things—even above husband and children, which 
was something I could not see how any one could do. 
The words of this poem well express my experience : 


** I cannot always know and understand 

The Master’s rule ; 

I cannot always do the tasks he gives 
In life's hard school ; 

But I am learning, with his help, to solve 
Them one by one, 

And when I cannot understand, to say— 
Thy will be done."’ 


God's Plan for Life.— My experience of joy was at first 
intermittent, later more in continuous course. Those 
former periods were interspersed with ‘‘ enduring,’’ for I 
was not placed among those who were interested in the 
King’s business, and, all alone, it seemed uphill work. 
Early in my Christian experience,—I had been a-Christian 
about 2 year,—there came to me a revelation of the tre- 
mendous undertaking upon which I had engaged: that my 
life ahead should be in accordance with God’s plan, and 
not a thoughtless coming and going. Immediately came 
the suggestion, ‘‘ But how may I mow to dothat?’’ I 
recognized my lack of wisdom, and the vision that appeared 
before me of a life of failure because of this lack of wisdom 
was almost unendurable. 

Indeed, I was in such straits that, as I saw my own 
coming defection, and felt that my failure would. involve 
my husband and family, for no one seemed to be pray- 
ing for them but myself, the suggestion came: ‘* Well, 
hell isn’t such a bad place anyhow,.’’ But I was led 
to prayer, and, grasping for a straw, I turned to He- 
brews 11: 1. Reading down, I found in the sixth 
verse, ‘* He that cometh to God must believe that .. . he 
is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.’’ ‘This 
was news tome. ‘That God could show his people what 
they should: know, dull though they be! Throwing myself 
into the current, I found God, and was upheld by his 
almighty arm. Then came the joy! He knew all things, 
and he was able to make even me know what I needed to 
know. 

The joy at that time did not continue,—in a posi- 
tive sense, I mean,—but I was undeniably on higher 
ground, and, when the temptation came to doubt in the 
next time of stress, it seemed more like standing by and 
letting Christ fight my battle for me; then the joy came 
again. Many times ‘since have I been brought up to ‘‘a 
stone wall,’’ and the deliverance has always been in the 
same way: Believe God, and the light would shine! 
I believe there is much in the adit of believing God, for 
those previous periods of enduring life are giving place to 
a quiet expectation of *‘ all things,’’ in which it is becom- 
ing possible to tap for joy, anywhere aiong the line, hard 
places or easy. 
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Were Abraham’s Foes Petty Sheiks of the Desert? 


New light on the “ battle of the kings” and, among other good things in Dr. Kyle's 
monthly review, a glimpse of a very old Egyptian with a very modern trait 





MONG the allies of Chedorlaomer at the time of the 
Elamite expedition into Palestine, which is men- 
tioned in the fourteeth chapter of Genesis, was 

‘Tidal king of nations.’’ Among recent discoveries 
in Hittite history at Boghaz-keui is a ‘ Tidal,” 
Dates of the history of that mysterious people are 
exceedingly uncertain, yet it seems probable that this 
tidal helongs to the same period as ‘‘ Tidal king of 
nations,’’ Professor Sayce reminds us that the name 
appears in Egyptian inscriptions as a Hittite name of 
two Hittite chiefs, and thinks that this name, though 
perhaps not either of these persons who bore it, is to 
be identified with the similar name found in the Hit- 
tite inscriptions and also in the cuneiform inscriptions, 
and that the name denotes a person holding the same 
kingly office, though perhaps not the same individual, 

as the Tidal who accompanied Chedorlaomer. That 
is to say that the‘ Tidal king of nations’’ was king 
of the Hittites. 

There was a time when some dared to call Chedor- 
laomer and his allies ‘‘petty sheiks of the desert."’ 
Then Hammurabi appeared in early Babylonian his- 
tory as a great Elamite king of whose correspondence 
we have nearly a hundred letters, and of whose states- 
manship we possess that most remarkable monument, 
the Code of Hammurabi. When he was identified 
with a good degree of assurance with Amraphel of. 
Chedorlaomer's allies, the four kings at once came to 
be great kings, and nothing more was said about 
‘petty sheiks of the desert.’ Now, if the fourth 
king, the mysterious ‘‘Tidal king of nations,’’ was 
indeed a ruler of the great Hittite empire of the west, 
there is again an amazing enlargement of the historical 
horizon. of those days. International affairs of that 
time are given a significance of which we did not 
dream a few years ago, or from the brief and un- 
adorned account given in the Bible. Such simplicity 
of narrative very often characterizes the Bible account. 

If this identification of Tidal with a Hittite ruler be 
correct, as now seems probable, it makes still easier 
the interpretation of the fourteenth chapter of Genesis. 
When the four kings were thought to be of minor 
importance, even though something more than ‘' petty 
sheiks of the desert,’' people tried to explain Abram’s 
attack as‘a battle. The larger becomes our vision of 
the campaign, the plainer it becomes that imperial 
armies would not turn aside to give much attention to 
the night attack of a few Bed’ween marauders who at- 
tacked one part of the baggage train, slaughtered the 
guard and made off with some plunder and a few of 
the prisoners. 

Professor “A. H. Sayce in Oriental Literature XIII, !910. 


HE excavations at Ain Shems, believed to be the 
ancient Beth-shemesh, continue to reveal some 
interesting things, though nothing startling. 

The most important result thus far is the continual 
confirmation of what is coming to be a settled convic- 
tion concerning Palestinian civilization of the period 
between the conquest under Joshua and the begin- 
ning of the monarchy, a civilization very far in ad- 
vance of that formerly suspected by any one. The 
elegance of the products of the potteries of that time 
is seen here, as at earlier excavations elsewhere ; for 
example, Gezer and Taanach. Here at Ain Shems is 
found, among much remains of coarser ware, as in 
every heap of pottery scraps, ancient or modern, the 
remains of a vase of exquisite shape and quality, and 
of « thinness which reminds oneof ‘*a Chinese saucer"’ 
of to-day. Similar thin ware was turned up almost at the 
same time at Sardis among the remains of Greek and 
Lydian art of that’ late ‘date near the Christian era. 

It is very Curious, to say the least, to find here also 
a tomb chamber whose portal was closed by a stone 
slab held in place by a stone cylinder. As similar 
* stone cylinders are found lying about one of the ceme- 
teries at Ain Shems, it is thought to have been cus- 
tomary to close the tomb chambers thus by rolling a 
stone cylinder against the door. We must beware of 
drawing hasty conclusions from tlhiis suggestive fact 
of a rolling stone at the portal of a tomb. It does nv 
more than attest what might be fairly assumed, that 
even thus early one method of closing a tomb made 
use of a rolling stone. As to the exact method of 
using the stone which was in vogue in later days, this 
instance attests nothing. 


Like the pack-animal who kicked clear a vein of 
gold after the gold-seekers wearied of their search, 
the spade is unearthing dumb witnesses to the 
living Word, which unlock many Bible puzzles 
after scholars have wearied of their fruitless expla- 
nations. This is what archeology has been doing 
for the history in Genesis at a point against which 
the destructive criticism had been directed. Other 
illuminating side-lights, on Bible customs, are in- 


cluded in this month’s archeological survey by 
Professor Dr. Melvin Grove Kyle 


At least two other methods of employing the rolling 
stone are known to have been used in later times, 
one a stone disk in a groove, a more elaborate method ; 
the other a boulder rolled into the mouth of the 
tomb,—a much simpler way of closing the entrance. 
The so-called ‘*Garden tomb*’ was closed by some 
form of the rolling or sliding stone in a groove. It is 
urged by some that the word employed by the Evan- 
gelist clearly implies the rolling of a boulder. But it 
is interesting to see this rolling stone at the old city 
of Beth-shemesh. 

Rolling Stone, Dr. Mackenzie, Quarterly Statement of 
the Palestine’Exploration Fund, 1911, p. 170. 


AN INSCRIPTION from a seal-cylinder, the 
property of Joseph Offord, has recently been 
published. The scene depicted is a very com- 
piex mythological one, most of which is difficult of 
Interpretation, and only one portion of which is of 
biblical interest. This represents what is believed to 
be the ‘‘tree of life.'’ The tree of life which held 
such an important place in the Garden of Eden, ac- 
cording to the biblical account, is thought by many 
to appear with considerable frequency in Babylonian 
representations, It is safer and better to say ‘‘is 
thought by many to appear,’’ for this identification is 
not yet in any case absolute. While it is thought 
very probable by very many scholars, some reject it 
entirely. Still the consensus of opinion in favor of it 
is so general that it may be accepted provisionally. 
This idea of the tree of life in the mythology of 
Babylonia, as well as in the biblical account of the 
beginnings of the race, is suggestive of very primitive 
knowledge on the subject which came down from the 
time of the events in the Garden itself, but along 
various lines of tradition. This is but another of the 
many indications of independent traditional knowledge 
of the facts of the beginning of the race, which as they 
accumulate testify more and more loudly to the cor- 
rectness of the biblical account, however it may have 
come tous, Another significant fact is to be noticed, 
namely, that it is not the later but the earlier Baby- 
lonian mythology that more nearly parallels the bibli- 
cal account of the earliest times, Thus the expected 
proves true in this case also, that the farther back 
human research penetrates, the more these indications 
of primitive tradition in accord with the biblical record 
increase, 
Tree of Life, Dr. Theophilus G. Pinches, Proceedings 
of the Society of Biblical Archeology, November 1911, pp. 
213-220. 


NOTHER interesting scene upon a seal-cylinder, 
the property of F. Legge, is brought out by 
Professor Sayce. It is thought to have come 

from Memphis in Egypt, but is probably of Hittite 
or, at least, North Syrian origin. It is not very dis- 
tinct, as is the case with many seal-cylinders pre- 
served to these days. But two things can be made 
out quite satisfactorily : the body of a-stag laid upon 
the altar, over which stands some one, presumably a 
priest, with a knife in his hand ; and beside the altar 
a table at which two persons are seated partaking of 
what we can hardly be mistaken in thinking a sacrifi- 
cial meal. Upon the table is a cup, and the hands 
of one of the persons are raised apparently in bless- 
ing. This seal-cvlinder is thought to be earlier than 
2500 B. C. 

Sacrificial meals have a very large place in the 
Mosaic ritual. In the case of the passover, we have 
a very full and detailed description of the manner of 
its observance at its original institution, and @Jess 





distinct, though still helpful, picture of the method of 
its later observance, as illustrated’ by the passover 
which preceded the first Su Further than this 
we know very little of the met ethod and manner of the 
sacrificial meals among the patriarchs, and later in 
the ceremonial ritual of Israel, in the Old Testament 
period. What a flood of light would flow over the 
spiritual condition of Israel during any portion of that 
period, if we could but look in upon one of those 
sacrificial meals, just as the conduct of the people at 
an observance of the Lord's Supper now reveals most 
plainly the spiritual state of the congregation par- 
taking of it. Because of this lack of information 
concerning the sacrificial meals, this suggestive scene 


is welcome and healthful, even though from a heathen . 


source. Here is the table associated with the altar, 
here the social gathering, and here the cup and the 
blessing. It is not to be supposed that the practise 
among the Jews was less appropriate. The more 
spiritual teachings connected with worship of Jehovah 
everywhere tended to a deeper tone of reverence and 
propriety than was induced by the sensuality of 
heathen worship. Thus every picture of ancient 
worship, especially social worship, as was the sacrifi- 
cial: meal, is helpful as illustrating possibilities and 
even probabilities of Old Testament worship. 

In reference to this scene of the sacrificial meal, 
however, one feels like entering a protest against the 
irreverence that could suggest such a title as ‘‘the 
Hittite communion table.’’ The transferring of the 
names of sacred objects and observances to heathen 
things and practises which in some respects resemble 
them is indefensible from every point of view ;\:as 
indefensible as. the detestable practise of using the 
holy expressions of the Bible and of religious worship 
for puns and jests.in ribald convérsation. Outraged 
sentiment cries out against such -irreverent use of 
sacred things, and logical methods of reasoning 
equally enter protest against the insinuated idea that 
there may be some relation, historical or otherwise, 
between the sacrament and heathen practises. 

There are certain most natural motions and ele- 
ments and attitudes connected with the sacrament. 
That some of these may be found associated also with 
heathen worship is quite to be expected, as the cup, 
the table, the blessing, and the social company. But 
that there is any relation in this case between the 
Supper and this observance at a Hittite altar, as is at 
least mildly implied by the transference of the name 
of the Christian observance to this heathen feast, is 
‘absolutely without warrant. In this appears that old 
fallacy of historical relation wherever there is resem- 
blance which comes up so often to plague us in 
archeological studies. 

Sacrificial meal, Prof. A. H. Sayce, Proceedings of the 
Society of Biblical Archeology, December, 1911, p. 259. 


HE prayer of the Pharisee, ‘‘I thank thee that I 
am not as the rest of men,’’ has many echoes 
from every age. This spirit of Pharisaism 

makes monstrous growths in individuals and in nations 
and in religions. Perhaps no other instance surpasses 
in self-complacency the prayer of the old Egyptian 
who expressed himself in the words of the Book of the 
Dead. Among many things which he denied that he 
had done, in his plea for justification and acceptance 
with the gods, occurs this amazing piece of self-righteous 
eftrontery: ‘‘I have not eaten my heart,’’ that is, ‘I 
have not repented or felt remorse.’’ We are horrified 
at the self-righteousness of this Egyptian. But would 
he really be so lonely in these;days and among us? 
Would he not rather find much respectable company? 
Is not this same pharisaical spirit displayed on the 
invincible front which many present to every attempt 
to convict them of sin? This same pride is also the 
last wall of defense behind which the unconverted 
sometimes make a stand; and offers such stubborn 
resistance to every effort to break it down. In fact 
this old Egyptian is the same chap,—converted 
or unconverted,—who says, ‘‘I have never admitted 
that I am wrong, and I am not going to do it 
now. I have never taken anything back, and I am 
not going to ‘eat my words’ now.’ Verily, as the 
Lord «‘ hath made of one blood all nations of men,’ 
so sin hath made them all of one spirit, whether in 
ancient Egypt or in modern America. 
































LESSON FOR APRIL 7 (x Cor. 15 : 1-12) 


A ‘Cobbler’s - Lilies 


By Ada E. Ferris 


(Concluded from last week's issue.) 


O THEY came, day after day, representatives from 
every church in town, the fashionable ones who 
thought most of Easter decoration first, then the 

poorer ones from struggling societies. In only two or 
three cases could the applicants tell at once how many 
conversions their church had claimed during the past 
year, —and where they could, it was with bitter regret 
that the number was so pitifully small, only three or 
four perhaps, for a year’s harvest. 

Once a young reporter who had heard something 
about it dropped in to ask for the facts of the case, 
A frank - faced boy he was, not yet soured by the 
world’s follies, and he heard Uncle Zadok’s brief 
story with interest, ; 

‘«] guess you’ ve set the folks to thinking,” the boy 
said half-laughing. ‘My, they are beauties! Will 
you have enough to go around?"’ . 

‘‘Plenty,’’ said Uncle Zadok, sadly. ‘‘Therearen’t 
even as. many called for as I hoped. No, I can’t let 
you see the list, sonny. It isn’t one to be proud of. 
The Lord's people ought to’ be doing better. How 
many does your church claim, if that’s a fair question ?”’ 


The young reporter fairly blushed. . ‘Oh, I don’t © 


belong to. any church,’’ he said hastily. ‘‘My mother 
was a good Christian, but I—oh, well, you know we 
young fellows don't care for. church-going much."’ 

‘« That's a pity,"’ said the old man softly. ‘The 
Lord has need of you,, I.think you'd make a splen- 
did Christian worker.’’ 

«Believe on my soul he wanted to trap me and 
make room for another lily in his old church,’’ the 
young reporter told. himself, as he hurried away. 
«Guess I’ li look around Easter morning and see where 
all those lilies are.’’ 

He was not the only one who made that resolve. 


HE latest application of all was made on the very 
eve of Easter.. It was growing dark Saturday night 
when a roughly-dressed man entered the shop and 

asked with some embarrassment, ‘‘Is this where the 
man gives out lilies for every convert made this year? 
Got any left, or are they all spoken for ?”’ 

‘«Plenty left, I'm sorry to say,’’ was the prompt 
answer. 

‘¢Well, I don’t know as we’ ve any real claim to agy. 
We' re not really a church, we only meet in an empty 
store-room that we rent. And we don’t go much on 
fancy Easter program,—but I thought maybe you'd 
like to know that we’ ve had some genuine conversions 
down our way."’ 

‘«Good for you, brother. That's just what I was 
longing tohear, Tell me all about it, if you’ ve time.’’ 

‘«Well, it isn’t achurch really,—not yet. If wedo 
as well another year as we have this, we'll think about 
getting a preacher, At present, we only have 
prayer-meetings,—prayer and praise. They're grand, 
though. Wouldn't; trade ’em for the. finest regular 
service in town, pipe-organ, sermon, choir and_ all, 
Tell you, heaven gets mighty near when Grandma 
Snow or Sister Lois is praying. It’s them that’s run- 
ning the thing, you know, —the rest of us just help. 
Grandma Snow is the real old-fashioned kind of 
Christian,—the kind your mother was, you know, 
that believed every word of the Bible and lived up to 
it. She came to look after her little grandchildren 
when their mother died. ' She and Miss Lois got to- 
gether,—Miss Lois is lame and sews for a living, but 
she’s an angel if there ever was one,—and they got to 
praying for the poor souls around there. Then they 
got in some more women that had been Christians 
once, and they all went to praying. They kept it up 
till they had something to praise for, then they began 
praising. And it’s been just pray and praise ever since. 

‘*At first we met in Grandma Snow’s little room, 
but we soon got that too crowded. Then we rented 
the empty store. Sometimes we fill that pretty full. 
And of course we have meetings at the houses where 
anybody is sick or in trouble and will have us. And 
twice a week we go to sing and pray with the poor 
fellows at the jail, —at least, Grandma Snow and Sister 
Lois always do and as many more of us as can. . We 
got six of our converts there."’ 

‘* You haven't told me yet how many converts you 
reckon ?’' Uncle.Zadok reminded him. 

‘«Well,—we can’t be right sure of but fourteen. 
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“Uritle Zédok’s ities do’ away with some usual Easter 
' |. programs, and the outlook of a town is changed 











You see, five of the fellows have gone away, and 


though we hope they're holding out, we don't know, 
And three backslid. That's nothing wonderful, when 
you consider the temptations. ‘We haven't given 'em 
up. Grandma Snow, she’s praying for 'em like forty, 

and she believes they'll come. through yet,. And 
there’s half-a-dozen more we are after,—hope we'll 
get some of ‘em to-morrow, but of course you Can't 
tell. It may ‘be weeks ‘yet. 

‘‘And’ the “children are getting more like what 
children ought to be and not so much like imps of the 
pit as they were. Only children, you know,—you 
can’t expect them to be grown-up saints all at once. 
They'll come to it, though, if, we keep on praying. 
And about a dozen more that wasn’t working at their 
religion any to speak of till these prayer-meetings 
started up,—still you, couldn't call them converts. 
They were Christians before, after a fashion, enough 
to get them into heaven, 1 suppose, but not enough 
to make them much good down here.” But if you want 
to see 'em, I can show you fourteen that were dead and 
are alive,—and not one bit afraid to tell it either. 


OT that I'm begging for a whole handful of 
~ your lilies,” he added hastily. «But I just 
thought if you was so interested in converts, 
maybe you'd like to know about these. -We're not 
really a»church; we've no building, no choir, no 
preacher. Sometimes I wonder if that’s not one rea- 
son we've had such glorious success,—I mean, while 
the big churches were trusting in their great preachers 
and trained choirs and pipe organs and such to draw 
the people in and then appointing committees to do 
the work, we were trusting in the Lord and every one 
of us just trying to do all he could—in the Lord, 

‘*We haven’t made any fancy Easter program. We 
meet our Lord every Sunday in the year, and we 
can’ ¢ think any more of him to-morrow than we do 
other days,—he’s our life all the time. And I don't 
want to rob other folks that care more for these things 
than we do, Still, if you had plenty, I wo/d like 
one or two. You see, we're all poor folks, and the 
children never saw any flowers that fine.’’ 

Uncle Zadok’s face was shining. When he could 
speak, he said simply : ‘‘You shall have your full 
fourteen, brother, and God bless you all.’’ 

There were Easter services in every church in town 
that year,—special music and fine floral decorations, 
~——but when acquaintances met that afternoon, they 
did not speak of the solo or the sermon. They asked, 
‘*Which church did you attend? How many lilies 
did they have ?’’ 

For the story of Uncle Zadok’s lilies, written up in 
the young reporter’ s best style, had been the feature 
of the morning’s News. 

At St. Paul’s Church the altar was banked with 
imported Easter lilies, pure and fair,—but many only 
commented, ‘* Not one Auratum lily? Not one?’’ 

At Fifth Avenue they had two glorious blossoms, 
but the pastor said with intense feeling, ‘‘ Only two, 
brothers and sisters,—only two! .God helping us, 
let us try to make it ten times two in the coming year."’ 


‘T St. Andrew’ s Church the old minister, holding up 

a single splendid lily, made an impassioned ap- 

peal for more earnest work the coming year, clos- 

ing with a pathos that touched every heart : ‘‘ Perhaps 

it is true that you would do better with a younger man. 

But brethren, beware lest the Lord look. down seek- 

ing fruit from this church, and seeing, on all this ap- 

parently flourishing branch, but this one fruit, shall 

Say in sorrow and disappointment, ‘It isa church that 

has outlived its usefulness. Cut it down ; why cum- 
bereth it the ground ?’ 

‘‘Oh, brethren, shall we not resolve that by the 
grace of God, whether I am with you or not, we will 
strive to work in his vineyard more faithfully and 
effectively henceforth ?’’ 

In three other churches the pastors, leaving the 
customary Easter program, turned their sermons into 
strong appeals that on this day the Lord might indeed 
arise for them,—rise from the tomb in which their 
own worldliness and unbelief had immured him, and 
come forth to make their lives henceforth a power for 
good. 

‘Look, brothers!’’ said the minister at Grace 
Church (as reported in the News to be read all over 


the town next day), ‘‘seven lilies! Only seven! 
That means that this church has been instrumental 
in saving only seven souls this last year. You may 
say, ‘Who can estimate the value of those seven 
souls? It was worth all our labor had we saved only 
one!’ That's true, brother,—but who can estimate 
the value of the souls we didn’t save? We saved 
seven, —there were seventy or more that needed sav- 
ing,—and who knows but we ‘might have done it if 
we had every one of us worked as hard as we would: 
to carry an election in which we were interested? As 
for saying we couldn't have done more, that's non- 
sense. What! A church of about three hundred - 
members honestly work for a whole year, and not 
able to save more than seven souls? When an om- 
nipotent, omniscient Father has promised to give 
them all the assistance they need? Impossible ! 

‘* Brothers, over in Korea they will not admit a 
man to the church till he has brought a soul to ‘Christ. 
Over there they think that the church is the represen- 
tative of Christ, and he who would stand before the ° 
world representing our Lord must first prove himself 
ready tobe used by Christ. What would the 
Christians of Korea think of us? Worse yet, what 
does the Master think of us? Three hundred pro- 
fessed Christians, and in a year’s time we have-done 
no more than this for his glory and for the salvation 
of those for whom he died ! 

‘* We have a fine new church-building, brothers ; 
we have cathedral windows and a great organ,—but 
there was a church of old to whom the Master sent 
word, ‘ Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased 
with goods, and have need of nothing ; and knowest 
not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, 
and blind, and naked. .. . I will spué thee out of my 
mouth,’ 

‘« Brethren, in God’s name I appeal to. you, let us 
unite in strong prayer on this glorious Easter morn- 
ing, that this church may arise from her death-like 
torpor, roll away the stone of worldliness, cast off 
the sloth and self-seeking which have wrapped her 
like grave-clothes, and come forward to do the work 
of blessing and salvation which God has entrusted to 
her hands."’ 


a NCLE ZADOK,"’ said the young reporter, 
coming into the little cobbler shop the next 
morning, ‘‘ it’s my honest belief that if you 

offer a lily for every convert next Easter, you'll need 

a lot more than were called for this time."’ 

«*I hope so,’’ the old man said, +‘ Did you see 
any of 'em ?”’ 

‘*Did 1? Two or three of‘us fellows made a busi- 
ness of hunting up those lilies yesterday. And if it’s 
any satisfaction to you to know it, you've got the good 
folks of this town tremendously stirred up. . You 
wouldn't have believed that a couple of dozen flowers 
could’'make so much excitement. It's almost equal 
to a murder trial. Why, at two churches they held a 
regular altar service over them,—oyer the ones they 
didn’t get, I should say. ‘Consider the lilies of the 
field, how they grow, they toil not, neither do they 
spin,’ but when they taketo preaching,—whew! I'll 
never see one again without feeling as if it were call- 
ing me to come and be saved."’ 

Uncle Zadok laid his hand gently on the young 
man's arm, ‘‘I’ve got some yet,’’ he said softly. 
‘« Won't you let me give you one, my boy?’ 

The young reporter looked at him quickly, then 
flushed. ‘Uncle Zadok, there’s no use trying to get 
around it, I haven’t had a quiet minute since I strolled 
into that little meeting where they had fourteen of 
your lilies. It wasn’t the lilies, but the folks’ shining 
faces, that got me. One woman told how her boy 
went wrong and was saved ; and she looked—vwell, 
just like mother.’ 

Uncle Zadok caught the meaning of the quivering 
voice of the strong young fellow ; he slipped his arm 
through one of his and led him into the small room 
back of the shop. There they kneeled together. 
Not long after, a real convert left the old cobbler’s 
shop, and. more than one person turned to look at 
the lily and the radiant face behind it. Uncle 
Zadok watched the figure disappear ; then he looked at 
his lilies, and again he entered that small back room, 
and kneeled down alone. 
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The many practical suggestions of the following article, 
together with an extensive list of books for a Parents’ 
Library and for Children and Young People which is 
to be published in a forthcoming number of the Times, 
are likely to be needed as a leaflet, which may be 
had from The Sunday School Times Cowpany at 5 
cents each, 50 cents a dosen, or $4 a hundred copies, 


DUCATED motherhood is the demand of to-day, 

not only in our own land, but across the sea, 

It is a demand that will not be ignored ; it is a 

Macedonian cry that refuses to be silenced. Mothers 
are everywhere pleading for assistance. 

In the elementary grades of our Bible schools we 
find a very large percent of the children come from 
homes where religious instruction is an unknown 
quantity. These young children represent young 
mothers, many of whom feel that they have done all 
that is necessary when they have sent their children 
to the Sunday-school, forgetting that the school should 
only supplement the home ; and that children need 
religious instruction each day, as well as on Sunday. 
Mothers’ meetings are valuable and important, even 
a necessity. 

What do mothers learn in these associations ? They 
learn the art of telling stories, especially Bible stories, 
and by this means cultivate a love for the Bible. 
Children love stories, and no stories in the world are 
more attractive and fascinating than Bibie stories. 
The discussion bya group of mothers of a book, such 
as ‘* The Unfolding Life,'"’ by Mrs. A. A. Lamo- 
reaux, is of immense value, for no mother can listen 
to a synopsis and discussion of such a book without 
being convinced that the spiritual development of her 
child is vital and important. . Mothers’ meetings 
should be attended by teachers as well as mothers, 
for the teacher can thus come in close contact with 
the mothers, and learn more of the needs of her 
scholars than she possibly can in her visits in the 
home, Jn the meeting, the problems each mother has 
met will be brought out, and the teachers and mothers 
can. work and plan together to help the children over 
the rough places. This is co-operation, 

Interest the parents, and bring them into touch with 
the school. From the Cradle Roll up, draw the 
mothers to the school. From one mothers’ associa- 
tion in Brooklyn, New York, started for mothers of 
the very smallest scholars, four mothers’ classes have 
been formed, and the mothers are promoted with the 
children, 

Mothers’ meetings are valuable because mothers 
learn the importance of studying the lesson with their 
children, asking questions about the lesson, and em- 
phasizing through the week the truth taught on Sun- 
day. Mothers’ meetings have been the means of 
leading mothers to Christ, and into the church, where 
they have become valuable workers. 


Organiszation.—The organization shovld bé very 
simple, and the meetings informal. It really is not 
necessary to have a constitution, The first step is to 
gather the mothers together. This can be done in 
various ways: get your pastor and superintendent 
enthusiastic ; put notices in the church bulletin ; ask 
pastor and superintendent to say a few words from 
the pulpit, endorsing the movement ; send a card of 
invitation home by the children ; have a Cradle Roll 
reception, and there in < heart-to-heart talk urge the 
mothers to come together once a month to talk over 
problems ; better than all else, call personally upon 
each mother and invite her. 

Room, —This should be made most attractive. 

Jeader.—Appoint the most consecrated woman in 
your church ; a mother if possible ; one who loves 
God and little.children. 

Name.—* Mothers’ Association of the 
Church,"’ or.a name specially suited to your group. 

Odject.—To help mothers to come nearer to Christ; 
to instruct their children in religious truths ; and to 
raise, the standard of the home. 

Officers. —President, vice-president, secretary and 
treasurer, and librarian. 

Dues.—It is not necessary to have dues, but if you 
must have them let them be small ; a better way is to 
have a basket on the table for voluntary offerings at 
the close of the meeting. 

Zopics.—Simple, practical ones, problems mothers 


No Sunday-school can be at its best if it is not 
bringing the mothers of the congregation into active 
relationship with the school. In the issue of March 
2 and in this issue the topic of Mothers’ Associa- 
tions as applied to the Sunday-school is treated 
and illustrated. These associations represent 
usually a monthly week-day afternoon or evening 
gathering of the mothers, of a semi-social nature, 
with the father rather an incident than @ vital fac- 
tos in the planning. 

Fathers’ and Parents’ Associations, in which the 
fathers form a part of the organization, will be con- 
sidered later, as well as the important feature of 

mothers’ and fathers’ Classes as a part of the Sun- 
day-school session. | 

The plans and topics for Mothers’ Associations 
given on this page are from the large experience of 
Mrs. W. F. Heath, who has long been recognized 
as, a leader in the field of Mothers’ Associations. 
Her work in the promotion of such associations in 
Brooklyn, New York, was notable, and her address 
at the World’s Sunday School Convention at Wash- 
ington gave new impetus to this fruitful endeavor 
to relate vitally the home and the Sunday-school. 


—FRANK L. BROWN. 








have met in the home. A program for a season can 
be arranged, taking some book for study and discus- 
sion, or individual topics. 

Music.—The best obtainable—solos, a mothers’ 
chorus, hymns, and children’s songs used in Bible 
school. Mothers ought to be familiar with these. 

Library.—Good, helpful books for the mothers to 
read. These may be donated, one at a time, or 
bought from the general fund, and loaned to the mem- 
bers of the association. 

Social Hour.—Plan for this at the close of the 
meeting, with light refreshments, games, old-time 
songs. 

Care of Children.—Provide some one to care for 
children who cannot be left at home, so that mothers 
may enjoy the meeting. 

Conference.—Will the mothers talk? Certainly ; 
every mother desires the best she can get for her 
child ; if she cannot get it by listening, she will ask 
for it. 

Parents Meetings.—The father has a resposibility 
that he cannot shirk ; hold a parents’ meeting now 
and then, and arrange a program that will interest 
the fathers as well as mothers. Educated ‘ parent- 
hood’’ will bring a blessing on every home, on every 
school, on every nation, and on every individual. 


AN ORDER OF SERVICE FOR MOTHERS’ ASSOCIATIONS 


Devotional service. 

Minutes of last meeting. 

‘Treasurer’s report. 

Business. 

Music—Vocal or instrumental. 

Topic for Study—Presented by leader or some speaker. 
Discussion. 

Closing words. 

Adjournment, 


ProcRAM Topics—I 


October—The Value of Mothers’ Meetings 

November—Bed-time Stories : What to tell and how. 

December—Christmas Giving. 

January—The Training of the Will. 

February— Parents’ meeting. 8 P.M. Speaker to be 
announced. 

March—Religious Training of Children in the Home. 

April—Children’s Prayers. 

May—Reviewing the Winter’s Work. Has it Paid? 


II 


October—The Mother’s Privilege. 

November—A Talk About Christmas Gifts. 

Décember—The Best Gift. 

January—An Ideal Christian Home. 

February — Evening meeting. All parents invited. 
Topic : The Fathers’ Responsibility. 

March—How Inculcate a Spirit of Reverence, 

April—Children’s Reading. 

May—God in Nature. 
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Ill 
October—The Religion of a Child. 
November—How to Lead Children to Christ 
December—The Child as God’s Child. 
January—Formation of Habits. 
February — Parents’ meeting. 8 P, M. Making the 
Bye a Good Citizen. 
jaa te cas. Questions, 
April—Unconscious Influences, 
ay—Social Gathering. 


IV 

October—Vacation Echoes. 
November—The Meaning of Thanksgiving. 
December—Question-box meeting. 

anuary—Christian Patriotism, 

ebruary— Parents’ meeting. Evening session. The 

Fathers’ Part in the Training of the Child. 

March— Our Duty Toward Other People’s Children. 
April—Rainy Day Occupations. 
May—The Twilight Meee, The Mothers’ Opportunity. 


Vv 
October—The Province of a Mother. 
November—How Can Our Association be a Power? 
December—The True Spirit of Christmas. Christmas 
Stories. 

ere AI Gv Between Mother and Teacher. 

ebruary—Children’s Rights : Have they Any? 
March—Bible Stories and Sunday Amusements. 
April—A Children’s Hour. Games and Stories. 
May—Social Gathering. 


Toric—Gop’s RELATIONSHIP TO THE CHILD 
God as a Father. 
God as a Friend. 
God as a Helper. 
God as a Protector. 
God as a Guide. 
God as a Lover. 


Five-minute papers by mothers, followed by discussion. 


Books FOR STUDY THROUGH THE WINTER 

‘* The Unfolding Life,’? by Mrs. A. A. Lamoreaux (West- 
minster Press, 75 cents). 

‘** A Study of Child Nature,’’ by Elizabeth Harrison (Chi- 
cago Kindergarten College, $1). 

**Child Nature and Child Nurture,’’ by Edward P. St. 
John (Pilgrim Press, 50 cents net). 

Synopsis of each chapter to be given by mothers in a 
short paper. Discussion to follow. 


MOTHERS OF THE BIBLE—LESSONS FROM THEIR LIVES 
Hannah. 
Rebekah. 
Jochebed. 
Naomi. 
Lois and Eunice. 
Elisabeth, 
Mary. 


These topics may be treated in a variety of ways, 
Two suggested outlines are given, appropriate for use 
in meetings : 


HANNAH—MOTHER OF SAMUEL 


Home Reading for Mothers: 1 Samuel 1 to 2: 22, 
Compare Hannah’s song of thankfulness with the mag- 
nificat of Mary (Luke 1 : 46-50). 
Topic for meeting: . 
Early Consecration of Children, 
Keeping of Promises. 
Discussion, 
Books : 
** Women of the Bible’’ (Harpers, $1, net), 


REBEKAH 
Home Reading: Genesis 27 to 35. 
Topic. for meeting : 
Indulgent and Partial Mothers. 
What Attributes of a Good Mother did Rebekah Lack ? 
Are Mothers Like Her To-day ? 
Discussion. 
Books : 
‘*Hints on Child Training,’’ by H. Clay: Trumbull 
(Scribners, $1.25). 
‘*The Boy and the Church,’’ by Eugene C. Foster 
(The Sunday School Times Co., 75 ayy 
“The Boy Problem,’’ by William Byron Forbush 
(Pilgrim Press, $1.10 postpaid). 
** Bringing Up Boys,’’ by Kate Upson Clark (Crowell, 
50 cents). 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 7 (1 Cor. 15: 1-1) 
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E WAS well into the Decapolis when the news 
reached him. 

Instantly he had turned back, and such had 
been his haste that he had not broken his journey 
éven for the sabbath. On his way, beside the ordi- 
nary travelers he met scores of the pilgrims returning 
from the great Passover Feast, and from them, bit by 
bit, he verified his evil tidings. 

The Romans had done it, so some said ; others 
that it had been an outbreak of mob violente insti- 
gated, as he could well believe, by the priests. That 
the man was dead there seemed to be no question, nor 
that he had died the ignominious death of a felon. 
Most told it simply as news, in which they had litte 
personal interest ; some rejoiced as in the passing of 
a dangerous character—he had, they said, been clearly 
proved guilty of sacrilege ; some of those nearer the 
city seemed to look back upon the fatal day with 
dread misgiving, remembering signs and portents 
which filled their superstitious hearts with terror. Up 


to the last he tried to believe that he should find him- ° 


self mistaken. Ill-news was always exaggerated, his 
first report was almost certain to prove misleading. 
Once came a vague rumor that at the last moment the 
governor had released him, as he was accustomed to 
free one prisoner in honor ot the feast. That cheered 
him for a mile and then was contradicted. . The last 
man he. questioned burst into tears. 

««I don’t know why, I don’t know how, it hap- 
pened,’ he sobbed, ‘but I was blind once; I can 
see now. He healed me; and I hoped," he added, 
as he caught the look of sympathy on Cleopas’ face, 
**I hoped it was he who should redeem Israel."’ 


O on.the night of the sabbath he reached the city. 
His last delusive hope was gone. He had no 
heart for asking more questions, but went straight 

to his own house and rejoiced to find himself drugged 
into slumber by his utter bodily exhaustion. 

‘Next morning he set himself ‘again to his task, and 
from the second hour until mid-day he wandered the 
streets, It was no longer facts ; of them, alas! there 
was no lack. He was seeking for some human crea- 
ture who had looked on it all from something ap- 
proaching his own viewpoint, for one who had some 
explanation. But not one friend could he ‘fiad: a 
score of men he sought in their accustomed places, 
but they were not there and no one could tell him 
their whereabouts. It recalled one of the mystical 
sayings that had so puzzled all of them : ‘‘I will smite 
the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered." He 
wondered if the quotation had been prophecy, in- 
tended to foretell a time like this. 

Finally, near the Damascus gate, it occurred to 
him that at Bethany there might be something to 
learn, and he was hurrying across the city in that 
direction when he caught sight of the one man whom 
he had been most earnestly seeking. There was no 
mistaking the broad shoulders, the bronzed neck, the 
curling black hair of John Mark, and in a moment he 
was beside him. 


T the touch upon his arm his friend nervously 
started, and turned upon him a face so gaunt 
and haggard that Cleopas drew back. Less than 

a week since he had seen him in’ perfect health, and 
now a stranger would have said he was new risen from 
a bed of sickness, 

‘I heard it and came back,’’ began Cleopas. 
it all true ?"’ 

‘*It is all true."" He spoke with the accent of age 
and decrepitude, not of youth and strength. 

‘*And you are going— ?"’ 

‘*To the little house at Emmaus. Mother insisted 
—I too am under suspicion; and we are all alike,’’ he 
spoke almost cynically ; ‘* we cling to our lives as if 
we still had something to live for."’ 

Both lapsed into silence until they were clear of the 
city throngs, then Mark said earnestly : 

‘* You must go with me, Friends need each other 
in such a time.’ 

‘«T have no plans,’’ said Cleopas, ‘‘ excepting to 
learn what you can tell me.*’ 

‘© You know— ?"’ 


‘*Is 


This story is one of the ten similar yet widely different imaginative 
narratives of Bible events contained in Mr. Hall's book “ A Voice in 
the Night” (The Sunday School ‘limes Co., 75 cents). 
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**Only that they killed him, The rest I gathered 
in bits along the road. I cannot understand it."’ 

** None of us can understand it. A week ago to-day 
the whole city, crowded as it was for the feast, thronged 
out to welcome him, Now he lies yonder, a gaping 
wound in his side, through hands and feet the holes 
torn by the nails. Or—no. He does not lie there. 
They have taken him away, we, know not where they 
have laid him,"" _ 

** Tell me it all, in order, from the beginning."’ 

And, starting with his meeting of John and Peter 
and their anticipated request for a room in which to 
eat the ube supper, Mark told him all, up to 
Joseph's unlooked-for offer of his own tomb as a 
place where the body might temporarily be laid. 

‘« This, then, is the end,’’ said Cleopas, when he 

‘« The end,"’ 

‘« But the body, you said—"’ 

‘‘True. I bad forgotten. This morning at day- 
break some of ‘the women went to the ave with 
spices. Just who they were I do not know, but Mary 
of Magdala was one of them, In an hour they had 
returned, and Mary, whose face at her going forth 
had been like the face of the dead, was gloriously, 
radiantly happy. She told us she had seen the Mas- 
ter, had spoken with him, and he was risen." 


‘© You did not try to undeceive her,’’ commented 
Cleopas. 
‘No. But it would have been quite useless, She 


said she knew it. ‘Wouldn't you know him, if you 
should. see him, and hear his voice?’ she asked us, 
And we, who had feared his death might bring upon 
her her old trouble, we were glad for her.’’ 

‘« What did the other women say ?’’ 

‘*They had not seen him, but they, too, were 
strangely exalted. The stone, they told us, was rolled 
from the tomb door, the body was gone, and a vision 
of angels had bid them seek for him, not among the 
dead, but among the living.”’ 

‘* Did any one else go to the tomb ?"’ 

‘*Yes. When they heard what the women said, 
Peter and John ran there at full speed. Him they 
did not see, nor the angels, but the tomb they found 
—empty, and John, though he had not seen him,-re- 
turned saying that he believed, with Mary, that the 
Lord was risen,”’ 

‘* But Mary alone had seen him ?"* 

¢¢ Ves.”” 


HE two men were alone upon the highroad, the - 


city behind them, the fields walled in by roughlv- 

piled stones stretching away on either hand. For 

some moments they walked on in silence, then Mark 
burst out : 

‘*How did it come, that change from despair to 

radiant gladness? A mind once shattered,—as hers 

was, —has it some power unknown to yours or mine?’’ 


Cleopas did not reply at once. Finally, with a. 


sigh that seemed half sorrow and half impatience, he 


‘said : 


‘«Great grief blinds us sometimes to common sense. 
But you, of course, must think of all this as I do, as 
any one would, who, standing aloof, unprejudiced, 
should try to See it clearly and as it is. Out of amal- 
ady that made her life more ‘errible than death itself, 
His voice had called her. From that day he was her 
life ; and when his life went out hers too must go, 
unless she found him again. That very passion of 
her agony kindled her woman’s imagination and for 
her pictured him, with all the clearness of reality, 
standing at daybreak there in the garden, A week, a 
month, and she may realize her self-delusion or, if 
she still insists that it was real, then there may rise a 
legend, and out of the experience of a friend we shail 
learn how miracles are made.”’ 

‘* Yes,’ answered Mark dejectedly. ‘* Yes, so it 
must be, of course, and _yet,’’ he added, with a sud- 
den. upflaring stubbornness, ‘‘you have not heard 
her, She is so swve:;:and it :has remade. her, lifted 
her into a—oh, yes, of course, it must. have been, as 
you say, imagination merely, only—'' and the strong 
voice broke in something like -a ‘sob—* only, I wish 
ZI could think I had seen him. ‘There was light ahead 
then—when he was here—and how it is all dark off 
there and I am alone."' 


He had spoken, as they both knew, without thought 
of the actual scene before them, but his friend chose 
to misunderstand him. 

‘No, no,’ he said, ‘it is making ready for @ fair 
sunset, and a fair sunset—Ae said that, too—it is a 
promise."’ 

Again they walked on in silence. At length, half 
to himself, Cleopas began : 

‘It is the end, as we have said. The hopes and 
plans of which he was the center must be foregone. 
We must grow used to a world without him, without 
the hopes he kindled : and shall we not be better, 
since it is the end, if we look back upon the past, too, 
free from all glamor. His greatness dazzled us then, 
but now—"’ He hesitated. ‘i have been wonder- 
ing—we knew his boundless compassion, his gift- of 
healing, his lovingkindness, but with his gentleness, 
was there Jowe? ever to have compassed—'’ 

‘*No, no,"’ Mark interrupted, almost impatiently, 
**I told you there was no understanding it. There 
lies the coil of it all. After the supper I followed 
them. down to the garden, as I have told you., I saw 
when the mob broke in. He only looked at them 
and they went backward, as if the fire of God had 
singed their faces ; and then, when his followers were 
fled they came back, those same men, and bound him 
and led him away. I saw it; and I know—lI cannot 
tell you how, you can believe it or’ not, but I snow 
that they could not have bound him had he not let 
them. He had the power—I somehow think part of 
the agony was that he had the power—but would not 
let himself use it." 


LEOPAS turned his head as if to reply, then bit 
his lip, and only asked courteously : 
*« And there was no further resistance ?"’ 

‘*None. I looked for it moment by moment. I 
followed so close that I myself barely escaped arrest. 
One struck him with a rope’s end. He went on 
meekly. Then through the trial and through—the 
rest—’’ he shuddered, ‘‘I watched, and not I only, 
for his miraculous deliverance ; and the darkness 
came, and the earthquake, and in the streets some 
said they met the dead, but still he hung there. 
There was a cry once that he had called for Elias, 
but he had not ; I heard him ; it was quite different. 
At last there came from his lips—to me it sounded 
like a shout of victory ; and I looked for victory even 
then, for a rending of the skies, a pouring forth of 
the wrath and majesty of God ; but that was the last. 
He was dead. And yet I, who watched to the end 
—and beyond, I say again he ad the power, he 
could have subdued. kingdoms, he could have re- 
deemed Israel and rejgned—for ever and ever.'’ 

*«Why, then—?'’ began Cleopas. 

**I do not know why. There lies the mystery.’’ 

Once more they walked on in silence, and once 
more Mark’s mind went back to its brooding. 

** Mary said,’’ he mused, ‘‘and the other women 
—and John—and Peter—all of them — that it was 
empty. What—what had become—?"’ 

‘*Surely,.’ expostulated Cleopas, ‘‘they who had 
hearts to kill him would hardly scruple—’’ 

‘* Yes, yes, and they have spread the report we 
stole his body. What infamy that story covers—'’ 

His voice died out in an unintelligible murmur. 

More doubtless by way of consolation than because 
it reflected any hope of his own, -Cleopas suggested : 

‘This ‘death’ you witnessed—it could not. have 
been a faint from which— ?’’ 

Mark shook his head. 


” O. He was dead. I saw the spear—the blood 
—the water—and I have seen wounds in 
battle. He was dead. I know."’ 

Again there fell between them the veil of silence. 
Each pondered his own thoughts ;‘ and the coming 
sunset drew on, more radiant eyen than it had bid 
fair to be, and neither of them looked on it. 

*¢ And what shall be this future,"" Mark burst out 
at length, ‘‘if we must reframe, it?,. What may we 
dare to hope for this our people ?’’ 

There was no joy in the tone of Cleopas’ reply, 
only a resolute willingness to face the facts. 

** The reign of one monarch over-all people has 
come,"’ he said, ‘‘ not as your fathers wished ‘it, or as 

(Continued on page 19a) 
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The Lesson Pilot 


By James M. Stifler 


Getting, Started in Class 


WO men went out for a walk one day; it was 
Sunday, and neither of them was a church-going 


man, Their walk led them out of the little city 


where they both lived and up the slope of a hill, and 


there on the hillside they sat down and looked over’ 


the towh. It is a good thing to move out of your 


regular place every now and then, and go off a little’ 


and look at yourself, It gives you a necessary sense 
of proportion, and helps drive out from your brain 
the fog of too mnndy application to work. One of 
these men afterward became a very successful man 
of affairs in one of the greatest cities of any nation. 
On this sunny afternoon they sat and looked over 
the roofs of their little sng 8: and bigger and brighter 
than anything else in the landscape stood out the tall 
white spire of a church. 

** John,” said one of them to the other, ‘‘ neither of 
us is a Christian, but if it were not for the church we 
could never be doing business in safety in that city.” 

That church spire meant all that the Christian 
Church ‘stands for. Every sort of true architecture 
must tell the story of the great thought that lies be- 
hind it. The church spire, like a img finger point- 
ing to the sky, reminds all who behold it of the good 
God above us and of man’s eternal- home. The 
church spire speaks the music of hope that the Chris- 
tian faith. rings in every heart. The resurrection of 
Jesus is the greatest single fact in the experience of 
the human race, On it the whole fabric of the Chris- 
tian religion stands, It is the only answer that has 
ever been given to the riddle of death, that certain 
experience of every soul, It is a complete and satis- 
factory answer. 


The Teacher's Preparation 
[The references throughout are to other lesson articles in the Times.] 

A careful reading of the account of the resurréc- 
tion given in the Four Gospels and the appearances 
of our Lord to his friends: is almost essential to a 
thorough approach to this lesson. Read also the 
first eleven, verses of Acts 1, and the story of Paul’s 
conversion (Acts 9: 1-9; 26: 10-20), Then the nar- 
trative of Paul’s residence in Corinth (18 : 1-11). 

Professor Riddle’s first two paragraphs tell some- 
thing about the ig Oy the occasion for the letter to 
the Corinthians, ow the purpose of the teacher of 
this lesson is not to argue away doubts, but to present 
evidence on which faith may find a sure and com- 
fortable resting-place. Professor Clow, paragraph 1, 
suggests three ways in which different persons are 
assured that the Lord is risen indeed: aeeety | the 
Gospels, inner experience, and witnesses of the-facts, 
Now the first two are for older minds and riper ex- 
perience, and he shows that Paul in this fifteenth 
chapter of First Corinthians gives the third sort of 
evidence, His sécond and third paragraphs show 
the sort of evidence Paul brings, and the “ suffi- 
ciericy " of it. Now if we read carefully the entire 
fifteenth chapter of First Corinthians, we can pick 
out just the objections that Paul was trying to meet, 
Mr. Wells’ article indicates all the recorded appear- 
ances of Jesus after his resurrection. 

Paul had the deepest sort of reverence for his own 
gospel (Dr. Mackie, paragraph 1; Mr. Ridgway, 
paragraph 1). Consult carefully Professor Riddle’s 
comments on verses 1, 2.3. For the witness of the 
Scriptures read Dr. Mackie’s second soonaneys and 
the references given by Professor Riddle, 

All the great doctrine of the Atonement is encased 
in verse 3. Mr. Ridgway’s figure, paragraph 2, is 
excellent. But bear in mind that no one figure can 
cover all of thatgreattruth. The tremendous fact so 
simply stated in verse 4 is the center of the center of 
the gospel. From this we drawconclusions like those in 
Professor Clow's last three paragraphs, and have ex- 
periences such as Mr, Ridgway mentions in his third. 
Observe the massing of evidence in verses 5 to 8, 
reading Mr. Ridgway, paragraph 4, and Professor 
Riddle's explanatory notes. Mr. Ridgway gives a 
happy interpretation to Paul's reference to himself, 
and-Professor Riddle shows how versé 11 returns to 
the statement of verse 1. For light on the importance 
of the bodily resurrection, read the main editorial in 
this issue. 


The Class in Session * 

Paul was the fay interpreter and teacher of all 
the apostles, and he never let himself be enticed very 
far away from what he knew to be the very backbone 
of the whole Christian faith,—the resurrection of 

esus, What he says in verse 14 is the simple fact. 
f it is not true that Jesus was raised from the dead, 
then there is nothing to the Christian faith but a set 
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LESSON 1. APRIL 7. THE APPEARANCES OF THE 


‘1 Cor. 15: 1-11. Commit verses 36, 11 


Golden Text: This Jesus did God raise up, whereof we all are witnesses.—Acts 2 : 32 


* Now I make known unto you, brethren, the* which 
1 ? preached unto you, which also ye received, wherein also ye 
stand, 2 by which also ye are saved, if ye fast ® the word 
which I # preached unto you, except ye believed *in vain. 3 
For I delivered unto you first of all that which also I received’: 
that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures ; 4 and 
that he was buried ; and that he hath been raised on the third 
day according to the scriptures; 5 and that he appeared to 
Cephas ; then to the twelve ; 6 then he appeared to above five 
hundred brethren at once, of-whom the greater: part remain 
until now, but some.are fallen asleep ; 7 then he a to 
5 James ; then to all the apostles; 8 and last of as to the 
¢ untimely born, he appeared to me also. . For I am the 
least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace 
of God I am what I am : and his grace which was bestowed 
upon me was not found * vain; but I labored more abund- 
antly than they all; yet not I, but the ery of God which was 
with me. rr Whether then é# de I or they, so we preach, and 


so ye believed. } 

1 Or, tidings: and so elséwhere: 2Gr. bring tidings. 
Gomp, t. 21. & 8 Gr. with what word.. * Or, withoni cause §. Or, 
Jac 6 Or void ; 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sous,” 


Your Lesson Questions Answered . 


(The references here given are to para s, by number, 
of the various hensom astiches in this Ee. of the Times.) 


Verse 1.—Just what is meant here by ‘‘the gospel ’’?’ 


When had Paul preached to‘ the Corinthians? Why did 
Paul write of the resurrection té the Corinthian Christians? 
(Riddle, 1, 2; Clow, 2; Ridgway, 1; Sanders, 1. 

Verse 2.—What is meant by ‘‘except:.ye believed in 
vain ’’? (Riddle.) 

Verse 3.—Where did Paul receive the gospel he preached 
to the Corinthians? Would sins have been cleansed. if 
Jesus had not risen? In what sense had Paul “ received’’ 
the truths he mentions here and in the following verses? 
(Riddle; Clow, 6; Mackie, 1; Sanders, 4; Stiffer, Lesson 
Summary.) eS 

Verse 4.—What Scripture references are referred to? 
(Mackie, 2; Sanders, § ; Stifler, Class in:Session.) 

Verse 5.—Who was Cephas? Why doés it say: Jesus 
appeared to the twelve when there were only eleven 
apostles? (Riddle. ) 

Verses 5-8.—Why does not Paul mention the other ap- 
pearances of Jesus? (Clow, 3.) 

Verse 8.—Why did Paul compare himself to ‘the child 
untimely born ’’ ? When did Jesus mrad to Paul ? (Riddle), 

Verses 10; 11:—Whom did Paul mean by ‘they’? 
(Riddle. ) 








of good moral teachings. Make no mistdke about 
this, for that the entire Christian faith stands or falls 
with it is the meaning of the opening words of the 
lesson. It is one thing to tell people to ‘‘ be good,” 
but quite another thing to say, ‘‘I have something 
that will make you good.” ‘The real gospel,” says 
Paul, ‘‘ the gospel which I preached and you believed, 
is founded on a miracle and works miracles.” An- 
other thing Paul always insisted on was that he re- 
ceived his gospel as from other hands, It was no 
device of his (Gal. 1: 11, 12). It came to him first 
on the road to Damascus, and successive revelations 
and testimonies since had developed it (Professor 
Riddle on v. 3). 

‘*‘ Christ died for our sins.”| Do nat grow discour- 
ages if you do not wholly understand the how or why 
of this. Thank God that there is something too great 
about his love for us to grasp it all at once. Experi- 
ence develops a better insight as we come nearer to 
Christ. ‘Raised... according to the Scriptures.” 
A tremendous fact, but not unforeseen, for it was 
rooted far, tar back in the book theyrevered. Peter's 
first sermon on the Day of Pentecost reminded his 
hearers that David had spoken of this(Acts 2 : 25-28): 
Philip taught the Ethiopian the same thing (Acts 8°: 
32, 33). The two t Christian sacraments, bap- 
tism and the Lord's Supper, teach the same thing, 
Our hearts yearn for it, and the Word of God rings 
with it. Now observe that Paul does not seek to 
bring forward arguments to show that this is so. Such 
a thing as this cannot be argued: it must be proved, 
So Paul brings forward his facts. Jesus was seen 
after his death and burial by Peter, the twelve. five 
hundred brethren, by James, and by Paul himself. 
Decisive thoughts are: 


r. His friends themselves did not believe the res- 
urrection possible, but were convinced by two things: 
his tomb was empty, and the fact that they saw and 
recognized him. 

2. Jesus himself had said repeatedly that he would 
die and be raised again. 

3. Death is, to men, the absolutely insoluble mys- 
tery of existence. A real Son of God surely would 


show himself superior to death, and give his friends 


victory over it, 
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RISEN LORD 


oe 


A Lesson Summary ; 

It is a pity that we come so seldom to this great 
fountain-head of Christian faith and Christian 
strength. Not one single week ought to go by with- 


out its being y yes of in every church in Christen-; 


dom, It was the keynote of all Paul’s preaching and 
writing, and the foundation of all his exhorta to 
his brethren. iy pas that men build and plan 
comes to an end. ‘The days of our years are 
powcr yh years and ten, ~ = 
pir surscore years; yet r 
and os 

The pathos of the great question-mark of the Psalm 


reason of 
de but labor 


of Moses is on every ray ns and word of man.. 


If God were to speak to the human race a word. of 
comfort, of assurance, would not a sign that his chil- 


dren should conquer death be the very thing he 
would give? The Christian Church was founded on’ 


faith in this very fact. You can hardly read for five 
minutes anything that Paul, or James, or Peter, or 
— wrote without coming to some refefence to it. 

hey did not:mince matters about it. They were as 
bold as lions about it. Mavis 

To the disciples. the resurrection of Jesus meant 
two things: first, they saw in it the promise that the 
sons of God should be victorious over the death of the 
body, that man’s personality lived on as a personality 
after his body was gone; second, it meant to them 


_ the more immediately practical lesson that the-same 


God who raised the y of Jesus would give to his 
children-the same raising power to lift them out of 
their- old life of death in sin to.a new life in right- 
eousness (Eph.,2: 1-10), .The Christian believes in 
the resurrecting power of, God,—a miracle of grace. 
We believe that we shall see Him face to face, that 
we shall see our loved ones face to face, and that 
we shall be sinless through the power of God, : 


Questions for Class Use 
1. What is the most convincing evidence to’ you that 
Jesus rose from the dead ? ° 


2. What convinced the disciples that he had been raised? 


3. Is there any direct evidence aside from the resurreéc- 
tion of Jesus that we shall live hereafter ? 

4. To what did Paul attribute his power as an apostle? 

5. What were. two grounds on which the resurrection 
was disbelieved? (v. 12, and 2 Tim. 2: 18.) 

6. How many days was Jesus seen alive on earth after 
his resurrection ? 

7. Which one of the manifestations reported in the Gos- 
pels appeals most to you ? 

8. What is the great practical lesson of the resurrection ? 


Other Teaching Points 


Paul met the denial of the possibility of the resurrection 
with the most direct sort of evidence. The Christian 
Church stands flat-footed on that platform. 

There never has been a time when the church did not 
have in it those who were imperfect. Some of these Cor- 
inthians needed to be taught even after Paul himself had 
been with them a year and a half, ; 

It is a good thing to dwell on such great thoughts as the 
death and the resurrection often. Don’t reserve them for 
Easter time only, They are good for everyday living. 

Paul never ceased to reproach himself for the injury that 
he had done to the cause of Christ. But he laid more em- 
phasis on God’s grace than on his own wickedness. 

The finest sort of humility is that ofthe man who knows 
that his power to do things comes only from God. 

There are always men who believe and advocate a 
Christianity without any resurrection or miracle of any kind 
in it; but no such faded faith ever produced a great revi- 
val or a powerful missionary. 

A Glimpse of Next Week’s Lesson 
(Mark2: 23 to 3: 6) 
[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, to quicken 
interest in the coming lesson. The suggestions and ques- 
tions are for the members’. hdme ration, to be 
assigned in advance by the teacher.} 

The Pharisees were the religious leadersin Judza. 
They had built up a regular system of things -that 
were ‘‘not lawful"’ to be done on the Sabbath. 
Their system was artificial, and hard on humanity, 
and Jesus proceeded to teach them so, 

They would make the Sabbath a hardship; he 
would make it a comfort. We shall see next week 
two occasions when he was criticized for Sabbath 
breaking, and what he said to his critics. 

1. When did the — sabbath begin and close? 

2, What was the fault that Jesus’ disciples were accused 
of when they plucked corn? 

3. .To what.crisis in David’s life did Jesus point in justi- 
fication of his disciples ? (1 Sam. 2% : 6,) 

4. What did Jesus mean by his words in verse 27? 

5. Why did Jesus tell the man to ‘‘stand forth’’? 

6,. Why did they not answer Jesus’ question of verse 4? 

7. Did Jesus deliberately irritate these men? 

Evanston, ILL. 
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LESSON FOR ‘APRIL 7 (1 Cor. 15 : 1-12) 


The Living Lord; Then and Now 
By the Rev. Professor W. M. Clow, B.D. 


. . ‘A one { 

HERE are three ways of assuring our anxious 
hearts, not only on Easter morning, but on 
every morning of our earthly lives, that the 

Lord is risen. One of these is to read the Goepaie. 
As the artless story, so clearly told and-so con : 
impresses itself’ once more upon us, its truth is 
brought home to our hearts, and we enter into the 
radiant joy of those disciples who said:with a 
deep: breath of wondering delight, ‘‘It is the Lord.” 


Another way we must never forget. The risen Lord — 


still makes himself known. He still ars to'men. 
As we walk bythe way and speak of him, as we 
break the bread, as we meet for see in the upper 
room, as we betake ourselves to garden to mourn 
his absence,—yes, and as we stand on the very brink 
of gin, passing down _hot-foot to some place of shame, 
the Lord ap: We hear his voice, and he -makes 
our hearts burn either with delight or with shame. 
But these ways may seem too simple to speak of to 
the scornful critic and the mocking unbeliever. Then 
we ‘meet all denial with im reasoning on 
the facts. Wecall ae witnesses. We listen to 
their testimony. We look into their faces, and we re- 
| their lives, and we cry, *‘ Now is Christ risen 
tom the-dead.”’ 

That-is what Paul does here. There were some iti 
Corinth who had denied the resurrection. It was 
denied on two grounds. _One was that ‘‘there is no 
resurrection of the dead” (v. 12). That is the asser- 
tion of ‘materialists inall ages. When the pody dies, 
they assert, everything dies, for man is only the su- 
preme animal. erefore they argued that Christ, 
the wise and loving Jesus of Nazareth, whom they 
were willing to praise, as men are willing to praise 
him still, had not been seen in Joseph’s garden, and 
had not called the disciples by their names. That 
was only a-foolish story grown out of the phantas- 
mal vision of an over-heated brain, and too readily 
believed by credtlous followers. It was also denied 
on the ground that what was meant by the resurrec- 
tion of. Christ was simply the rising up of the new 
life in the souls of those who accepted him as one in 
whom they had hope in this life only. These were 
the. spiritualists, e can: hear the echo of their 
vague and specious words in the carne of those 
whe strive to exhaust the miracles of the New Testa- 
ment of all literal meaning. These say that in every 
believer ‘‘ the resurrection is past already.”” What 
Paul does is to summon the witnesses to the event. 
Remember, it took place less than thirty years before 
Paul wrote,. Some. of the witnesses were still living. 
‘Phe greater part remain unto this present.”” Ifwe 
consider what kindof proof is needed toestablish a fact 
so recent, and what kind of men affirmed it, we shall 
understand Paul's clear, ringing note of certainty, and 
share the rapture with whieh he closes his appeal. 

Paul does not call all the witnesses. He-does not 
cite all the evidence. It is not the amount, but the 
Sufficiency of the evidence, which he has in view. 
He calls them up in chronological order.. Here is 
Peter. He knew Christ. He had staked his life on 
Christ’s resurrection. Here are the disciples who 
companied with him.. They were not the men to be 
deceived. Here ,were five hundred believers who 
saw him ‘‘ at once,” as they gathered round him and 
heard him speak; They were pilgrims who. had 


. come to Jerusalem for the passover; and saw ‘‘ that 


sight,”—the death of the Lamb of God, and saw him 
in his glory. Here was James, the brother of Jesus, 
most difficult to convince, and now the fearless 
leader of the church in Jerusalem. Here were: the 
apostles, who. saw him again and again. Then here 
is Paul himself. They. had often heard his. story. 
Paul told it to the Jews, and to Agrippa, and to every 
company he addressed. Mark its ency, It was 
not during the forty days. It was after Christ had 
ascended to God’s right hand, so that the living Lord 
still beset his dear, ones. behind and before. Mark 
its grace—so like Jesus. It was not an. appearance 
te-a friend. or to an tle, It wasan appearance 
te an.enemy, even while persecuting the church of 
Ged.. What event. has such witnesses as these? 
Whe: can. think them mistaken? Who dare charge 
them with being, careless of-truth? Will any man 
name them false? 

Now mark:the conclusions Paul draws. The first 
is that Jesus és alive. That is the truth which throbs 
in every sentence of the epistles. The history of the 
Christian church can be explained by no other fact. 
The tomb:in the garden was not the:end. Jesus. is 
not a tender memory, whose words we cherish, whose 
ways we reverence: He is the living Lord of that 
Gospel which we preach. He. died,:and was buried 
and rose again, and ‘‘ was.seen,” and, as Paul's own 
case proves, still appears to men. Oh, if -we keep 
that certainty clear and° warm: in our hearts, what 
a sanctity and a courage we display! " 

‘Fhe.second conclusion is that she same | Ama as 
lived in Galilee still visits. his people. is body 
was buried, but the body arose. As Paul declares, 
it was not in the same state. as when he was buried. 
It was glorified. ‘*Fiesh and blood: cannot -inkerit 
the kingdom of God.” Yet it was the same body in 
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> appearance, with the sacred and significant marks 
in the hands and the feet. He is the same Jesus still. 
*t We shall see him as he is.” 

“The third conclusion, the truth with which Paul 
comforts his own heart,.is that as Christ. rose from 
the dead, so also shall we. He is “ the firstfruits of 
them that slept.” We also shall put off the body of 

.our humiliation. Thereis no other proof of this heart- 
ag ome ‘Nature gives us hints of a resurrec- 
tion. Reason sums up probabilities. Only the. fact 
that Christ: has conquered sin and. death, and that 
his love will not let us go, enables us to visit the graves 
of our dead with a soft song of and to meet the 
angel of death with the cry, ‘ hail!” 
Giascow, ScoTLAND. 


The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary | 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


RINTH.—A city in Greece, the capital of the 
Roman province of Achaia, when Paul wrote. 
It was notorious for immorality. The church 
there was founded by the apostle during his second 
missionary pereny phew 18: 1-18). 
The .— Written from Ephesus, A.D. 57, 
during Paul's third missionary journey. It answers 
a number of inquiries sent to him, and reveals a some- 
what unhappy state of things among the Corinthian 
Christians. Their doctrinal error regarding the 
resurrectioi was probably of Gentile origin, for 
among the Greeks the belief in the immortality of the 
soul was widely prevalent, while the resurrection of 
the body was rarely held. Compare the reception of 
Paul’s assertion of the truth at Athens (Acts 17 : 32). 
Here, as there, the doctrine is based upon the histori- 
cal fact that God had raised Christ from the dead. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 1.—/ make known: ‘‘ Again” is implied, as 
appears from what follows. There is a tone of reproach 
throughout verses 1 and 2.—Z7he gospel which I 
preached unto you: The entire gospel as he had 
preached it at Gotinth, the leading points of which’ 
are aftefwards brought out.— Which also ye received: 
This clause and the two that follow form a climax. 

Verse.2,—/f ye hold fast the word : Greek, “ with 
what word.”—/# vain : This probably refers, nat to 
the character of their faith, but to its (hypothetical) 
lack of historic basis. Compare verse. 11. 

Verse 3.—Firsz Yo ati: Not in time, but in import- 
ance.—Z7hat which also [ received: Paul had not 
only learned these facts from the testimony of others, 
but he had received special revelations; both sources 
of knowledge are indicated in verses 5-8.—Christ died 
for our sins :. That the death was vicarious is implied, 
though not directly expressed, in this clause.—Ac- 
cording to the scriptures: That is, in the Old Testa- 
ment. Such passages as Isaiah 53 and Psalm 16: 10, 

Verse 4.—TZhat he was buried: This fact attests 
alike the reality ot his death, and of his resurrection. 
—Hath been raised; The tense in the Greek indicates 
what happened with an abiding result. So elsewhere 
in this chapter. 

Verse 5.—Appeared: The term, though passive in 
form, has in the New Testament an active sense: 
hence. ‘‘ appeared.” is better than ‘‘ was seen,” which 
might be.used to uphold the ‘‘ vision thnoey ” of the 
resurrection. So throughout verses 5-8.—70 Cephas: 
That is, Peter; see John.1: 42. The appearance is 
mentioned in Luke 24: 34.—Zhen to the twelve: On 
the ee of the Resurrection Day. The repeated 
‘‘then” indicates a chronological order. ‘‘ Twelve” 
is used here of the tles as a body, though only 
ten were present at this appearance, 

Verse 6.—Zoabove five hundred brethren at once: 
This is usually regarded as identical with the appear- 
ance on the mountain in Galilee (Matt. 28 : 16, 17).— 
Some are fallen asleep; Twenty-seven years had 
passed since the resurrection; hence some had died. 

Verse 7.—7o James; *‘ The Lord’s brothér,” it is 
here held. This appearance is not recorded elsewhere. 
— Then to att the apostles : Probably on the day of 
the Ascension: See Luke 24 : 50-53; Acts 1 : 6-11, 

Verse 8.—Last of al/: This appearance naturally 
closes the list.—As to the child untimely born; The 
language of humility. The figure suggests that he 
became an apostle in an unusual way, and might be 
regarded as an abortion in the family.—7Zo me a/so: 
On-the way to. Damascus. Of this we have three 
accounts in Gate (9 23-7; 22: 6-11; 26: 13-16). 

Verse 9.—For / am the least of the apostles: This 
explains the figure ‘‘ the c4z/d untimely born” in the 
preceding verse, ‘‘1” is emphatic, 

Verse 10.—But by the grace of God I am what I 
am; His modesty is yet attuned to gratitude, espe- 
cially.in the last clause of the verse.— Vet not J, out 
the grace of God whith was with me. 

erse 11.— Whether then it be J or they, so we 
preach, and so ye believed: He now returns to.the 
main ay: ig Whether he or the other apostles 
preached the pel, this was the purport of their 
message, and this was the historical basis of their be- 
lief, that Christ died, was buried, and was raised to 
an abiding life. 

WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


you... by which also ye are saved (vs. 1, 2 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


On the Road.— Zhe gospel which I fromped unto 

ever, 
forget Paul did not start out in life to preach the gos- 
pel, but to do to death those who did(Actsg:1). By 
the common consent of even infidels, Paul was one 
of the brainiest men who ever lived. Not easily 
fooled. Paul himself is the greatest proof of the 
truth of the resurrection. Preaching and salvation 
always go together with Paul, The good ‘‘drum- 
mer” never enters a place of business but for one 
pu to sell He may talk, jake, tell 
stories, but it is done to sell goods. That little thing 
paper in his top-knot never says ‘‘ talk” without 
also saying “sell.” The true salesman has but one 
passion, to sell goods, . The true preacher has but 
one passion, to save souls. If he is not a Pauline 
preamee he had better quit the poor pay, hard 

nocks, and make his pat education a cash asset in 
business. Or go out on a few acres and raise chickens. 
Without the preaching of salvation the resurrection 
is nothing but a subject for an essay. 


rte Smid Innocents !—Christ died for our sins 
(v. 3). € greatest fact in history. he trouble is 
to get men to admit they have any sins. Tell a man 
he is & thief or a liar and he knocks you down. There 
are no sinners in jail, all innocent men. They say 
so, and ‘they ought to know. As soon as a man dis- 
covers he is a sinner he falls in love with Jesus. 
When a man finds the law has him for his crime he 
falls in love with the. lawyer who saves. his: life 
(1 John 2: 1,2). The. crowd you see in the palm- 
room of the New Caper of a Sunday night: 
has no use fora Saviour. My friend Bollinger says he 
can't reason out how some fellow hanged 2,000 years 
ago has anything to do with him now. I told him 
he was sailing around in a six-thousand-dollar auto- 
mobile because his careful old grandfather raked 
and.scraped, sacrificed and saved, and then provided 
for him in a thing called a ‘‘ testament” (Heb. 9 : 15). 
Another man’s many sacrifices had saved him from 
poverty, because Bollinger, like those of his class, 
could not earn a living if thrown on the world. 
Christ’s sacrifice, by an order from heaven, saves 
from death. Bollinger, old fellow, faith does not 
reason, it acts. 


—He was buried... he hath been 
raised (vy. 4) Easter, as we have it to-day, is asso- 
ciated with stunning hats, new gowns, and spring 
suits. And, girls, this is exactly right, and just as it 
should be. When the Baxters had a crucified: 
Christ in their miserable home over in ** ‘Fhe Swamp” 
they were a sorry lot. But when the’ risen Christ 
stepped into that shanty I wish you could have seen 
the change. The whole family soon came out in 
**new duds,” and soap and whitewash sang a new 
ane When the Van Extras up at the ‘‘ big house ” 
used to crucify Christ with loose living and cham- 
pagne dinners, the plain neighbors, used to wonder 

ow long the pace would last. All the help now say 
it is a ‘‘new place up there since young Mr. Jimmy 
has come back from college this time.” _ Dad Elliott 
and. Ed Mercer had gotten hold of ‘‘ Jimmy,” and 
the risen Lord came home:with ‘*Mr. Jimmy." So 
come with all things new and fresh and bright, out- 
side and in, for this is the glad day of all the year. 
The day man knows he is alive for ever. 


The 500.—He appeared to above five hundred 
brethren at once (v. 6). How many would have to 
tell youn a thing before the evidence would be over- 
whelming ? is five hundred keep me full of faith: 
Paul gave up everything men prize for Christ: 
family, position, prospects, fortune, friends. Too 
brainy a man to have done it on an uncertainty. I 
believe Paul pecmealy interviewed all of these. 
That is why he knew and remembered the exact 
number. e knew the resurrection was. true. 
Imagine a litigant going over to West Chester court 
with ‘two trolley-cars ed full of witnesses to a 
single fact. ow would that crowd hit a jury? 
Paul -had ten carloads of witnesses to the single fact 
of the resurrection. Paul just had to believe. So 
have I. I heard be Say one day, ‘‘ Everybody says 
so-and-so, and believe it.” By actual count, 
** everybody” a ar down to about seven or eight 
people... Don’t let the enemy of ea soul fool you 
out of a belief which means happ 
hereafter (John 11 : 25). 


Thou Fool.— By the grace of God 1 am what Lam 
(v: 10). The greatest mystery in all this-universe.is 
the fact that some .of us are sitting here in Sunday- 
school among friends, happy and cared for, instead 
of being some of the human junk upon the dumps of 
a great city. Some of us look and shudder and won- 
der. Nobody ever says, ‘‘ By the grace of God I am 
what I am” but the. fellow who has been lifted 
away up to Jesus and can look down into the depths 
from which he came. Old Peter Hardcash, who 
lives uptown, says, ‘‘ By the grace of lucky invest- 
ments in land in this growing end of town, I am 
what I am,’’ and—but read the rest in Luke 12 : 19-21: 
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The Illustration Rouad-Table 


LL readers are invited to,assist in the con- 
duct of this department. ne dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. An important circular ex- 
plaining the acceptance of material, and the 
year's lesson calendar, will be sent for a two- 
cent stamp. 


Witnesses that Convince.— 7%is Jesus 
did God raise up, whereof we all are wit- 
nesses (Golden Text), Am _ infidel Swiss 
artist was commissioned to make a carica- 
ture of a Salvation Army meeting in Shef 
field. He went there on the errand, and 
scanned the faces of the people. With his 
heart like the troubled sea that could not 
find rest, tossed and driven by tempests of 
passion, and tormented by a conscience bur- 
dened by sin, he looked on the assembled 
worshipers and saw peace written on their 
countenances. ‘The sight convinced him of 
his sinfulness. He saw that those people 
had what he had not and what he needed, 
and their faces were the means of leading 
him to Christ and the peace which, Christ 
alone can give, ‘The risen Christ is still 
‘visible in his people, filled with hope and 
cheer,—J/rs, . Humphrey, Newboro, 
Ont, ‘From The Expositor, The prize for 
this week is awarded to this illustration, 

Even When We Tremble.—/ make 
known unto you, brethren, the gospel which 
1 preached unto you, ... wherein also ye 
stand (v. t). Mr, Moody once said: ** We 
want more Christians like the Irishman who, 
when asked if he did not tremble during a 
certain storm when he was standing on a 
rocky eminence, said, ‘Yes, my legs trem- 
bled, but the rock .didn’t, and because my 
feet were on the rock I felt safe.’ ’’— Mrs. 
R. W. Lowe, Delevan, N. Y. From The 
Christian Endeavor World. 


When Fear Fied.—/ make known unto 
you the gospel,... wherein also ye stand 
(v. 1). A little child played in a large and 
sbeautiful garden with sunny lawns; but 
there was one part of it, a long and winding 
path overshadowed by trees, down which he 
never ventured; indeed he dreaded to go 
near it, because a foolish nurse had told him 
that ogres and hobgoblins dwelt within its 
darksome gloom. At last his eldest brother 
heard of this fear, and after playing one day 
with him, took him to the entrance of the 
grove, and leaving him there terror-stricken, 
went singing throughout its length, then re- 
turning and taking the little fellow’s hand, 
they went through it together. And from 
. that moment the fear had fled. So Jesus, 
having passed through the valley of death, 
gives courage to his people. ‘‘ Yea, though 
I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil; for thou art with 
me.''—W. H. Manshardt? Hooppole, i, 
From The Exposttor. 

The Upward Search.—And his grace 
which was bestowed upon me was not found 
vain (v. 10). Like all life’s lessons, the 
personal significance of the resurrection is 
one which we increasingly apprehend. At 
no point can we say, ‘* 1 have fully under- 
stood or attained.’’ Our reach is always 
greater than our grasp, and there is con- 
tinual fresh light glowing from the risen 
Christ to guide us in our upward search. 
‘** Excelsior ’’ is the descriptive life-motto of 
the man who realizes himself as one “ risen 
with Christ’’; and while he is never aught 
but fully satisfied with the perfections of his 
great Ideal, he never for one moment pauses 
to be satisfied in himself. Such pause, in- 
deed, would be fatal to his true progress, 
and would defeat the God-formed purpose of 
his life. There is in a little churchyard in 
Switzerland a simple inscription on the tomb 
of one who perished in an Alpine accident, 
which has always appealed to me with singu- 
lar force: ‘* He died climbing.’’ He had 
heard the call of the mountains, and lost his 
life in endeavoring to respond. We have 
heard the call of the risen Christ, but, un- 
like’ the climber, we gain our lives in our 
sustained attempt to respond worthily. ‘* Seek 
those things that are above”? is a call to en- 
joy the largest possible life, for the very strug- 
gle develops latent possibilities and capaci- 
ties; and each step upward is into fuller 
liberty and more perfect manhood. ’’—From 
** Redeeming Viston,"’ by J. Stuart Holden. 

Heart Trouble.—A brilliant lawyer in 
New York City some time ‘ago spoke to a 
prominent minister of that city, asking him 
if he really believed that Christ arose from 
the dead. The minister replied that he did, 


and asked the privilege of presenting the ' The importance of the resurrection of Christ 
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proofito the lawyer. The lawyer took the 
material offered in proof ‘away and studied 
it. He returned to the minister, and said, 
‘¢T am convinced that Jesus really did rise 
from;the dead. But,’’ he added, **{ am no: 
nearer being a Christian than I was before. 
I thought the trouble was with my head. I 
find it is really with my heart.”—Dr. H. S. 
Buckingham, Philadelphia, From a ser- 
moa by the Rev. R. A. Torrey on the cere 
tainty and importance of the bodily resur- 
rection, 


Jesus in the Midst.—A French painter 
has recently made a sensation in Paris by 
the manner of his work. He fitted up a 
cab for a studio, and drove about the streets, 
stopping here and there to make sketches of 
places and things he saw. People did not | 
see him shut up in his cab, looking out upon 
them through his little window, and. taki 
his pictures of the nooks and corners an 
byways of Parisian life. He thus caught all 
manner of scenes and incidents in the city’s 
hidden ways. He then transferred his 
sketches to canvas, and put Christ every- 
where among them. When the people saw 
his work, they were startled, for they saw 
themselves in their everyday life, in all their 
follies and frivolities, and always Christ in 
the midst—every kind of actual life on the 
canvas, and in the heart of it all—the 
Christ. Suppose this painter were to visit 
our town this year, and photograph us in all 
the events of our home life, our church life, 
our civic life, what kind of pictures would 
he see? Whatever the kind, Jesus will 
surely be ‘‘in the midst ’’ of every event of 
the day.—Achsa L. McDowell, Tilisonburg, 
Ontario, Can, From Onward. 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister of the 
Anglo-American Congregation in 
Beyrout, Syria 
| DELIVERED unto you first of all that 

which also I received (v. 3). The ex- 
ression is repeated in 11 : 23, and im- 
plied in Acts 20: 27, Romans 6:17. The 
proverbial saying is in constant use in Syria, 
“A messenger has only to deliver his mes- 
sage.”" It is the understood and accepted 
apology when sad news must be communi- 
cated, or some harsh and unwelcome fact 
has to be made plain, ‘The mouth must re- 
peat what the ear has heard. All authority 
belongs to the sender, not to him who is 
sent, It is to the sender or giver of the 
message that all feelings of praise or blame, 
all intention of acceptance or refusal must 
be referred, With regard to such conse- 
quences, the messenger shakes the collar or 
lappet of his cloak, as if to remove dust, and 
so make it plain that his responsibility ceases 
with the faithful delivering of the message, 
All questions of purpose and power must be 
settled with the sender. ‘* How shall they 
hear without a preacher? How shall they 
preach sexcept they be sent?’ To the mind 
of Paul the two conditions were equally ob- 
vious, equally necessary. 

According to the scriptures (vs. 3, 4). To 
the Oriental this means something more than 
the verification possible to every searcher of 
the self-consistent Scriptures. There is an 
appeal to reverence in the fact that the Scrip- 
tures express the thought and purpose of 
God to whom past, present, and future form 
parts of the same vision. This veneration, 
perishing in its own service, is seen in the 
way the Jews avoid correcting an obvious 
slip of the writer in the transmitted Hebrew 
text of the Old Testament, and content them- 
selves with inserting the correction in the 
margin. In Arabic Titerature the phrase ‘‘/ 
is written’’ is the equivalent of fate, some- 
thing written, never tu be erased, in the book 
of destiny. The same impression of devout 
regard for something written and aera 
from the mind of God is seen in the helpless 
rigidity of the Oriental church in its attach- 
ment to the creed formule of the early Coun- 
cils, believing them *to have been guided and 
placed above error by the Spirit of God. 
This awe which Orientals feel toward the 
Scriptures of God is further evidenced by the 
contempt which they feel toward authorita- 
tive documents, such as: the constitution of 
Turkey, which are merely written by man 
and for man. In Oriental missions, the Bible 





must be the gospel of God, and the missionary 
| must be separated unto it, a servant of Christ. 
He hath been raised on the third day (v. 4). 


as the first fact to which the apostles bore 
witness, is preserved in the name given 
the Eastern church to the Easter festiy 
It is ** she Great Feast.” 


ALEXANDRIA, Eoypr. 
£4 


Simple Geography Lessons 
By jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 
Lesson 6. The Places, Concluded 

S BEFORE, begin with a rapid review 
of all the facts already learned. If 
they have now become too numerous 

for a review lesson and an advance lesson at 
the same time, review at.one session, and 
‘advance at the next. 


We now name the places in the Jordan 
Vailey, fewer than among the mountains. 

















1. Beginning on the south, near the head 
of the Dead Sea, is Jericho, where the walls 
fell when Joshua besieged the city. 

2. About 15 miles south of the Sea of 
Galilee is Beth-abara, where Jesus was bap- 
tized. 

3. On the northwestern shore of the Sea of 
Galilee, Capernaum, where Jesus lived dur- 
ing the second year of his ministry. 

4. At the head of the Sea of Galilee, just 
east of the Riven Jordan, was Bethsaida, 
where Jesus fed the five thousand with the 
five loaves, 

5. Far in the north, ten miles above Lake 
Merom, is Dan, one of the great sources of 
the Jordan. This was the most northern 
town in the land of Israel, as Beer-sheba was 
the most southern; hence the expression, 
‘*from Dan to Beer-sheba,’’ to express the 
length of the land. ‘From Dan to Beer-sheba, 
in a straight line, is not far from 150 miles. 

Very little of Israelite history took place in 
the Eastern tableland, and no localities need 
be given in that region. 

Review all the places, on both the sea- 
coast plain and in the mountain region, with 
the names of persons connected with them. 

Newark, N. J, 


One New Plan Every Week 


The Touch of Novelty That is Needed 
for Successful Teaching 


By Amos R. Wells 


AP oF THE Forty Days.—The class 
will enjoy getting a graphic view of 
the appearances of the risen Lord, 

and gaining a complete knowledge of them 
in their order. To this end draw a-large 
outline map showing all Palestine, and ex- 
tending to Ticanditihe and the island of Pat- 
mos. It must be exceedingly simple, so that 
the pupils can copy it if there is time. This, 
however, is not essential. 

Take twelve large pins, and stick them 
through circles of cardboard. You will print 
on these circles numbers from one to twelve, 


Christ after his resurrection. ‘They will be 
small when he appeared to only one or a 








few, and larger to represent larger. num- 


The circles will represent the appearances-of | ‘ 
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will ‘be 


peat d - res pial they Reade’ 


blue, and those. outside Palestine by white. 

First will place the pins in order, 
sticking them sinto the map one by one, she’ 
pupils at the same time making a list of th 
appearances. and the places, They are as 
follows: 1. To Mary Magdalene at Jerusa- 
lem (small). 2. ‘To the women at Jerusa- 
lem (larger). 3. To the two on the way to 
Emmaus, northeast of Jerusalem (small), 
4. To Peter at Jerusalem (still smaller). 5. 
To the apostles except Thomas at Jerusalem 
(larger). 6. To the eleven apostles at Jerusa- 
lem (still larger). 7. Toseven in Galilee (to 
seven—the seventh appearance ; smaller than 
number 6). 8. To more than five hundred 
in Galilee (very large). 9. To James, prob- 
ably in Galilee (very small). 10, To all the 
apostles in Jerusalem at his ascension (larger). 
11.. To Paul on the way to Damascus (small). 
12. To John on the island of Patmos (small). 

The pins having been placed on the map, 
call upon the ple to remove them one by 
one, each pupil naming the event whose pin 
he removes. This will be done in the order 
of numbers.: Next the class will replace the 
pins in their order, naming each event as its 
pin is inserted in the map, Then the teacher 
will give the numbers at haphazard; and the 
pupils in turn will remove the pins as they 
are named, stating foreach pin what it repre- 
sents.’ Then the pins will be taken up at 
haphazard and replaced in the map, each 
pupil naming the event as he puts the pin 
into position. By this time the list will be 
well learned. 

AUBURNDALE, Mass, 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


‘** Hail, thou once despised Jesus."’ 

** Hark ! ten thousand harps and voices."’ 

- Jesus Christ is.risen to-day.” 

** Look ye saints ; the sight is glorious." 

‘*Low in the grave He lay — Jesus, my 
Saviour.*’ ‘ 

‘* ‘Tell me_the story of Jesus.” 

‘* The strife is o'er, the battle done." 

*** Welcome, happy morning {", age to age 


shall say 
(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm k “ Bible Songs.”*) 


Psalm 49 : 1-5 (103 : 1-5). 
Psalm 110 : 1-4 (net : T-4). 
Psalm 16 : 7-10 (24 : 1-4). 
Psalm 2 : 5-9 (4 : 3-4). 
Psalm 68 : 17-20 (136 : 1,2). 


“ 
From the Piatform 
By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson,— Lord Jesus, 


we may not thank thee in, any words we know 
for what thou hast.done for us. The emptiness 
of words appals us when we try to tell thee of 
our gratitude. But, Lord Jesus, we would give 
thee all, and by life laid down for thee be emp- 
tied of self even more than our words are empty 
when we would tell thee of our love. Oh, may 
we know thee, the risen Lord, to be our very 
life, and in thee find joy and service. We 
know we aré unworthy, but we cannot know 
how unworthy. Only thou canst know that. 
But we pray that because of ‘thy grace we may 
be used in ways that are pleasing to thee. Ia 
thy dear name we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—It was a stormy winter 
day on the moorlands in Scotland. Heavy 
clouds drove across the sky before a furious 
wind, The trees around the walls of a little 
churchyard were swaying wildly in the blast. 
Rain and sleet were falling. And in the 
grass, standing white and clear above the 
brown of the ancient graves of martyrs whe 
died in the times when holding to faith often 
meant the letting go of life, the tiny snow- 
drop flower lifted its bells. The ancient 
graves had a message for the traveler who 
passed thatway. And above their sad glory 
lifted the little white bells of the living 
flower, as if to’ring out a message of joy 
through the storm. For where death was, 
life is; where winds blow and storms beat 
down, life: goes on,-and comes into flower 
and beauty. Oh, indeed Christ is risen! 
And we too may rise with him, out of the 
death of sin, out of the death of this body. 





CHRIST IS RISEN 
FOR ME 








It was all for the world that God ‘so loved, 
and in his Son is the life that rises triumph- 
ant in dark places, to bring joy and song inte 








LESSON FOR: APRIL 7 (1 Cor 15: 1-11 
the lives ‘of others. Will: accept that 
Christ to-day, and rise out of the, old into the 


new? May this be the hour of decision for 
many of us. Let us pray. 


SCOTLAND. ’ 
“% 


Visiting the Lesson-Scenes 

The stereographs, less than fourin one order, 
are 20 cents each, The second quarter's lessons 
call for twelve stereographs; cost, $2.00. 
Forty-eight places are to be visited duri 
1912. ‘he forty-eight stereographs cost . $8, 
and if ordered at one time a cloth-bound, 
gold-lettered case will be included free. Per- 
sons owning the 19rr stereographs need order 
only thirty-nine for 1912 ($6.50), or only eleven 
for the second quarter ($1.84). Persons owning 


both- 1910 and tort stere phs need order 
only twenty-nine for-1912 ($4.84); or only eight 
for the second quarter ($1.34). Stereoscope, 85 


cents. Orders should be sent to ‘The Sunday 
* School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 
HE GarpEN Toms: Tourists in Jerusa- 
lem are shown two places, either one 
* + of which may be the ground of the 
sepulchre from which our Master rose tri- 
umphant. Only a few years after Paul wrote 
the letter which gives us to-day’s lesson text, 
the Jerusalem which the Apostles knew was 
destroyed by Roman soldiers ; Jewish citizens 
were driven out, . Later rebuilding made 
sweeping changes both in the city itself and 
in its northern wall, ‘This explains why there 
is now such uncertainty about the location of 
Christ’s tomb. One site is within the modern 
city, under the roof of a medieval church ; 
the. other is outside Jerusalem’s northern 
wall, at the edge of an old garden. Protest- 


ant Christians are more and more inclined to 
feel that the garden tomb outsi:le the city is 
more likely to have been the real: place of 
the Lord’s resurrection. 





MAP PATENT 0. Te it ona Gace UNDERWOOD, 

If you stand at the spot which is marked 
14 on our Jerusalem map, facing east, you 
see at your left the vertical face of a bare 
cliff, out of which a tomb was hollowed by 
Jewish stone-cutters almost nineteen hundred 
years ago. The doorway is in plain sight, 
Opposite and beyond the doorway trees and 
shrubs are growing. green and fair, as they 
were when Mary of Magdala thought she 
saw the gardener (John 20 : 15). 

If you were to go inside you would find a 
stone receptacle for only one body, though 
there is room enough for others. ‘The tomb 
must have been begun for some rich man 
(Matt. 27: §7) but it was never finished 
(John 19:: 41). 

To see the place for yourself, use a stereo- 
graph entitled ** Rock-hewn tomb in cliff out- 
side Jerusalem,—probable tomb of Jesus.’’ 





Department Helps 











. For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


Y POST-CARDS, sent during the week, 
remind the children of the Easter ofter- 
ing, and request them to find and 

bring something which shows the new life 
of springtime to use in decorating your Sun- 
day-school room. Provide vases, tumblers, 
etc.; be on hand early to say a word of ap- 
preciation regarding the tufts of grass, twigs 
from bushes and trees, a budding branch 
from a grapevine, or a blooming plant in a 
pet, Provide a few kernels of grain, a chrys- 
alis or cocoon, .to use in your preparatory 


) 


Although you may 
ave used such things in the previous years, 
the children have changed. - Sing an appro- 
priate Easter song. 1 Corinthians 15 : 37, 
38 may suggest the character of the intro- 
duction, (See ‘*Shiny Brown Seed.”’— 
Carols.) 

It is more important that the children 


Easter than to at the a sedeacy as 
‘listed by Paul. é story of the appear- 
ances on the first Easter Sunday would be 
helpful. (Study Matt. 28, Mark 16, Luke 
24, and John 20 for the incidents.) Once a 
year is none too often to tell the story of our 
risen Lord. : 

Approach.—Did any of you see the sun 
rise this morning ? Not everybody is awake 
early enough. hat makes us sure that it 
did rise? The light of day always drives 
away the darkness of night. (Repeat, ‘* The 
ie which sat in ‘darkness saw great 
i 


week, ‘*God’s Gift of Day and Night,’”’— 
Carols). 

Lesson Story.—This Sunday has a differ- 
ent name from an 
is it called? All children want to know 
what Easter means, so to-day we will tell the 
beautiful story. 

Very early one morning long, long ago, 
some women were walking along the road 
outside of the city gate. As daybreak began 
to.dawn any one could see that their faces 
looked sad, for they had been crying. They 
were carrying something, but they scarcely 
spoke, because they were thinking of what 
had happened to their dearest friend, Jesus. 
This is what it was: 

You remember the men who found fault 
with Jesus because he healed the sick and 
ate with sinners in Matthew’s house? These 
men watched everything Jesus did. When 
they saw crowds of people listening and 
following, they were very angry, and made 
up their minds to kill him. By and by they 
found their chance, and Jesus was crucified. 
That night his body was laid away in a new 
tomb in the rock. To keepit safely, a large 
stone was rolled in front of the door. It 
seemied a very dark, sad day to Jesus’ disci- 

les and the women who knew him and 
oved his teachings. They went away to 
keep their sabbath, Very early the next 
morning the women carried sweet-smelling 
spices to lay beside the body of Jesus. As 
they drew near, one of them said, ‘*‘ Who 
will roll away the stone for us?’’ How 
surprised they were to find the stone rolled 
away and the tomb empty, so they looked in. 
An angel said, ** He is not here ; ‘he is risen, 
as he suid.’? No one had been there to see 
him rise¥ but he was surely gone. Some of 
the women ran to tell Peter and John. Mary 
waited near the tomb, weeping, She heard 
a voice saying, ‘* Why weepest thou? whom 
seekest thou?’’? She supposed he was the 
gardener until he spoke her name, ‘‘ Mary.”’ 
Then she knew it was Jesus, the risen Lord. 
That was the first Easter morning. Because 
it was Sunday, Christians remember the day 
as Easter Sunday. : 

Jesus said to Mary, ‘*Go, tell my disci- 
ples.”?. While she was gone, Jesus. went 
away. When John and Peter came, they 
saw only the empty tomb. 

Later that Sunday, as two men walked to 
a village seven miles from Jerusalem, a 
stranger walked and talked with them. They 
didn’t know he was Jesus until he stopped.to 
eat supper with them. ‘Ihat night the disci- 
ples gathered in a room to talk over the 
wonderful things which had happened that 
day. All at once they were surprised to see 
Jesus standing in their midst. At first they 
didn’t know him, but when his kind voice 
said, ‘‘ Peace be unto you,”’ they knew him 
and were glad, 

All these things happened on that first 
Easter Sunday. Afterwards, when his friends 
talked about it, they said, ‘* This Jesus hath 
God raised up.’’ Ever since, Christians have 
loved to tell this wonderful Easter story. 
Sing: — 

** Lift up, oh little-children, 
Your voices clear and sweet, 
And sing the blessed story 
Of Christ, the Lord of glory, 
And worship at his feet. 


CHORUS 


‘*O sing the blessed story, 
The Lord of life and glory 
Is risen, as he said, 
Is risen from the dead !"’ 
(Carols: Leyda Pub. Co., Chicago; 25 cents.) 


(At the proper time, receive the Easter offer- 
ing.) 





jshould understand the true meaning of 


ght,’ and review the song suggested last 


other in the year. What 
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| lk before the story. 


Hand-work.—Let .the .children. draw an 
open tomb, showing .the stone rolled away. 

e older ones may write Christ is Risen, or 
Easter. 

Cuicaco, In. 


My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


ID you ever see an eclipse of the sun? 

For a short time the light of the sun 

was darkened, but it was impossible to 

shut that light from us forever. Once the 

Light of the world, the Sun of righteousness, 

was darkened, and it seemed as if his life 

had failed. When? But it was impossible 

to keep him in death’s fetters. No more 

could death keep him bound than the 
shadow on the sun be held there. 

We reviewed the resurrection pas To- 
day we study a letter telling about the risen 
Christ. Who wrote this letter? 

We reviewed Paul’s life very. briefly ; how 
he was a Hebrew of the Hebrews, how he 
persecuted Christians, was converted, and 
preached in Asia Minor and Europe, that he 
was not one of the Twelve, but was an apos- 
tle, and that he wrote most of the letters of 
the New Testament.- To whom was the 
letter written ? 

We talked of Corinth, its wealth and wick- 
edness ; of Paul’s visit, and we located Cor- 
inth on the map. ‘ 

‘To-day we shall write a letter like Paul’s. 
I gave the girls sheets of. writing paper, and 
we noted that Paul would not have used 
paper, but parchment, and would send it by 
messenger. We found what the letter was 
about; found the story of Christ in four 
statements, noted the witnesses, told how we 
knew that Christ is living to-day, and the 
value of a living. Christ.. Ican best show 
you how simply we took that chapter by 
giving you Mary’s letter ; 


‘EPHESUS, A. D. 57. 
DEAR FRIENDS IN CORINTH : 


This is the gospel for your salvation. 
Jesus died for our sins, was buried, and on the 
third day arose. He appeated unto a great 
many people, even unto me, myself. ‘The risen 
Saviour appeared to Cephas, to the Twelve, to 
five hundred, and to Mary Magdalene. 

Jesus Christ is living yet and forever, and 
always ready to bear our griefs and forgive our 
=n8, Lovingly, 

PAUL, ONCE SAUL, 
the Persecutor of Christians. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


Read Mark 2: 23 to 3: 6; also 1 Samuel 
21:6. Why was Jesus accused of profaning 
the Sabbath ?_ Did he profane it ? 


Read Matthew 12 :‘t-14. What miracle 
did Jesus perform on the Sabbath? What 
was the effect on the’ Pharisees ? 


Read Luke 6: 1-11. Who was David? 
Why did Jesus refer to his example ? 


Mark and memorize Mark 2 : 27,. Which 
is more important to God, the man or the 
Sabbath? Find out about Pharisees and 
their Sabbath rules. 


Read. Exodus 20: 1-17. What was the 
Mosaic law concerning the Sabbath ? 


Read Mark 2; 1-22. Was it really love 
for the Sabbath that prompted this com- 
plaint by the Pharisees ? 


Read Mark 2 : 23 to3:6. What is the 
real purpose of the Sabbath? How does 
this guide our actions ? 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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My Class of Boys 
By Philip E. Howard 


HEN a familiar theme is to be taught, 
especially on.a day closely linked in 
significance and custom with that 

theme, it may be particularly desirable to 
dea! with it in an unexpected way.. This, 
not for mere yariety, but in order to get the 
necessary attention to a theme. that: may 
otherwise, in its teaching, be taken for 
granted by the boys. 

The Easter narrative is not really the 
theme of this lesson, though some may be 
inclined to use the opportunity for dwelling 
upon the Gospel accounts. The lesson is 
rich in that which may be, drawn from the 
fact of the resurrection, and in the assurance 
that it gave to Paul’s preaching. 

The material of special appeal to the boy 





1d9 
is abundant.. The personality.of Paul is a 
good starti int, What do the beys like 
about him ? Eas he easily baffled? Was 
he the kind of man who would quit because 
his task was hard? 

No, he knew the importance of sticking to 
it. Notice what he mentions as a condition 
of the salvation of the Corinthian brethren, 
in the. second verse,—‘‘if ye hold fast.” 
Yes, they had heard, and they believed ; but 
were they holding-on to what they had be- 
lieved? It is as important for us as for them. 
The boy who believes to-day, and guesses 
to-morrow, and ‘‘ thinks perhaps” the next 
day, isn’t getting very toward a sure 
footing in his spiritual life, ‘* Hold fast the 
word!’’ Paul had reg in his beliefs. 

And the great certainty that he preached 
to the Corinthians was the resurrection of 
Christ. Paul 4new. Christ had appeared to 
what man mentioned first here? His other 
name? Thento? Andthen? And then? And 
he appeared to James, and to a// the apostles. 
And last of all tc whom? How many times 
then is it recorded that ede, ared? Yes, 
Paul knew the great fact, lames every- : 
thing to him. Boys, what does it mean to 
you? If we had no assurance of life after 
death, what a world this would be! 

Paul felt his own littleness,.I am sure, as 
never before when Christ appeared to him, 
Did that sense of his own weakness stop his 
efforts? No; because he saw that the efforts 
were not to be Ais, but that .Christ himself 
was to do the work. And what a work it 
was that Christ did through Paul! Do you 
wonder how you can ever do what is expected 
of you? Do you wonder how you can really 
be of use? Paul has the answer for you. 
‘The risen Christ he énew. Nothing could 
keep him back, then. ..By God’s grace he 
became a worker for God. So it can be 
with you, if you are willing. 

Close the lesson by recalling briefly the 
comments of the boys on Paul; his tenacity 
in holding to what he knew was the truth ; 
the certainty of the resurrection; the num- 
ber of appearances of the risen Lord; the 
meaning of the resurrection to us; our own 
littleness not a factor in our..work when 
Christ does the work. 


SCOTLAND. 
% 
The Study Club 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


The Place of the Resurrection in the 
Gospel and the Historical Evi- 
dence for it (x Cor. 15 : 1-11). 


Es great interest of this passage to-day 
is due to the importance of the resur- 
rection as a vital element in Christian 
belief. So it was at least to Paul, as he tells 
us. In Corinth, as everywhere, there were: 
those (15:12), who denied in general the 
possibility of a resurrection, whom. Paul 
controverted by showing clearly how ut- 
terly disastrous to Christian faith and hope 
such a denial would be, If the resurrection 
was a fact, it entailed momentous conse- 
quences, Jesus was the founder of a new 
humanity, and his experience of resurrection 
is an experience which will be shared by all 
who are-one with him. 

The far-reaching significance of the resur- 
rection of Jesus is Paul’s reason for seeking 
to establish it as a fact by ample, irrefutable 
evidence, This he brings out in the verses 
which form our study to-day. 

First of all, he had preached to them the 
gospel, and it had been a means of salva- 
tion tothem, It had proved its power by 
bringing into existence a strong church, 
But some of them were shaken in their faith, 
and to them -Paul addresses himself. He. 
reminds: them that his gospel message had 
converted them, and had. so far sustained 
them in the Christian life. 

He then (v. 4) states the essentials of that 
gospel as he. had repeatedly set it before 
them. He had not. invented it, but: had 
passed it on with fidelity from his.own teach- 
ing. Note the interesting list of the things 
which Paul regarded as the essence of the 
gospel. He passes over the active.lJife, and 
begins with mentioning, the atoning ‘death, 
the burial, and resurrection on the third: day. 

The twice repeated phrase, ‘according to 
the Scriptures,’’ refers to the prophetic fore- 
casts of the life and death of the Messiah. 
We may-not always know what prophecies 
Paul had in mind, but they fit into the divine 
purpose, revealed to men of prophetic in- 

(Continued on next page) 
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_ “ For practical pu The 1911 Bible 
has all the moe of the 1611 version and 
fewer of its textual disadvantages. . . . It 
should be welcomed with enthusiasm by all 
who still prefer the old Bible to the English 
and American Revised Versions.''— Zhe 
Sunday School Times, October 14, 1911. 


‘We believe, unqualifiedly, that The 
91911 Bible is far the best translation ever 
given the English-speaking people, and 
the worthiest of their confidence and af- 
fection."" — Zhe Herald and Presbyter, 
September 13, 1911. 
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(Continued from preceding page) 
stinct, which was being worked out through 
the ages, and found its consummation in 
Christ. 
In view. of the vital importance of the res- 
urrection, Paul proceeds to establish it by 
indubitable evidence, as he had already done 


for them. The witnesses he cites are those 
who were prominent in the church, such as 
Peter and James, men who ought to know 
and to be above suspicion, or witnesses who 


could be reached, such as the five hundred, 
or the twelve. 

Paul here does not cite all of the evidence 
given in the Gospels. In fact, what he gives 
to the Corinthians is largely supplemental 
evidence, But he adds one important de- 
tail, He too was a witness to the risen 
Christ on that memorable journey to Damas- 
cus, ‘The vision of that day had marked the 
beginning of his arduous and earnest Chris- 
tian life, over which he rejoiced. 

Paul’s argument is a sound one. Itis not 
by theorizing that we come to believe in the 
resurrection, but because its witnesses were 
men of soberness and insight, whose lives 
were revolutionized and inspired by it, and 
because it was the logical completion and 
conclusion of such a life as the Lord Jesus 
lived. But best of all, we may know its 
truth by receiving the risen Christ into our 
own life, and seeing wrought in us and 
through us the miracles that only he can 
work, 
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For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 








April 1 to 7 


Mon.—Isa. 2: 2-4: 11: 1-10. Messiah’s Glorious 
, Reiga. 

The future is all bright to the Christian. 
The Lord will instruct, guide, and transform, 
Destruction and devastation shall find their 
substitutes in the upbuilding and order of 
life. ‘the Golden Rule shall usher in a 
golden age of peace, contentment, and co- 
operation. Protecting love shall overcome 
cruelty, and childlike trust shall lead. 


O Lord, our God, may we hasten that 
| great and holy day by sending the gospel to 
| add people; may the whole world gain the 
spirit of wisdom and counsel and the fear of 
May hate and bitterness and con- 
tention be changed into love, joy, and peace, 
May power and purity clasp hands, led by 
Amen, 


Tues.—Isa. 55. A Loving Invitation, 

The divine invitation is based upon help- 
less human sufferingand need, God’s great- 
est blessings are free gifts. What simple 
words he uses: ‘*Come,’’ ‘* Buy,’’ ‘‘ Eat,”’ 
** Hear,’’ **Seek,’’ **Call’’; to this gracious 
solicitation he adds his promises. His words 
shall accomplish. Joy and peace shall join 


| all nature in exultant praise. 


O loving Father, thou who dost give to all 
| thy children far better gifts than we realize, 
help us to understand the simplicity of thy 
nature, and may we gain the childiike spirit. 
May our lives take thee at thy word, and 
may we take to thee the simple problems of 
every day with joy and faith and confidence. 


Anen, 


Wed.—Hosea 14. God's Appeal to Israel. 

The words of the prophet to Israel are so 
filled with tenderness and fotgiveness that 
no one can read them earnestly without his 
heart responding. Refreshment even like 
unto the dew, beauty as the lily, the stabil- 
ity of the cedar, and the fruitfulness of the 
olive-tree, Such is the lovingkindness of 
our God, 

O thou God of Israel, ‘we thank thee that 
thou art our God. That as we gather about 
the family altar we may know that the same 
love watcheth over and careth forus. For 
forgiven sin we thank thee. Make our 
fives to-day worthy of such a love. In 
Christ's name. Amen. 


Thurs.—lIsa, 11: 11-16. Restoration of Israel. 

God is not only a forgiving God, but he is 
a mighty warrior. The greatness of his na- 
ture is not only seen in his mercy, but in his 
might. The enemies of his children shall 
be overwhelmingly defeated. Praise and 
exaltation are his at all times. 

Almighty God, thou hast blessed us with 
the marvelous records of thy great deeds, per- 





Sormed to save and bless thy chosen ones, 
May we remember day by day what a gilori- 
ous Father in heaven we have, and may our 
hearts show the gratitude we feel in a joyous 
victorious life. In Christ’s name. Amen. 


Fri.—Jer. 31 : 1-12, — followed by 


We little ieleren' the great promises a 
has made to his own peopl Israel. W 
heartfelt words are these w: Swe read. ba uT 
have loved thee with an everlasting love.”’ 
From all parts of the world Israel shall be 
brought back to: Jerusalem, penitent, par- 
doned, and redeemed. 

Thou God of Israel, we thank thee for thy 
promises to thy chosen people. That the king- 
doms-of this world shall become the King- 
dom of Christ. We thank thee that Israel 
shall sometime own thee, and lead the Gen- 
tiles to the very cross on which they crucified 
thee. In thy name. Amen. 


Sat.—Acts 1: 1-11. Peace and Happiness. : 

When the angels spoke they said, “Ve 
men, ... why stand ye looking?’”’ 
Jesus shall so come.’”’ ‘The early disciples 
needed this very inspiration. Life was not to 
be looking, but living. And that living for 
Christ was to provoke the looking for Christ. 
Not watching and waiting, but serving and 
watching. 

Our blessed Master, may we learn the 
secret of love in doing for thee and for others. 
May we realize that the heart never can be 
lonely if ‘it find a lonelier still.’ May the 
Joy of to-day’s task heighten the happiness of 
to-morrow’s anticipation, In the Saviour’s 
name. Amen, 


Sun.—Ezek. 37 : 1-14, 

**T will put my spirit in you.’’ Even dry 
bones live when God speaks and his Spirit 
indwells. One of the great dangers in the 
name of Christianity which faces us to-day is 
the substitution of reformation of character 
for regeneration of life. ‘The one is impos- 
sible without the other, for it is temporary 
and elusive. 

Our God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
inspire us with thyself and fill us. with thy 


Spirit. May the resurrection in all its real- |. 


ity be ours this Easter day. May death and 
sin be forgotien as we enjov and exult in thy 
life and love. May our hearts praise thee 
to-day as we let Christ inspire and controd 
us, Amen. 





Parents’ Problems 
By Patterson Du Bois 











Will you kindly tell me the name and author, 


t publishers and price, of the best book of Bible 


stories for tiny children under three years? 
Some three years ago you published this, but I 
have lost it.—A. S. G. 
HILDREN under three years of age 
need something extremely simple. 
The simplicity must not be confined 
to the words alone, but to the subject-matter. 
‘This must be as Clear as possible of the re- 
cital of events or actions entirely outside of 
a child’s conception. Hence, whatever is 
institutional, whatever rests on experiences 
foreign to a child’s natural life, is out of 
place, When, however, a mother asks for a 
book of Bible stories for children under the 
kindergarten age she really needs a book 
that can be used now, but can continue to 
be appropriate later. This department has, 
in the past, given a long list of such books, 
but I will mention two of the latest and best: 
Tell Me a True Story, by Mary Stewart 
(Revell, $1.25), Bible Stories for Children 
by William D. Murray (Revell, $1). 





Our older boy has reached the “‘ tell-me-a- 
story’’ age. His father and I are not good at 
telling stories, but we wish him. to learn the 
grand old Bible stories, and so ask you to 
kindly tell us the best book of Bible stories for 
aboy. We do not wish a picture-book merely, 
nor one with words of one syllable, but one in 
which the lives of the grand old men are told 
consecutively in everyday English which we can 
read him now, which he can read himself and 
enjoy at fourteen, and still cherish at early 
manhood. 


N addition to the Bible story-books men- 
tioned in answer to the previous inquiries, 

I can cordially recommend Hurlbut’s 

*¢ The Story of the Bible,” (John C. Win- 
ston Company, Philadelphia; cloth, $1.50; 
half calf, $3). These 168 Bible stories are told 
with very judicious avoidance of debatable 
things, with occasional indication of the 

( Continued on next page) 
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LESSON FOR ‘APRIL 7 (1 Cor. 15: 1-11) 


T 
+t 
T 
+ 
tT — 
+ 
T 
T 
T 
T 
+ 
7: 
z: 


Men ano Religio 


/THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





—To Survey the State of Religion in America. 





—To Challenge the Churches with the Continent’s Claims. 
—To Sum Up the Message and Findings of the Year’s Campaign. 
—To Arrest the Attention of North America by an Exhibition of Masculine Christianity. 


ADDRESSES BY LEADERS IN CHURCH AND STATE 


There will be a simultaneous convention and organized sight-seeing for older boys. Bring your boy along. 


The number of Delegates is limited to 3, 000, apportioned by states, cities, and Men and Religion Campaign Centers. 
The Men and Religion Headquarters of your District; or to the Committee of Ninety-seven, 124 East 28th Street, New York City. 


STTTATATAT ATA ttt ttttttttt 





* 451! 


tterttetrtrrrrrrerrrtrttttt 
A NATIONAL CHRISTIAN CONSERVATION CONGRESS OF THE 


Forward Movement 
Will be held in Carnegie Hall, New York City, April 19-24 


Apply at shat ale 


fh ah oh hh eh hh op of op 








( Continued from preceding page) 

moral truths involved, but without being 
preachy or over-done. They are given in 
straightforward manner, and although each 
story is complete in itself, they form a con- 
nected whole embracing the essential narra- 
tive of the entire Bible. The book is rather 
overweighted with pictures of varying grades 
of quality, and is consequently somewhat 
bulky and heavy to hold. Yet it is a valu- 
able work for young and old because simple, 
complete, and reliable, 


We are readers of your valuable paper, and 
wish to ask your advice in selection of a book 
or paper of religious stories to to In- 
dian children, It must be very simple, as but 
tew of them can speak English to any length. 
Would appteciate any information along this 

line. —S. PP. 

S THE age of the children is not given, 
it may be assumed that the inquirer 
has in mind children ranging from 

primary age to middle youth —possibly 
older, To the two books of simple Bible 
stories noted in the answer to the first 
question I will add three not so well known, 
but worth knowing because so different from 
the ordinary books of Bible or religious 
stories : 

1. Zhe Two Kings, by Rev. L. H. Schuh 
(Lutheran Book Concern, Columbus, Ohio, 
50 cents), These stories are quite out of the 
common, They niake use of modern heroes 
by way of comparison witli the Bible men. 
The chapter on ** A Saviour,’’ for instance, 
tells of different saviors, like Lincoln, Joseph, 
Moses, David; and then portrays the one 
supreme Saviour, Jesus. 

2. In Time with the Stars, by Thomas K, 
Beecher (Revell, 75 cents). Here is the 
masterhand, These are not exactly, on their 
face, Bible stories, but they..are ‘parables, 
interpretations of nature, great truths in sim- 
ple talés withou: the moral tagged on them, 
but all through them, wrought into the struc- 
ture. Their poetic stimulus, their call on the 
imagination, their closeness to nature, their 
simplicity, good-nature, lofty _purpose and 
spiritual atmosphere appear to me to com- 
mend them for a trial with the Indians, who 
have been called the most religious of men. 

3. A Fascinated Child, by Basil Mathews 
(Revell, $1). This is an unusual collection 
of religious stories by a number of authors, 





The stories are not of equal value for all 
ages and conditions, but a sympathetic and 
judicious teacher or preacher will be likely 
to find among them just what he wants for 
particular occasions, They certainly set a 
pace for the story-teller. 


os 


Children at Home 








When Grandma Played 
the Organ. 


By Alice M. Farrington 


OLLYwas popping corn. But she popped 
with one eye on the clock. And the 


corn showed it—some of it was old 
maids and the rest was scorched. Grandma’s 
practising would be over at twoo’clock, and 
then it would be Polly’s turn. The church 
music Grandma was playing on the piano 
came faintly through the closed doors, and 
Polly strained her ears to make sure Grand- 
ma hadn’t finished, With eyes and ears both 
somewhere else the corn, which really had 
promised very well this time, took advantage 
of her wandering attention, and the popper- 
ful of fluffy white kernels caught fire and 
flamed u 
** Oh, ‘oh !’’ cried Polly in dismay, and 
seizing the tongs sprung the cover of the pop 
per and dumped the blazing corn into the 
stove. That was the last ear, too, and with 
it went all hopes of a picnic under the big wil- 
low after practise was over. 

While the flames still flickered Grandma 
came in. Polly, a little tearful, told her it 
all happened because she was hurrying to 
get done before that horrid practising. 

Grandma shook her head soberly to think 
Polly hated practise so, and then she too 
glanced at the clock, It wasn’t two yet. 

** Did I ever tell you about the first time I 
played in church ?”’ she asked. 

*«Oh no!’ exclaimed Polly, her face bright- 
ening. A story was almost better than a pic- 
nic. 

‘IT was just ten years old,’? Grandma 
began. 

‘Only my age !’’ interrupted Polly in a 





startled voice. 
fully. 

**T didn’t always like to practise, when I 
first began to study music,’’ owned Grandma. 
Our piano was the first one in town, and all 
the other children could be outdoors playing, 
while I had to sit on a haircloth stool in the 
parlor and practise exercises. The girls used 
to come over to wait for me under the big 
willow,”’ 

Polly gave a jump. It must be the same 
willow she played under—the tree was over 
a hundred years old, and Grandma was born 
in this very house! 

‘*But I stayed my time out faithfully,’’ 
Grandma went on, ‘*and wrote the number of 
minutes down on a piece of paper to show 
father every night. 

**One Sunday I was sitting in the pew 
alone with father. ‘The minister was Grand- 
father—he was minister here for almost forty 
years—-but up in the tall, far-away pulpit with 
the sounding-board shadowing his head, he 
didn’t seem like the Grandfather who always 
found a peppermint in his pocket when he 
saw me. 

‘* This morning, instead of opening the big 
Bible first thing, he looked about the church 
and said,‘The organist is not here to-day. 
Is there any one who will act in his place ?’ 

‘s No one stirred. At last father rose and 
said,‘ My little girl will!’ 

‘I was afraid to. AndI didn’t know how 
to manage the stops—it was a pipe organ, 
one of the first in the state. But father was 
already leading me up the aisle. I had pn 
my new lilac muslin with a green sprig,’’ 
smiled Grandma with a look in her eyes as 
though she saw that quaint little Grandma 
walking up the aisle hand in hand with her 
father. Father lifted me tothe organ seat, 
and pulled out the right stops himself. He 
couldn’t play, but he loved music, and he al- 
ways watched the organist, so he knew which 
stops to use. 

** Grandfather gave out the hymn ; I remem- 
ber the very tune’’—Grandma hummed a 
few notes of it in her thin sweet voice—‘*‘ one 
I knew, as were all the rest. You see he 
often had me play hymns for him at home, so 
he was sure which I played best and he chose 
those. I have been the church organ vist from 
that day, and now l’m seventy.’’ The clock 


Grandma nodded thought- 


(Continued on next page) 















A QUARTER CENTURY | 
ORE THE PUBLIC 


Over Five Million Free Samples 
Given Away Each Year 


The Constant and Increasing 
Sales from Samples Proves 
the Genuine Merit of 


ALLER 5 FOOT-EASE 


Shake Into Your Shoes 


Allen’s ow egy the antiseptic 
» powder for the feet. Are you a trifle 
sensitive about the size of your 
shoes? Many peop!le wear shoes a 
size smaller by shaking Allen’s 
Foot-Easeintothem, Just the thing 
for Aching, hot feet and for Break- 
ing iu New Shoes. If you have 
tired, swollen, tender feet, Allen’s 
Foot-Ease gives instant relief. We 
have over 30,000 testimonials, TRY 
g TO-DAY. Soldeverywhere, 2s5c. 

De not accept any substitute. - 


FREE TRIAL PACKAGE sent by mail, 
ALLEN S. OLMSTED, LE ROY, N. Y. 




























Barlow’s Indigo Blue 


In use for fifty zens is 
proof that it is th ne best. 


: : Ne Not 
All grocers sell it. pot or 
Adam Piromm & Go. Streak 
233 N. Second St. Philedeiphle (° lot hes 













Missionary Studies 
for the Sunday-School 
Edited by George H. Trull 


These small, inexpensive books are written es- 
pecially for’ circulation among Sunday-school 
scholars. They are issued in three series, and 
the second and third series in two grades each, 
Junior and Senior. 

Price 20 cents each, postpaid, 10 or more 
copies, 15 cents each, not postpaid ; 50 copies, 
ro cents each, not postpaid. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
= 1038 Walnut St., Philedeiphia, Pa. 
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) With a Birthright * 


Not every town can claim a birth- 
tion for 


right in its strategic loca 
controlling trade, 

We were obliged to inspect anid 
reject over three hundred Pacific 
Northwestern towns before we 
found seventeen which bade fair 
to become great cities—such as 
Omaha, Denver, Salt Lake City, 
Butteand Oklahoma City are to-day. 

‘These seventeen young cities 
have a birthright in immense agri- 
cultural wealth, great lumber and 
mining resources, irrigation, and as 
railroad division points and county fF 
seats. Investors who secure de- 
sirable building lots in these towns 
now will reap large profits as popu- 

) lations increase. 
We offer ‘‘ allotments of fivé ots, Tf 
one in each of five of these selected 
= young cities. -In buying one lot in 
fj each of five towns you divide by 
rl five the already small risk of loss 
a by five your opportunity 
for profit. ~ 


Attractive prices ; terms convenient to 
iis men of moderate means; no interest; we 
pay all taxes. 


Full particulars on request. 
; to Represent Us in ineth Paiste 
@) Northwest Townsite Company 
A] 816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. = 











RCHESTRAS! 


Here is just what you have been looking for 


THE CHAPEL ORCHESTRA FOLIO 


‘The Greatest Collection of Pieces in Print 
FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL ORCHESTRAS 


25 Numbers, consisting of Sacred and Class- 
ical Selections, Hymns and. National Airs, ar- 
ranged in an easy and pleasing manner, 

Published for rst Violin (or Mandolin), ed 
Violin (or Mandolin), Viola, Bass, Flute, 1st and 
ad Bé Clarinets, rst and 2d K4 Cornets, Trombone, 
Cello (or Baritone), :st and ad Hornsin Eé,'luba 
in E4, Drums and Piano. Also Solo Bé Cornet 
and Clarinet “ad lib.’’ 

ice, each k, B Piano Accom,, $1.00. 
Any six Books and Piano, $3.00. Any twelve 
Books and Piano, $5.00. Each additional book 
over twelve, 35c. 

Specially Selected and arranged for Sunday 
School Orchestras. If not worth more to you 

than the price asked, you can have 
ee your money back. Address orders to 
IOWA 


C,.L. BARNHOUSE 


Dept. L 
OSKALOOSA, IOWA, U.S. A. 

















Gee LITERATURE WANTED, Do you have 
back numbers of on pepet or the Youth’s Com- 
panion, Christian Herald, Union Signal, Success Maga- 
zine, etc,, that you would like to send on a mission of 
love and helpfu ness ? Over 1,000 worthy families have 
applied forysuch reading, and new applications re- 
ceived gaily. Write us for one or more of these names 
and bless these homes with your good literature. At 
dress, REY. B, A. LOVING, WOODWARD, OKLA. 





1 Christianity 





Cents 
COOK 
N.1 City 


Socialism” ® 


1oU Nassau dt 


.STAMME 


attend no school till you heartrom me. Largest 
school in the world, employing the advanced 
natural method for the cure of stammering, <é 4 
Stuttering, etc. No sing-songing or time-beat> Qge Wells Mi 
ing. If let run, stammering will wreck your Presiden! 
life's happiness and handicap your endeavors. 
I cured myself and thousands of others by my method and 
cancure you. Beautiful 96 page book and S sent 
FREE. rite me today, lest you forget. 

School for Stammerers, inc., 899 First Mt,, Wilwaukes, Wis. 











STAMMERING 


permanently corrected in six weeks. Most complete, sci- 
entific and effective methodever devised. Endorsed by 
highest authorities. One Week's Free Trial to Pupils. 
Shecial Suammer School for Teachers. Write for book- 


kt. REED SCHOOL, Hubbard Ave., Detroit, Mick. 


| the will of God now ? 








| bers of the band of his disciples. 


discern now the moral valuations which will 


| By using our imagination in these ways we 
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( Continued from preceding page) 
struck. ‘* Time for choir rehearsal,’’ said 
Grandma, rising briskly. ‘Organist sixty 
years,’’ reckoned Polly, who had been doing 
a little number work, 

Grandma turned at the door, ‘I had 
been hoping, Pauline,’’ she said gently, ** that 
you would take the organ when I was through 
with it. But that won’t be for a good while 
yet.’”, And Grandma hurried away to the 
church. 

Polly went to practise with a light in her 
face that came from a new-born ambition, ‘lo 

Grandma’s organ? She was just as old 
a8 Grandma was when she began. But she 
knew with sorrowful certainty that she 
couldn’t lead in the hymns as little Grandma 
did! Still, if she practised hard, perha 
a long time in the future Grandma-would 
think she played well enough to take her 
place, . And Polly seated herself at the piano 
with a determination that meant success, 


Brewer, Maine. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, April 7, r912 


The Kind of Life We Shall Wish We 
Had Lived (Luke 16: 19-31; Easter 
Consecration. Meeting). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—Balaam’'s wish (Num. 23 : fo). 
TUES.—The life to live (‘Vitus 2: 11-15). 
WED.—A well-built life (Prov. 4 : 20-27). 
‘THUR.—The friendly life (Prov. 17 : 17). 
Frit.—The helpful life (1 Cor. ro : 32, 33). 
Sat.—The victorious life (Rev. 2 : 7, 11, 17). 











What kind of life do you wish to lead ? 


How far is the control of our life in our own 
hands? 


What acts or omissions awaken regrets? 


OOKING back upon life, when life is 
done, we shall wish that we had lived 
in the will of God. We shall then be 

face to face with God, and everything that is | 
out of harmony with his character will seem | 
distasteful and abhorrent, But as a matter 
of fact God will be no different then from 
now. If we shall then wish that we had 
lived after the will of God, why not live after 


We know now how we ought to live. We 
do not need to wait for eternity to disclose 
our duty tous. The sense of duty is already 
clear and strong. We need only to heed it 
and to fulfil it. Wordsworth calls it ‘* the 
voice of God,’’ because it does reveal to us 
what we shall know when we stand in God’s 
presence. Every time we reject duty we 
lay up regret for ourselves at life’s ending. 
Every time we do duty we prepare for a 
happy entrance into the life where we shall 
see all things clearly and know even as also 
we are known, 

Our imaginations are given to us in part 
that we may be able to picture to ourselves 
the future day and prepare for it by feeling 
now as to character and duty just as imag- 
ination enables us to realize we shall feel 
then. It is in this conception of its function 
that we realize how great a gift the imagina- 
tion is. By our imagination we follow 
Jesus about through his earthly life just as 
though we had really been ourselves mem- 
By our 
imagination we see Jesus standing at the 
door of our hearts and knocking. By our 
imagination we see the Judgment Day, and 


then be seen to be the only worthy ones. 





shall be enabled to reject now what we shall 
perceive to be unworthy for all eternity, and | 
to accept now what for all eternity we 
shall desire. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ is the revelation of 
the life that we shall wish we had lived. 
When we see him -we shall recognize this. 
He came for the purpose of showing us our | 
trve lifé and helping us to live it. ‘*I am 
come that ye may have life.’’ ‘I am the 
way, and the truth and the life.’”” He came 
not only to show us the way. The mere | 
sight of the way is not enough. Nor is it | 
enough to think that some day we shall wish | 


’ 


that we had done otherwise to-day, The 
imagination of the future is not enough to 
keep us from the transgression’ of to-day. 
We need not a future regret, but a present 
salvation, to help us in our need, Christ is 
not only waiting for us as Judge. He is at 
hand as Saviour. What we can’t make our- 
selves by threats as to the future shame. that 
we shall feel, Christ can make us by his own 
present, loving power. é 

What does the life of Jesus teach us as to 
the life we shall wish we had led? Did 
Jesus study his Bible? Did he pray? What 
sort of friend was he? What was his 
teaching as to forgiveness, purity, faith, hu- 
mility? Was he loyal? Was he energetic? 
What was his attitude toward poor people, 
hypocrisy, children, women, the sick and 
unfortunate? What were his ambit'ons? 
And what was his life in God? ‘This is the 
kind of life we:shall wish we had lived. 


al 


The Hour Before Dawn 
(Continued from page 185) 


mine wished it, but it is here.—Rome has 
brought much of order; men buy and sell 
and travel more freely than ever before since 
time began.’’ 

**And shall that fulfil the ancient wri- 
tings? ’’? demanded Mark, ‘**Every man 
under his own vine and fig-tree,—’ you who 


-haye seen Rome, do not the slaves. many 
‘times outnumber the freemen? 


‘No more 
of war,—”’ Rome, that has ‘drenched the 
world with blood! ‘All nations turning to 
Jehovah—’ ”’ 

** No, no, but listen,’? Cleopas answered. 
**Rome has built up one empire. There is 
another she has not touched, and that my 
fathers built. The Romans subdued us, but 
through our art, our poetry, our philosophy, 
we conquered them, making their minds 
subject to us, as-they had made our bodies 
subject to them... And I can dream of yet 
another empire which he—had he lived—’’ 

‘© Would that have fulfilled the Scrip- 
tures? ”’ 

** You know them better than I,’’ Cleopas 
answered, ** but one of the Galileans told me 
of the very beginning of all his teaching. 
How in his home town he went one Sabbath 
into the synagogue, and from the roll of 


| Esaias (you will recall the words) read of 


one chosen to preach good-tidings to the 
poor, to heal the broken-hearted, give re- 
lease to the captive, the recovering of sight 
to the blind, to proclaim the acceptable year 
of the Lord, 








with us, and, had there but been given him | 
the years in which to go on, might he not in | 


time have drawn all tongues and peoples, as 
he drew those peasants of Galilee—and us ? 
Already, out of our maze of puerile, incredi- 
ble fables, some, like myself, had by their 
very reason been brought to your faith. 
Crowning those other empires, might he not 
have builded a third, an empire of love and 
righteousness, whose king should be your 
great one God, made known to men anew as 
Our Father? Might not something like 
that have been—had he but lived?’’ he 
ended. 

‘*Had he but lived,”? Mark echoed. 
‘* Yes, he might have done that and more— 
a thousand times more, But,’’ he added, 
‘*he is gone.’’ 

** Yes,’’ returned Cleopas, ‘he is gone.’’ 

And before that ultimate fact they stopped : 
there was no more to say. Again there 
came to Cleopas’ mind, but with a profounder 
significance, that mystical saying, ‘I will 
smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be 
scattered.” Listening to him who had 
spoken, it seemed to them, as never man 
spake, his faith and that of his friend had 
been fused into one. Now his racial in- 
stincts set back toward the comfortless phil- 
osophies of his fathers, and Mark saw only 
the vanished glory of that great kingdom 


| which from Mount Zion was to have issued 


its edicts to all the earth. 

They had come to a point where, at the 
top of a steep ascent, their road turned 
sharply, and there, with the rays of the 
glorious sunset making as it were a halo 
about his head, they met The Stranger. 
Sympathy is the pass-key to human hearts, 
and he, who read their sorrow in their 
faces, was with his first words at one with 
them. Yet they could not but remark upon 
the strangeness of his being in ignorance 
of facts known to every one else. 


( Continued on next page) 





All that he did, while he was | esss- 
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THE HIGH COST OF FOOD 
Stat Grand ducies ‘Tr Feing tof on utors and 


for 

Housekeepers find ‘it more difficult 
than ever to keep the table decently 
supplied with food and at the same time 
keep the grocery and meat bills from 
going beyond the weekly income. 

The excessive cost of eggs, butter and 
potatoes is particularly burdensome, the 
prices having gone to such a figure that 
the public has reason to suspect collusion 
between provision dealers and the cold 
storage plants, 

To find out the relation of middlemen 
to cold storage concerns and also the 
relation of the farmer to butter and egg 
dealers, is the object of an investigation 
started, by the. district attorney of New 
York and by prosecuting attorneys in 
other States, 

In such times many persons who never 
stopped to consider the food value of the 
cheaper foodstuffs are making a study 
of the subject. They have found that 
neither meat, nor eggs, nor potatoes, are 
yg for man’s complete nourish- 
ment. They are gradually learning that 
man can get from cereals and fruits all 
the strength needed for any kind of 
labor with hands or brain. 

Two shredded wheat biseuits—which 
may be bought at any first class grocery 
store —eaten with milk and a little fruit, 
make a complete, nourishing meal that 
is easily digested and will supply a 
greater amount of real, strength-giving 
nutriment than meat or eggs. While 
not as fattening as potatoes, it supplies 
a greater amount of muscle-building ma- 
terial and enough carbohydrates to keep 
the body warm in cold weather. The 
total cost of such a meal should not be 
over four or five cents. 

A breakfast of shredded wheat biseuit 
and fruit is about the easiest and sim- 
plest of all meals to prepare. » Shredded 
wheat biscuit is read y-cooked and ready- 
to-serve. It is the only cereal breakfast 
food made in biscuit form and hence 
combines most naturally with stewed 
prunes, baked apples, sliced bananas, 
canned peaches or other canned fruits. 
Persons who live on a diet of this kind 
are seldom troubled with any derange- 
ments of the digestive system and are 
nearly always capable of doing a larger 
amount of work with less effort than 
those who live largely upon meat and 
The housewife who knows shred- 
ded wheat biscuit and the many nour- 
ishing combinations that can be made 
with it will find her housekeeping prob- 
lems greatly simplified and will also 
find it very easy to keep down the grocery 
bills without lowering the standards of 
living. 








INVEST IN 
6% FARM MORTGAGES 


and you won’t care who ma- 
nipulates the stock and bond 
market 


Farm Mortgages 


are independent of manipu- 
lators. So are you if you fol- 
low my clients’ example. ° In 
thirteen years 1 have loaned 
more than $1,250,000 without 
the loss of a penny of principal 
or interest to a single investor. 
Let me send you list of 
mortgages $300, pices $500, 
» $I,000, up to $10,000, and 
klet **G.”” 


CHARLES E. COLEMAN 
Manager of Estate}. Farm Mortgage Investments 
542 So. Dearborn Street, Chicago, Il. 











There has been a real need for a brief, inexpensive 
practical manual of suggestions to the teacher on the 
securing and holding of pupils. This need is now met 
in Mr William H,. Hamby’s 


Getting ana Holding 


The book is written with such-vigor and wivacity that 
you will almost forget it is a method manual, until you 
recall that Mr. Hamby has been telling you exactly 
what you have wanted to know about getting those 
boys or girls into the class, and how to keep them 
from slipping away. Itis a book that can save teach- 
ers many a heartache. 


50 cents postpaid 
At booksellers, or from the publishers, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Wainut Street, : Philadetphia, Pa. 

















“Free Copies 


LESSON FOR APRIL 7 (x Cor. 15: 1-12) 


HOW TO TELL 
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RAIN COATS 


<2 This circular 
registered trade 
mark is stamped 
ontheinside anda 


Silk ®nal Label 


is sewed at the collar or elsewhere. 





_ “None Genuine Without Them” 
The 


‘The © Proof is applied to 
many kinds of cloth suitable for 
men’s, women’s and children’s outer 


“garments in light, medium and heavy 


weights for all seasons of the year, 
and are for wear in rain or shine. 


“Rain will neither wet nor 


spot them.” 


‘Keep you warm and dry in cold 


weather, cool and dry in hot weather. 


- They contain no rubber, have no 


disagreeable odor; will not overheat 
‘or Cause perspiration. 

For sale by leading dealers in Men’s, 
Women’s and Children’s Clothing. 


Cb, Lid 


BRADFORD, ENGLAND 


CGwcenelled. USA 


HOBOKEN, NEW JERSEY 


BPrieailoy + 


BRADFORD, ENGLAND 


A postal to the New York office of B. Priestley & 
Co., 100 Fifth Ave., will bring interesting booklet. 
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Advertising Rates 


80 cents per line, $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch), For 
detailed information address ‘The Religious 
Press Association, 901 Witherspoon Buiid- 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States and 
Canada. ‘lhese rates include postage: 


$1.00 Five or more copies, either to 
% separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 
$1 50 One copy, or any number of 
. covies less than five, $1.50 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $6.00. 





One free copy addi- 
tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate. 


The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
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be sent free upon application. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TimEs Co., Publishers, 
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** What things ?”’ he answered simply. 

And they told him: their love, their 
grief, their shattered dream. 

** We hoped,” said Mark, unconsciously 
echoing the words of the man whom Cleo- 
pas had met on his way back to the city, 
‘we hoped that it was he who should re- 
deem Israel.’’ 

They even told him, as they walked on 
together, the incredible story that Mary 
had brought back from the empty tomb, and 
that John had been bold to believe. 

And all of it he seemed with perfect 
clearness to understand: their longing that 
this great prophet, mighty in word and 
deed, should prove himself the Anointed 
One; and their firm conviction that as such 
he had declared himself; only when Mark 
spoke of the ancient writings and their fail- 
ure of fulfilment did‘ he smile and ask his 
strange question, coupling those two words 
which stood at the very poles of their 
thought—the Anointed One and suffering. 

Then he began to speak of those ancient 
visions and gleams“of foreknowledge, and, 
as through his eyes they saw them, it seemed 
to Cleopas, and even more to Mark, that for 
the first time in all their life they rightly un- 
derstood them,..-It was not eloquence, not 
subtilty of logic, but listening they forgot 
their grief, their weariness, the fields on 
either side, the splendor of sunset flaming 
above them, their very breathing. Long 
afterward Peter, in vague and_ halting 
phrases, was trying to tell what he had felt 
once on a far mountain-top when he and the 
sons of Zebedee had been alone with the 
Master, and Cleopas answered: ‘I under- 
stand. It was so I felt shat day.’’ And 
then, ere they could delieve it, the cool of 
the evening was come,they were at Emmaus 
before the little house, and he had turned as 
if he would go on. 

There was more than hospitality in the 
urgent invitation that he should be their 
guest. Their More-than-Friend who had 
gone from them was gone still, and yet, as 
The Stranger had shown its meaning, the 
loss was not the same, the sting of death 
was less sharp, its victory incomplete ; dimly, 
as through the trailing tatters of scattered 
storm-clouds, began to emerge the outlines 
of a future in which one could hope again ; 
and as if to make that hope more certain,, he 
came in to abide with them. 








Hard to Drop 
But Many Drop It 

A young California wife talks about 
coffee : 

‘‘It was hard to drop Mocha and Java 
and give Postum a trial, but my nerves 
were so shattered that I was a nervous 
wreck, and of course that means all 
kinds of ills. 

“At first I thought bicycle riding 
caused it, and I gave it up; but my con- 
dition remained urichanged. I did not 
want to acknowledge coffee caused the 
trouble, for I was very fond of it. 

‘‘About that time a friend came to 
live with us, and I noticed that after he 
had been with us a week he would not 
drink his coffee any more. I asked him 
the reason. He replied, ‘I have not had 
a headache since I left off drinking cof- 
fee, some months ago, till last week, 
when I began again, here at your table. 
I don’t see how ony one can like coffee, 
anyway, after drinking Postum !’ 

‘‘I said nothing, but at once ordered 
a package of Postum. That was five 
months ago, and we have drank no 
coffee since, except on two occasions 
when we had company, and the result 
each time was that my husband could 
not sleep, but lay awake and tossed and 
talked half the night. We were con- 
vinced that coffee caused his suffering, 
so he returned to Postum, convinced 
that the coffee was an enemy, instead 
of a friend, and he is troubled no more 
by insomnia. 

‘‘T, myself, have gained 8 pounds in 


weight, and my nerves have ceased to | 


quiver. It seems so easy now to quit 
the old coffee that caused our aches and 
ails and take up Postum.” Name given 
by Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 
Read the little book, ‘‘The Road to 
Wellville,” inpkgs. ‘*‘ There’s areason.” 
Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 





| prayer means a prolonged time spent upon 


| 


A servant had laid the cloth. There were 
but the three of them. 
Mark ‘The Stranger “blesséd the food—a 
po nant moment, for’ he began, ‘‘Our 

ather.”” ‘They raiséd their heads‘to see 
that he had taken the bread: he gave it to 
them—and suddenly—he ‘was gone—and 
the two men were searching “éach other’s 
faces, the same wild’ question flaming in the 
eyes of each. 

** Did you see—did you see his Aands?”’ 
gasped Cleopas. 

** Yes,’’ Mark burst forth, the joy as of a 
new day flooding his face. ‘* Yes—there 
were nail prints! How could we not have 
known him, Cleopas?’ Did not our heart 
burn within ‘us, while. he talked with us by 
the way?”’ 7 

+" * 7 * * 

And they rose up-that very: hour, and re- 
turned.to Jerusalem, .,. . saying, ‘‘ The Lord 
is risen indeed.” ,_ 

DunpDEE, ILL, 
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Questions in 
the Prayer Life 
Considered by Henry W. Frost 


Home Director of the China Inland Mission 











Readers are invited to submit their 
prayer problems for discussion in this 
department, addressing Mr. Frost in 
care of The Sunday School Times. 


Too Busy to Pray 


‘* Some think they are too busy to pray. 
Are they right or wrong?” 


CERTAIN senator at Washington, who | & 


had gotten into the, Senate because of | 

his money rather than because of his 
brains, was seen one day sitting at his desk, 
his head im his hands, and apparently lost in 
thought. ‘A senator behind him, seeing 
him in this condition, said to a fellow sena- 
tor: ‘* See, Senator So and So is thinking! ’’ 
‘*No,’’ replied the senator addressed, ‘‘ he 
is not thinking ; he only thinks he is think- 
ing!’’? It seems to me that the. story has 
an application to those who think they are 
too busy to pray; it is not the fact that they 
really think they are, but they only think 
that they think they are. For no real think- 
ing ever led a sane man to such a conclusion, 
Are these same persons too busy to eat or 
sleep? Are they too busy to work? Are 
they too busy to take recreation? Are they 


At a sign from | 





too busy to read the newspapers? Are they 
too busy to talk with friends? Are they too 
busy to do a score of things which are pleas- 
ant, but not altogether necessary? ‘lhe 
trouble in the matter is that they have not 
learned to put first.things first, and hence, 
that last things are put first. So long as 
this order is adhered to, it may be quite 
true that the individual is too busy to pray, 
for this is but another way of saying: ‘‘ After 
I do everything I want to do, I find that 
there is no time left for prayer.’’ Suppose 
that same person should say, ‘‘ I will first of 
all do what God wants me to do, and after 
this I will do what otherwise can be done’’; 
how long would the difficulty of finding time 
for prayer remain ? 

At the same time, there may be other diffi- 
culties with the individual in mind than this 
lack of proportion between divine and secu- 
lar duties. For instance, it may be that the 
person has a false conception of what is.re- 
quired of him in the matter of prayer, sup- 
posing, if he is to be right with God, that he 
must spend hours daily upon his knees. 
Such a view of duty, in the cases of many 
men and women, would be both false and 
absurd. For instance, how may a wife and 
mother who has no one to help her in the 
household work and the care of the children 
spend hours in formal prayer? Or, how 
may a laboring man who has to rise early 
and toil late spend hours in like formal 
prayer? These persons, as others like 
them, are indeed too busy to pray, provided 


one’s knees. But such persons are not ex- 
pected to pray, so far as long, formal pray- 
ing is concerned, in the same way that min- 
isters, missionaries, and other Christian 








reaches you. It is free 
from disagreeable 


Taste and Odor 
Moller’s Oil is 


Sold only in flat, oval bottles— 
drugsist has it. 











BRONCHIAL TROCHES 
Save the voice in all kinds of weather. Invalua- 
ble to singers and speakers for clearing the voice. 
There is nothing more effective for Throat Irrita- 
tion, Hoarseness and Coughs. Sixty years’ repu- 
tation. Sold onlyin boxes. Sample mailed free, 

JOHN L. BROWN & SON, Boston, Mass. 
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IS school prepared these three Women, in 

their own homes, to become suycessful 

nurses. One writes, “‘] have more work offered 

than I can accept.” Another, *‘] have worked for 

eight different hysitians.” The third, “1 receive 
$20 to $30 a week.’ 

Our method of training has made it possible for 

thousands of women, with and without previous ex- 


perience, to earn $10 'o $25 a week as professional 
nurses, 

Send tor a copy of ** How | Became a Nurse’ and 
our Year Book explaining method; 248 pages with 


| intensely interesting experiences by our graduates. 


Eleventh year. 


The Chautauqua School of Nursing 
286 Main St. Jamestown, N. ¥. 








Syracuse 
University 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


Offers, beside the regular College Courses, 
Mechanical, Electrical and Civil Engineer- 
ing, Architecture, Music, Painting, Law, 
Medicirie, Sociology, Pedagogy and Agri- 
culture, 


The New York State College of Forestry 
has just been established. ‘Tuition free to 
residents of New York State. 

SUMMER SCHOOL, July 5—August 16 

Catalogue and Bulletin sent on application, } 











Union Missionary Training. Institute 


interdenominational. Co-educational 
Purpose. Lo.train for Foreign Missionary Work. 
Instructors: A faculty of 30 pastors, physicians and 
teachers. Departments : Biblical, Literary, Medical, 
Musical, Linguistic. Medical raining Department : 
200 Lectures with Clinical and Dispensary Work. 
Oriental Languages : 14 can be taught, if needed, 
almost wholly by native teachers. Some Results : 180 
students have gone to 25 Countries tinder 24 Mission- 
ory Societies, and 3x are in Home Work, Regular 
c arage : $100per year. Write freely to Mrs. L. D. Os- 
born, Principal, 131-1 33 Waverly Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. 
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MEMORY e 
MEMORY LIBRARY, BOX 706 NY. CITY. 





It isn’t the size of an in number 





workers are expected to. These last per- 


are genuine, true, and full of human | sons have been called to a special service of 


interest. 


( Continued on next page) 


advertisement 
of lines, but its size in suggestion that counts. 
Here is a suggestion. Get r adult 
class to subscribe for The Sunday School 
Times. And do it now! 
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THE POLICEMAN : 

YS SPOT- 
LESS 
TOWN 






This brilliant man walks ap and down 
Upon the streets of Spotiess Town. 
The glitter of his shining ster 

Arrests attention from afar. 

It lights the beat and goes to show 
That naught can beat SAPOLIO 


A housekeeper’s attention is in- 
stantly arrested by the condition of the 
shelves, paint, windows, and tins in 
her neighbors kitchen. ‘Fhese mark 

ood housekeeping. No matter how 
Ene the rest of the house may be, if 
the kitchen is not clean it shows the 
worst kind of unthrift. A basin of 
water, a cloth and 


SAPOLIO 


will save you from this reproach. 


ah 


“‘ Noiseless" Cushioned 




















Trays with a new Short 
Glass. Trays interlook; 
All glasses well spaced. 
Outfits seut on trial, 


DIETZ Give Btcs oe Bosc Sticks 
















For College,School, Society or Lodge 
Descriptive catalog With at- 
tractive prices mailed free upon 
a request, Either style of pins 
here illustrated with any three letters and 
figures, one or two colors of enamel. Ster- 
ling silver, 25c. each; $2.50 doz.; Silverplate, roc. each; 
$1.00 doz, Bastian Lros.Co., Dept.742, Rochester, N.Y. 
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SWEET 
PEAS 


Six Superb Spencers 


we will mail one regular packet 

For 25 Cts. each of Fuonawes Necistrw- 
GALE, the largest and best lavender ; ConsTANCE 
Otiver, rich rose pink on cream; Marte Co- 
RELL, beautiful, brilliant crimson; Primkose 
Spencek, the best primrose ; SENATOR SPENCER, 
claret flaked on pen nag od and W.'‘T. Hutcuins, 
apricot overlaid with blush-pink. ‘These six su- 
perb Spencers are shown, painted from nature, on 
pases 109 and 110 of Burpee’s Annual for 1912. 
urchased separately they would cost 65 cts., but 
all six packets, with leaflet on culture,will | e mailed 


for only 25 cts.; five collections for $1.00. 


BURPEE’S 
ANNUAL FOR 1912 


This ‘“‘Sirent Saresman”’ of the World’s 
Largest Mail-Order Seed Trade is a Bright Book 
of 178 Pages. It tells the plain truth about the 
Best Seeds that can be grown,—as proved at our 
famous ForpHOOK F arms, —the largest, most com- 
— Trial Grounds in America. It is Mailed 

ree upon application. Shall we send YOU 
a copy? 


W. Atlee Burpee & Co. 


Philadelphia 
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(Continued from preceding page) 
intercession, and they have been set free, by 
the support given to them by others, to ful- 
fil this ministry.- As for the common man 
or woman, such a person is required to offer 
to God such formal prayer as the duties of 
life make possible, but not more than this, 
for God does not ask for impossibilities. 

At the same time, such a conception 
ought not to lead to carelessness in praying. 
The average person who is methodical in 
planning for set times of prayer will make 
wonderful discoveries. He will find that he 
has hitherto wasted many opportunities to 
pray, and also, that he can secure many 
more opportunities by planning for them 





(Lesson for April-7) MARCH 23, 1912 


than he had any idea of. Generally speak- 
ing, it is true here as elsewhere, ~** re 
there’s a will, there’s a way!’’ But, above 
all things, most persons need to learn that 
praying is not to be shut up to acts of formal 
prayer. We are to pray at set times; but 
also, we are to pray at all times. In this 
last experience, though we may be too busy 
to pray formally on our knees, we shall not 
be too busy to pray informally, upon our 
feet, or while we are sitting, or while we 
are lying down, What is needed is to form 
the habit of prayer.e Then our chief busi- 
ness will be to pray, and we shall find our- 
selves more busy in praying than in any- 
thing else, 





The Heat 


Fifth Letter from the firing line of 
the Men and Religion Movement. 


of the 


Battle 
- By John Marvin Dean 





the continent-wide campaign. 


HE Men and Religion Forward Move- 

ment is in the hottest part of the battle. 

_ Lam writing this in Seattle, where 

Team Three is in the middle of an eight-day 
attack. 

Seattle was slow in preparing. Two 


“mi -| months ago Men and Religion in Seattle was 


Communion Servic 
Pricx List 


ALUMINUM 
VOR scradersdy2ss05; edesccncese coccccccecseees's 82 


Write for full. particulars 
Mlustrated Catalogue. FRER. 
INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE COMPANY 
1701-1708. Chestnat Street 
: Philadelphia 


























My voice unkind—like fretful winds that blow— 

May God’s love send it music, sweet and low-—, 

Hath wreathed a grieving mouth with quivering pain, 
And dimmed the tender eyes with tears like rain. 

I say, “I did not think; nor mean to; I forgot.” 

Love always thinks; and knows, and faileth not. 

Dear Christ—-Forgive our sins against our own; 

The thoughtlessness that drives thee from Love’s throne ; 
Forgive our sins—with pleading soul we pray — 

The cruel things “ we did not mean to say.”’ 


Verses from the Heart 
by Robert J. Burdette 


50 cents, postpaid, The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 


These are a few lines 
from ‘‘ The Sins that 
Sting,” one of the se- 
lections in verse in 
‘The Silver Trum- 
pets,” a little book 
which would make a- 
welcome Easter gift, 
containing fifty-two 

















without $1.00 door 





IT FITS 
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s the reason we can offer them at such reasona 

Our sectional Bookcases are the product of years of 

undivided attention to this one line of manufacture. 

sections have non-biading. disa ring glass doors, and 

are highly finished in SOLID GOLDE AK. 

and finishes at correspondingly iow prices. 

Catalogue No. 126. 

“ ba Cc. J. LUNDSTROM MFG. CO.., Little Falls, N.Y. 
lannfacturers of Sectronal fiookcases and tiling Cabinets 


Branch 


On Approval Freight Paid 


psy £22 . 


ANY SPACE SECTIONAL BOOKCASE 

- Endorsed “ THE BEST” by Over Fifty Thousand Users 
: ADE under our own patents, in our own factory, and the 
M éntire production seld direct to the home and office. | : , 
: ible | definite service. 


N ¢ 


Office, Flatiron Building, New York City 


book 


Other styles 
Write for New 


only a list of names—a paper showing. 
Then came news from the East, and a splen- 
did awakening. The survey was pushed, 
the committees organized, the general public 
informed, and the churches aroused. Im- 
provised teams of local ‘* experts ’’ canvassed 
the churches. 

Now, in spite of a tremendous political 
battle against the notorious Hi Gill, the 
Christian manhood of the city is gathering 
around the visiting team in a great loyalty. 
For the past three days about fifty services 
ard conferences have been conducted daily, 
—-committees, conferences, schools of meth- 
od, platform services, special gatherings ior 
teachers, ‘mill workers, office men, ‘‘ down 
and outs,’’ business men, labor unionists, 
ship builders, Sunday-school workers, and 
delegations from neighboring towns. 

Alva S. Allen, the veteran General Secre- 
tary of the great Young Men’s Christian As- 
sociation of Seattle, the fifth largest in the 
world, says that never in Seattle’s history 
before have hundreds of business and profes- 
sional men been willing to shut down their 
desks in the middle of the day, and go to 
school to learn how to be more efficient work- 
ers in the church and the Kingdom. 

‘The Boys’ Work Institute and the Social 
Service Institute are first in attendance— 
about two hundred students daily from Seat- 
tle’s leading citizens. The other institutes 
are not so large, but they are fired with en- 
thusiasm. My own institute here is smallest 
in numbers, only forty men on the average, 
but remarkable in its atmosphere of practical 
heipfulness, The Community Extension 
Committee has already received the signa- 
tures of sixty volunteers for the permanent 
extension staff after the eight-day campaign 
is over. 

Raymond Robins, Fred B. Smith, Clarence 
Barbour, and others of the team, are reach- 
ing thousands of men in the larger meetings. 
Alexander is doing-here what he has done 


} everywhere—revolutionizing the city’s atti- 


tude toward boyhood. 

Speaking of Alexander’s boys’ conven- 
tions and evangelistic meetings, I have never 
seen so remarkable a combination of sanity 
and sainthood. Without the least attempt 
to hypnotize. or force these’ thousands of 
older boys, he is leading them by hundreds 
into the Christian life. Frequently in a 





| 
| 


| 
| 
| 





single great meeting of older boys—for boys 
under fifteen are not admitted—he will have 
a hundred or more decisions for the Chris- 
tian life, and as high as seven hundred ‘* for- 
ward steps ’’ taken by Christian boys. - These 
forward steps are of three classes: church 
membership, personal life, and enlistment in 


The methods used in these meetings are 
unobjectionable, scientific in principle, and 
the most effective I have ever seen. The 
work of the Boys’ Work experts on the other 
teams is also remarkably effective, and is re- 
ceiving great attention, 





This latest news from the front shows that hundreds of boys are 

responding to the call of the Men and Religion Forward Movement, 

and that hundreds of men are springing up as leaders in the wake of 

That Christ’s claims on manhood, 

rightly put to men, will find eager acceptance, is one clear-cut lesson 
of this Movement, 


After this campaign is over the cities of 
North America could serve themselves in no 
better way than by guaranteeing a visit from 
the fiery, sane, keen, and pungent Alexander 
the Great in the interest of their. boys. Bo 
leaders are springing up in his trail like the 
old harvest of the dragon’s teeth. 

Team ‘Iwo is now in the little city of 
Walla Walla, and. next week will be- in 
Spokane. Boise had her campaign with 
these men last week. The Associated Press 
reports show that the Christian men in the 
Rocky Mountain country are wonderfully 
aroused, . 

From Spokane, Team Two will start East, 
holding campaigns in Billings, Montana ; 
Grand Forks, South Dakota; and Duluth, 
Minnesota, while Team Three will follow 
the western rim down through San Francisco, 
Oakland, and Los Angeles, aud thence turn 
back to Denver and Omaha. 

Team. One is on the great Southern Cir- 
cuit, having just closed a campaign at Jack- 
sonville, Florida, 

Two teams will begin work in New York 
City on April 14, The Brooklyn campaign 
will precede this work. Manhattan and the 
Bronx are being organized into tw ‘lve -dis- 
tricts, and the New York Committee of One 
Hundred are confident of doing the most 
extensive and vital work yet undertaken, 

Following the New York campaign will 
come the great Men’s Christian Congress. 
Already that mighty objective is looming up 
over the Christian horizon. Registrations 
are pouring in, It will be strictly a dele- 
gated body, and the preparations. and plens 
demand a separate letter, 

A short time ago I gave in my letter to 
The Sunday-School Times a few straws on 
the surface indicating the moving of the 
great religious tides stirred by this Move- 
ment, 

I am astonished that I had the courage to 
select those few facts. I am daily hearing of 
matters so significant and prophetic in con- 
nection with this work that I am solemnized 
with the thought that we are participating in 
something so deep and strong and so truly 
epoch-making that its source can be nothing 
other than the Council Chamber of the Tri- 
une God. 

We ‘of the teams are feeling at times a 
great awe. We shall look back to 1911-12 
as a date in church history exceeded in. sig- 
nificance by no other. 

Some towns and cities are slow to under- 
stand what is happening. Millions of church- 
men were contemporaries: of Luther, of 


| Wesley, of Moody, and yet were negligent 


of the opportunities created by-those serv- 
ants of God. Forty men are’ working like 
veritable bondservants on the traveling teams, 
and seventy thousand committeemen across 
the land are echoing their exertions. A great 
door is swinging wide before the.churches of 
the land. Yet some will remain dormant 
and untouched. For this Movement. is a 
movement of the consecrated mind. To re- 
ceive its touch of power pastor, church, or 
city must think, think hard, stedy, and-then 
descend to hard, prosaic tasks,  ‘*Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy Ged with all thy 
mind !”’ 
SEATTLE, WASH. 




















‘The Best Version in Any Language.’’ 


The American 
Standard Bible 


Edited by the American Revision Committee 


is the best version of the English Bible ever 
produced because it is translated from the 
oldest and most authentic manuscripts in ex- 
istence by the greatest Biblical Scholars that 
the world has ever known. | 

The paragraphic division is recognized as 
an indisputable merit because it is the natural 
form and brings the reader closer to the 
original message. 





The International Lesson Committee decided by a unanimous 
resolution to use the text of the American Standard Bible in the 
Uniform and new Graded Sunday School Lessons because it is more 
true to the original and requires less explanation than any other. 

It is, therefore, used by the Sunday School periodicals published 
by the great denominational publishing houses and ‘The Sunday 
School ‘limes, and is also the standard text-book for Bible Study 
Classes, Colleges, Universities, and Theological Seminaries. 

The Council of the Reformed Churches in America holding the 
Presbyterian System, recommended that: ‘«The first and chief text-book 
should be the Bible itself, and preferably the AMERICAN STANDARD 
VERSION, with references, a Bible Dictionary and Concordance and 
Subject Index.” 

The American Standard Bible has now been before the public for ten 
years, and it continues to grow in popular favor, faster than any transla- 
tion before it ever did. ‘The demand is so great that the publishers have 
made this version in eight sizes of type and over 200 styles of binding, so 
as to meet every want. Price from 35 cents up. 

For Sale by all leading Booksellers. Send for Booklet and Price List to 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 


Bible Publishers for the American Revision Committee 


381A Fourth Avenue (Cor. of 27th Street), New York 


FOR EASTER 








Easter Greeting 
Post Cards 


An Easter Wish, No. 175 S. A 
beautiful card, decorated with a 
spray of lilies-of-the-valley. 
Printed in delicate green on white 
cardboard. For pastors, super- 
intendents, teachers, and friends. 
$1.00 per hundred. 


A New Card, No. 176 S. Printed 
in yellow and blue, has also been 
prepared with a new sentiment. 
For pastors, superintendents, 
teachers and friends. $1.00 per 
hundred, 


Offering and 
Collecting Envelopes 


Easter Offering Envelope, No. 2 
23%x3% inches. Contains Plock- 
horst’s famous painting, ‘‘ He is 
Risen.’’ Lithographed in col- 
ors. Also a lily design on back. 
30 cents per hundred ; $1.25 per 
five hundred; $2.50 per thousand. 


Easter ‘‘Chick’’ Collecting En- 
velope. Contains one large 
chicken and fifty small ones, 
34%x5% inches. $1.00 per hun- 
dred; five hundred or more, 
85 cents per hundred. 





An especially attractive service. 





Our Saviour 
CHARLES H. GABRIEL, author of 
‘«Glory Song.’’ § cents percopy ; 
$4.00 per hundred; postpaid, $4.25 


Easter Cards 


The Easter season brings to our 
minds the thoughts of others we 
like to remember. A _ pretty 
thought, message of spring, in 
artistic designs, will be found 
among our choice line of cards 
and post cards, Dainty crosses, 
flowers, Easter emblems, from 
I cent up to 75 cents each. 


Spectal assortment for Sunday Schools 


Booklets 
Very dainty, replete with beauti- 
tiful thoughts. Illustrated in 
bright colors. 6 cents to 40 cents. 





Out-of-town customers 
may send us the amount they 
desire to spend and indicate the 
number of greeting cards wanted, 
and a careful selection will be 
made and forwarded. We guar- 
antee satisfaction. 

















THE GRIFFITH AND ROWLAND PRESS 


1701-1703 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 




















Annuity Gold Bonds 


Witherspoon Building 


An investment that combines the greatest possi- 
ble security, the largest justifiable returns, and the 


farthest reaching results along missionary lines. 
Issued in denominations of 


$500 $1,000 $5,000 


Paying interest to the annuitant 
from 5% to 10% 
according to age 


This issue is limited in amount, and so attract- 
ive have these Ronds been to those who have 
investigated their security, purpose and returns 
that very few remain to be disposed of. 


If this appeals to you, let us send you fuller 
information. It is a great 


OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE THE CHURCH 


without diminishing your present income. In 
fact, it may increase it. 
Write to-day, while it is fresh in your mind. 





Presbyterian Board of Publication and Sabbath School Work 
F. M. BRASELMANN, Treasurer 
124 WITHERSPOON BUILDING, PHILADELPHIA 


Deur Mother: 

‘ If I could come, feeling that my children 
would not be a burden to you, I would gladly do 
80, because the house is too heavy a burden for 
me. It is impossible to meet the notes on the 
home and provide a comfortable living for the 
children. 

As I see the little sum of money, that 
George left, growing smaller each day, the un 
tainty of the future has assumed a_ serious 
aspect. The shock of George's sudden death 
was enough without this unexpected worry of 
things which are all new to me. 

Devotedly, 
Charlotte, 


TRAVELERS INSURANCE CO., 
Hartford, Conn. 
Gentlemen: 

Please accept my thanks for your kind re- 
mittances which you have sent me each month, 
following the sudden death of my husband. It 
is hardly necessary for me to tell you .how 
much this monthly income kas saved me from 
worry and possible privation 

My husband's untimely death left me the 
care of two children and | shudder as I think 
what might have become of us without his 
forethought and your promptness. 

Very truly yours, 
(Mrs. J. B. F.) Sarah B. F 























WHICH OF THESE LETTERS WOULD YOUR WIFE WRITE ? 

A® the father, upon your forethought and labor rest the welfare, 

decent living and happiness of your wife and children. In case 

of your death, our Guaranteed Low Cost Monthly Income Policy means 

a monthly income for your family—not a princely fortune, but enough 
to ‘‘make both ends meet.’’ 

Our interesting booklet tells all about it; write for one today. 


THE TRAVELERS INSURANCE CO. 
HARTFORD, CONN 


Please send me particulars regarding Guaranteed Low Cost Monthly 
Income Policy. 


Business Address 


Date of Birth State 
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THE POLICEMAN : 

SY SPOT- 
LESS 
TOWN 






This brilliant man walks ap and down 
Upon the streets of Spotiess Town. 
The glitter of his shining star 

Arrests attention from afar. 

It lights the beat and goes to show 
That naught can beat SAPOLIO 


A housekeeper’s attention is in- 
stantly arrested by the condition of the 
shelves, paint, windows, and tins in 
her neighbors kitchen. ‘These mark 
ee housekeeping. No matter how 

ne the rest of the house may be, if 
the kitchen is not clean it shows the 
worst kind of unthrift. A basin of 
water, a cloth and 


SAPOLIO 


will save you from this reproach. 




















Trays interlock; 
All glasses well spaced. 
Outfits sent on trial. 
DIETZ COMMUNION BERVICE CO, 
107 North Dearborn St., Dept.27, CHICAGO 








For College,School, Society 

Descriptive catalog With at- 
tractive prices mailed free upon 
' request, Either style of pins 
here illustrated with any three letters and 
figures, one or two colors of enamel. Ster- ne 
ling silver, 25c. each; $2.50 doz.; Silverplate, roc. each; 
$1.00 doz. Bastian liros.Co., Dept.242, Rochester, NY. 
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SWEET 
PEAS 


Six Superb Spencers 


we will mail one regular packet 
For 25 Cts. each of FLoxence NiGutin- 
GALE, the largest and best lavender ; CONSTANCE 
Otiver, rich rose pink on cream; Marie Co- 
RELL, beautiful, brilliant crimson; PrimKose 
Spencex, the best primrose ; Senator SPENCER, 
claret flaked on heliotr ; and W. T. Hutcuins, 
apricot overlaid with blush-pink. ‘These six su- 
perb Spencers are shown, painted from nature, on 
pares 109 and 110 of Burpee’s Annual for 1912. 
urchased separately they would cost 65 cts., but 
all six pockets. with leaflet on culture,will | e mailed 
for only 25 cts.; five collections for $1.00. 


BURPEE’S 
ANNUAL FOR 1912 


This ‘‘Sirent Satesman”’ of the World's 
Largest Mail-Order Seed Trade is a Bright Book 
of 178 Pages. 


famous ForDHOOK Farms, —the largest, most com- 
lete ‘Trial Grounds in America. It is Mailed 
ree upon application. Shall we send YOU 
a copy? 


Philadelphia 





| 


It tells the plain truth about the 
Best Seeds that can be grown,—as proved at our 


W. Atlee Burpee & Co. 

















Communion Servic 
Pricx List 
ALUMINUM 


cad erp scinbbctaditinced 
rays, 40 plain glasses. 
Base ; 





. 6.50 
Write for full particulars and our handsome 
Mustrated (Catalogue. FRER. 
INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE COMPANY 
1701-1703. Chestnut Street 


Address Det. i, Philadelphia 




















My voice unkind—like fretful winds that blow— 

May God’s love send it music, sweet and low—, 

Hath wreathed a grieving mouth with quivering pain, 
And dimmed the tender eyes with tears like rain. 

I say, “I did not think; nor mean to; I forget.” 

Love always thinks; and knows, and faileth not. 

Dear Christ—-Forgive our sins against our own; 

The thoughtlessness that drives thee from Love’s throne ; 
Forgive our sins—with pleading soul we pray— 

The cruel things “ we did not mean to say.” 


Verses from the Heart 
by Robert J. Burdette 


50 cents, postpaid, The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


These are a few lines 
from ** The Sins that 
Sting,” one of the se- 
lections in verse in 
“The Silver Trum- 
pets,” a little book 
which would make a 
welcome Easter gift, 
containing fifty-two 
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entire production seld direct to the home and office. | 


Office, Flatiron Building, New York City 


proval Freight Paid 


SECTIONAL BOOKCASE 
Endorsed “ THE BEST " by Over Fifty Thousand Users 
M ADE under our own patents, in our own factory, and the | 


Koo 

ry ring glass doors, and 
GO PEN OAK Other styles 
Weite for New 


the reason we can offer them at such reasonable 
Our sectional Bookcases are the product of years of 
undivided attention to this one line of manufacture. 
sections have noa-piading. dis: 
are highly finished in SOL S 
and finishes at correspondingly low prices. 
Catalogue No. 126. 

EC. J. LUNDSTROM MFG. CO.., Little Falls, N.Y. 


fannfacturers of Srctronal fiookcases and tiling Cabinets 
Branch 
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(Continued from preceding page) 
intercession, and they have been set free, by 
the support given to them by others, to ful- 
fil this ministry.. As for the common man 
or woman, such a person is required to offer 
to God such formal prayer as the duties of 
life make possible, but not more than this, 
for God does not ask for impossibilities. 

At the same time, such a conception 
ought not to lead to carelessness in praying. 
The average person who is methodical in 
planning for set times of prayer will make 
wonderful discoveries. He will find that he 
has hitherto wasted many opportunities to 
pray, and also, that he can secure many 
more opportunities by planning for them 





(Lesson for April-7) MARCH 23, 1912 


than he had any idea of. Generally speak- 
ing, it is true ae as elsewhere, ** Where 
there’s a will, there’s a way!’’ But, above 
all things, most persons need to learn that 
praying is not to be shut up to acts of formal 
prayer. We are to pray at set times; but 
also, we are to pray at all times. In this 
last experience, though we may be too busy 
to pray formally on our knees, we shall not 
be too busy to pray informally, upon our 
feet, or while we are sitting, or while we 
are lying down, What is néeded is to form 
the habit of prayer.e Then our chief busi- 
ness will be to pray, and we shall find our- 
selves more busy in praying than in any- 
thing else, 





The Heat 


Fifth Letter from the firing line of 
the Men and Religion Movement. 


of the 


Battle 
- By John Marvin Dean 





the continent-wide campaign. 


HE Men and Religion Forward Move- 

ment is in the hottest part of the battle. 

_ Iam writing this in Seattle, where 

Team Three is in the middle of an eight-day 
| attack. 


Seattle was slow in preparing. Two 


} -| months ago Men and Religion in Seattle was 


only a list of names—a paper showing. 
Then came news from the East, and a splen- 
did awakening. The survey was pushed, 
the committees organized, the general public 
informed, and the churches aroused. Im- 
provised teams of local ‘* experts ’’ canvassed 
the churches, 

Now, in spite of a tremendous political 
battle against the notorious Hi Gill, the 
Christian manhood of the city is gathering 
around the visiting team in a great loyalty, 
For the past three days about fifty services 
arid conferences have been conducted daily, 
—-committees, conferences, schools of meth- 
od, platform services, special gatherings ior 
teachers, ‘mill workers, office men, ‘‘ down 
and outs,’’ business men, labor unionists, 
ship buildérs, Sunday-school workers, and 
delegations from neighboring towns. 

Alva S. Allen, the veteran General Secre- 
tary of the great Young Men’s Christian As- 
sociation of Seattle, the fifth largest in the 
world, says that never in Seattle’s history 
before have hundreds of business and profes- 


desks in the middle of the day, and go to 
school to learn how to be more efficient work- 
ers in the church and the Kingdom. 

‘The Boys’ Work Institute and the Social 
Service Institute are first in attendance— 
about two hundred students daily from Seat- 
tle’s leading citizens. The other institutes 
are not so large, but they are fired with en- 
thusiasm. My own institute here is smallest 
in numbers, only forty men on the average, 
but remarkable in its atmosphere of practical 
heipfulness. The Community Extension 
Committee has already received the signa- 
tures of sixty volunteers for the permanent 
extension staff after the eight-day campaign 
is over. 

Raymond Robins, Fred B. Smith, Clarence 
Barbour, and others of the team, are reach- 
ing thousands of men in the larger meetings. 
Alexander is doing-here what he has done 
everywhere—revolutionizing the city’s atti- 
tude toward boyhood. 

Speaking of Alexander’s boys’ conven- 
tions and evangelistic meetings, I have never 
seen so remarkable a combination of sanity 
and sainthood. Without the least attempt 
to hypnotize. or force these’ thousands of 
older boys, he is leading them by hundreds 
into the Christian life. Frequently in a 
| single great meeting of older boys—for boys 

under fifteen are not admitted—he will have 
| a hundred or more decisions for the Chris- 
| tian life, and as high as seven hundred ‘ for- 
ward steps ’’ taken by Christian boys. : These 
| forward steps are of three classes: church 

membership, personal life, and enlistment in 
definite service. 
| The methods used in these meetings are 
unobjectionable, scientific in principle, and 
the most effective I have ever seen. The 
work of the Boys’ Work experts on the other 
teams is also remarkably effective, and is re- 
ceiving great attention, 








sional men been willing to shut down their | 





This latest news from the front shows that hundreds of boys are 

responding to the call of the Men and Religion Forward Movement, 

and that hundreds of men are springing up as leaders in the wake of 

That Christ’s claims on manhood, 

rightly put to men, will find eager acceptance, is one clear-cut lesson 
of this Movement, 


After this campaign is over the cities of 
North America could serve themselves in no 
better way than by guaranteeing a visit from 
the fiery, sane, keen, and pungent Alexander 
the Great in the interest of their.boys. Boy 
leaders are springing up in his trail like the 
old harvest of the dragon’s teeth. 

Team ‘Two is now in the little city of 
Walla Walla, and. next week will be- in 
Spokane. Boise had her campaign with 
these men last week. The Associated Press 
reports show that the Christian men in the 
Rocky Mountain country are wonderfully 
aroused, 

From Spokane, Team Two will start East, 
holding campaigns in Billings, Montana ; 
Grand Forks, South Dakota; and Duluth, 
Minnesota, while Team Three will follow 
the western rim down through San Francisco, 
Oakland, and Los Angeles, aud thence turn 
back to Denver and Omaha. 

Team One is on the great Southern Cir- 
cuit, having just closed a campaign at Jack- 
sonville, Florida, 

Two teams will begin work in New York 
City on April 14, The Brooklyn campaign 
will precede this Work. Manhattan and the 
Bronx are being organized into tw ‘lve dis- 
tricts, and the New York Committee of One 
Hundred are confident of doing the most 
extensive and vital work yet undertaken. 

Following the New York campaign will 
come the great Men’s Christian Congress. 
Already that mighty objective is looming up 
over the Christian horizon. Registrations 
are pouring in, It will be strictly a dele- 
gated body, and the preparations and plens 
demand a separate letter, 

A short time ago I gave in my letter to 
The Sunday-School Times a few straws on 
the surface indicating the moving of the 
great religious tides stirred by this Move- 
ment. 

I am astonished that I had the courage to 
select those few facts. I am daily hearing of 
matters so significant and prophetic in con- 
nection with this work that I am solemnized 
with the thought that we are participating in 
something so deep and strong and so truly 
epoch-making that its source can be nothing 
other than the Council Chamber of the ‘Tri- 
une God. 

We ‘of the -teams are feeling at times a 
great awe. We shall look back to 1911-12 
as a date in church history exceeded in. sig- 
nificance by no other. 

Some towns and cities are slow to under- 
stand what is happening. Millions of church- 
men were contemporaries: of Luther, of 
Wesley, of Moody, and yet were negligent 
of the opportunities created by those serv- 
ants of God. Forty men are’ working like 
veritable bondservants on the traveling teams, 
and seventy thousand committeemen across 
the land are echoing their exertions. A great 
door is swinging wide before the churches of 
the land. Yet some will remain dormant 
and untouched. For this Movement is a 
movement of the consecrated mind. To re- 
ceive its touch of power pastor, church, ot 
city must think, think hard, study, and-then 
descend to hard, prosaic tasks, - ‘*Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy Ged with all thy 
mind !”’ 

SEATTLE, WasH. 




















‘The Best Version in Any Language.’”’ 


The American 
Standard Bible 


Edited by the American Revision Committee 


is the best version of the English Bible ever 
produced because it is translated from the 
oldest and most authentic manuscripts in ex- 
istence by the greatest Biblical Scholars that 
the world has ever known. 

The paragraphic division is recognized as 
an indisputable merit because it is the natural 
form and brings the reader closer to the 
original message. 





The International Lesson Committee decided by a unanimous 
resolution to use the text of the American Standard Bible in the 
Uniform and new Graded Sunday School Lessons because it is more 
true to the original and requires less explanation than any other. 

It is, therefore, used by the Sunday School periodicals published 
by the great denominational publishing houses and ‘The Sunday 
School ‘limes, and is also the standard text-book for Bible Study 
Classes, Colleges, Universities, and ‘Theological Seminaries. 

The Council of the Reformed Churches in America holding the 
Presbyterian System, recommended that: ‘The first and chief text-book 
should be the Bible itself, and preferably the AMERICAN STANDARD 
VERSION, with references, a Bible Dictionary and Concordance and 
Subject Index.”’ 

The American Standard Bible has now been before the public for ten 
years, and it continues to grow in popular favor, faster than any transla- 
tion before it ever did. ‘The demand is so great that the publishers have 
made this version in eight sizes of type and over 200 styles of binding, so 
as to meet every want. Price from 35 cents up. 

For Sale by all leadi llers. Send for Booklet and Price List to 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 


Bible Publishers for the American Revision Committee 


381A Fourth Avenue (Cor. of 27th Street), New York 





FOR EASTER 








Easter Greeting 
Post Cards 


An Easter Wish, No. 175 S. A 
beautiful card, decorated with a 
spray of lilies-of-the-valley. 
Printed in delicate green on white 
cardboard. For pastors, super- 
intendents, teachers, and friends, 
$1.00 per hundred. 


A New Card, No. 176 S. Printed 
in yellow and blue, has also been 
prepared with a new sentiment. 
For pastors, superintendents, 
teachers and friends. $1.00 per 
hundred, 


Offering and 
Collecting Envelopes 


Easter Offering Envelope, No. 2 
23x3% inches. Contains Plocke 
horst’ s famous painting, ‘ He is 
Risen.’’ Lithographed in col- 
ors. Also a lily design on back. 
30 cents per hundred ; $1.25 per 
five hundred; $2.50 per thousand. 


Easter ‘‘Chick’’ Collecting En- 
velope. Contains one large 
chicken and fifty small ones. 
34%x5% inches, $1.00 per hun- 
dred; five hundred or more, 
85 cents per hundred. 





An especially attractive service. 





Our Saviour 
CHARLES H. GABRIEL, author of 
‘*Glory Song.’’ §cents percopy ; 
$4.00 per hundred; postpaid, $4.25 


Easter Cards 


The Easter season brings to our 
minds the thoughts of others we 
like to remember. A _ pretty 
thought, message of spring, in 
artistic designs, will be found 
among our choice line of cards 
and post cards. Dainty crosses, 
flowers, Easter emblems, from 
I cent up to 75 cents each. 


Spectal assortment for Sunday ScAools 


Booklets 
Very dainty, replete with beauti- 
tiful thoughts. Illustrated in 
bright colors. 6 cents to 40 cents. 





Out-of-town customers 
may send us the amount they 
desire to spend and indicate the 
number of greeting cards wanted, 
and a careful selection will be 
made and forwarded. We guar- 
antee satisfaction. 














THE GRIFFITH AND ROWLAND PRESS 


1701-1703 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 




















Annuity Gold Bonds 


Witherspoon Building 


An investment that combines the greatest possi- 
ble security, the largest justifiable returns, and the 


farthest reaching results along missionary lines. 
Issued in denominations of 


$500 $1,000 $5,000 


Paying interest to the annuitant 
from 5% to 10% 
according to age 


This issue is limited in amount, and so attract- 
ive have these Bonds been to those who have 
investigated their security, purpose and returns 
that very few remain to be disposed of. 


If this appeals to you, let us send you fuller 
information. It is a great 


OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE THE CHURCH 
without diminishing your present income. In 
fact, it may increase it. 
Write to-day, while it is fresh in your mind. 





Presbyterian Board of Publication and Sabbath School Work 
F. M. BRASELMANN, Treasurer 
124 WITHERSPOON BUILDING, PHILADELPHIA 




















Dear Mother: 
If 1 could come, feeling that my children 
would not be a burden to you, I would gladly do 


80, because the house is too heavy a burden for . 


me. It is impossible to meet the notes on the 
home and provide a comfortable living for the 
children. 

As I see the little sum of money, that 
George left, growing smaller each day, the un- 
tainty of the future has assumed a serious 
aspect. The shock of George’s sadden death 
was enough without this unexpected worry of 
things Which are all new to me 

Devotedly, 
Charlotte 


TRAVELERS INSURANCE CO., 
Hartford, Conn. 
Gentlemen: 

Please accept my thanks for your kind re- 
mittances which you have sent me each month, 
following the sudden death of my husband. It 
is hardly necessary for me to tell you how 
much this monthly income kas savéd me from 
worry and possible privation. 

My husband's untimely death left’ me the 
care of two children and | shudder as I think 
what might have become of us without his 
forethought and your promptness. 

Very truly yours, Q 
(Mrs. J. B. F. Sarah B. F 


WHICH OF THESE LETTERS WOULD YOU YOUR WIFE WRITE? 


a* the father, upon your forethought and labor rest the welfare, 
decent living and happiness of your wife and children. In case 
of your death, our Guaranteed Low Cost Monthly Income Policy means 


a monthly income for your family 
to ‘‘make both ends meet.’’ 


not a princely fortune, but enough 


Our interesting booklet tells all about it; write for one today. 


THE. TRAVELERS INSURANCE CO. 
HARTFORD, CONN, of 
Please send me particulars regarding Guaranteed Low Cost Monthly 


- Income Policy. 





Date of Birth 


Business Address 





State 
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Kellogg’s is remarkable not only for its delicious taste, but 
also for its dependable freshness. And that is one of the big 
reasons for Kellogg’s national popularity. Age does not im- 
prove breakfast foods. ‘The quicker they come from the ovens 
to you the better—the more delicious. And Kellogg’s is the 
one food that sells so fast it’s always so fresh. Try Kellogg’s xow. 


THE ORIGINAL HAS THIS SIGNATURE 














